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'I declare before you all that my whole life
whether it be long or short
shall be devoted to your service.'
Many of us know of Elaine’s long-time interest in the royal family and in
particular, the Queen. It seemed appropriate to ask her to share this with us
in this Jubilee year:
What do you think made you interested in the queen and her family?
My Grandma, who was born in 1877 used to talk to me about the kings and
queens who had ruled the United Kingdom during her lifetime. She would tell
me about the abdication in 1936 which meant that Princess Elizabeth would
eventually be queen. I visited my grandma at least every week and so we
spent a lot of time talking.
You have said several times that you admire the Queen, why do you think
this is so?
I admire the Queen because she puts duty before her heart which must have
been very difficult over these last seven decades when you consider she has
received boxes every day from the government which she reads and signs.
Most of us retire at 65; she is still carrying out this calling at the age of 96
when most of us would be sitting down and taking our ease.
Do you think the Queen’s faith helps her in her work?
I was very fortunate to be able to see the coronation on a nine-inch television
screen at my Uncle’s house. I remember vividly my grandparents telling us to
be quiet when the canopy went over the Queen as she was anointed. We
didn’t see this on the television screen because it was the moment when she
dedicated her life to God and to her country.
I would say that having a faith in God has helped her carry out her enormous
task in the light of the abdication which shocked the whole of the country
when it happened. She has had to rely on God’s help to carry her through.
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As she said in her 21st birthday broadcast:
‘Whether my life be long or short I dedicate my life to the country and the
Empire’ (now become the Commonwealth)
Can you think of something very special which you will always remember?
The Silver Jubilee in 1977 was one of the highlights for me as it showed me
how much the Queen had done in those 25 years.
The most recent thing which I will never forget is seeing the Queen sitting on
her own because of the pandemic at Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh’s
funeral.
God Save the Queen

Quiet Reflections
May the strength of God pilot us,
May the power of God preserve us,
May the wisdom of God instruct us,
May the hand of God protect us,
May the way of God direct us,
May the shield of God defend us,
May the Host of God guard us
against the snares of evil
And the temptations of the world.
St. Patrick

Sunday Services during June
June 5th

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Sunday

June 12th

Revd. David Butcher marking 40 years of Dr David Gabe
as choir master and organist

June 19th

Revd. Dr Michael Peat

June 26th

Revd. Mike Coote
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News of the Fellowship
It was with much sadness that we heard of the death of Barbara Hubbard on
May 6th. Barbara had been an integral part of LBC and, before that Woodgate,
all her life. A committed Christian and church member she was always active
in so many areas of the church’s life, particularly with children and women.
She will be sadly missed and especially by her family and friends. We send our
thoughts and prayers to Pauline, Stephen and all the family. There was a
Thanksgiving service for Barbara at LBC on Tuesday May 31st following a
committal at Loughborough Crematorium.
Linda Blake has been one of the cleaning team at LBC for many years and she
is retiring at the end of May, we thank Linda for her work and commitment as
she has helped look after the church rooms during the past years.
We think of friends who are unwell and remember Pauline Toghill, Eileen
Wardle and Kath Newbold; all those of our fellowship who are presently in
residential care and those who live alone.

Thank you
Thank you to all the people who have sent me cards and flowers, during
this last few weeks after losing my dear Mam.
Those kind words have all brought comfort and tears and will do so over
the coming months.
Thank you for caring so much at this sad time.
Anna Pratt
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Let us pray
God wants our partnership
God made mankind in his image to rule the earth with him.
God wants relationship with us
God walked in the garden and talked with Adam.
God’s children should call him Abba, father
Jesus is our example. Though always connected with his father, Jesus set aside
distinct times to pray and spent focussed time with him.
Talking with my father God is the single most precious thing in my day. My
days can be pretty busy, but when I have skipped my quiet times with God, I
have really noticed a difference. I shift somehow to living on my own energy
and resources. When I make spending time with God a habit; following a
study, reading and researching passages of scripture and praying. I find I just
love that time because it always blesses me and the energy, I go about with
afterwards is of a different quality because I’ve sat with God.
My Mum Gwyneth gradually lost the things of this world in her dementia. It
was clear to me living alongside her that, in the end, all the things of this
world are distractions from the one thing that’s real. The one thing you’re left
with. When all else was lost in confusion or insignificance to her, she still had
God, could still talk to God, feel heard and held by him and know love and
peace.
I urge you to spend time with God and grow closer to him now. Everything
else will fall away but God.
Let us pray together. Let us pray for one another.
To hear other voices saying “Amen” feels so encouraging to me. Of one heart
and mind with the Spirit’s help the prayer becomes more resounding, more
powerful.
On Tuesday evenings at 6:15 we meet as a church specifically to pray together
on Zoom.
To share in prayer is fellowship. I have a trusted friend who is my prayer
partner. We drink tea! are honest about ourselves and then pray. Listening to
her pray about my concerns over me is humbling and healing.
5

I see beautiful care and concern for one another within the fellowship. Let’s sit
together with God and pray with each other too.
Let us pray for our neighbours and cover Loughborough in prayer.
There are many, many Christians in Loughborough. The Churches Partnership
encourages us to join forces and enjoy that sense of being a part of “The
Church in Loughborough.”
We’ve all been asked to pray for the town. Let’s answer the call and see what
God does.
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

We will meet as a church fellowship to pray for the town every
Thursday morning at church. 10:30-11:15. This will commence on 9th
June. The Shopper’s Service then follows at 11:30 for 20 minutes.
We encourage you to pray for the street where you live. You might
choose to do this individually, or if you know of other Christians (from
LBC or other churches) in your street or nearby, you might like to
suggest meeting up with them to pray.
Maybe you could create a prayer group with a couple of friends and
choose to pray for other streets of Loughborough.
Maybe you’ll think of new suggestions or helpful ideas too. That will
be great!
Mark on our church map in the foyer the streets you are praying for.
Do join prayer walks that are happening if you’re able.
To support private prayer, when the church is open, we have a book
for prayer requests at the entrance, the worship room is open for
quiet prayer and there’s a prayer corner.
Gill Morris

Thoughts from Margaret
For the past two Fridays I have joined the group walking round the Freehold
Street area, and I have found it a very positive experience. The area has
changed a lot since I frequented it when John and I used to give people lifts to
church. The flats which have been built surround a grassed area with plants
and seats there where people can meet others if they want to.
We walked round between 3.00pm and 4.00pm and quite a few people are
around at this time including children coming out of school and their parents.
We stopped and chatted about anything and everything to the people who
live there, we said hello to pet dogs, I timed a young boy running outside his
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house and he improved his time during the ten minutes we were doing this!
Someone had some lovely plants growing in pots outside the house, ready for
sale. I hadn't any money with me but when I went back the next week, I
bought some and they are now in my garden and doing very well.
Some of the people I already knew, some I got to know - I enjoyed it and hope
to carry on.

Monday Nighters

Our next meeting will be on Monday 6th June and will be our Annual General
Meeting. Please come with ideas and suggestions regarding future meetings
and for next year's programme.
Please note the change of date for our summer outing which will be on
Monday 27th June when we will visit Mike Davey's garden at Ruddington.
Mike has spoken at our meetings and we have seen pictures of his garden, but
this will be an opportunity to see it for real. Travel arrangements will be
announced at the AGM, but we will need to leave from LBC at 2pm. The cost
of the trip is £10 and this will include tea and cake.
We will meet again on the first Monday in September at 3pm.
Enjoy your summer!

Cancer Research UK Race for Life: Loughborough
On Sunday 29 May Paul Anderson took part on the Loughborough Race for
Life 5K to raise money to beat cancer.
“Cancer is happening right now, which is why I'm taking part in a Race for Life
5k to raise money and save lives. 1 in 2 people will be diagnosed with cancer in
their lifetime. Every single pound you donate makes a difference to Cancer
Research UK’s groundbreaking work, so please sponsor me now.
Consistent progress is being made but improvements to technology and
ground-breaking work offer new opportunities to find different ways to
prevent, diagnose and treat cancer and improve survival rates even further.”
If you would like to sponsor his effort, please see:
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/pauls-race-for-life-14074804
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Motherhood
When you achieve the title of 'Mother' it stays with you until the last breath.
Mam said, I don't know how I'm getting through this and I don't know how
you're getting through it either, so Mother and daughter endured together.
In the last few days, I bathed her eyelids with a warm soft baby
flannel, she had runny eyes another complaint as well as her blindness.
She lifted her brows, so I knew she was trying to open them, I was waiting for
them to blink open, but they didn't maybe they couldn't so I had to leave her
asleep, I was disappointed.
I stroked the side of her cheek, so she would know I was there with her,
her skin felt soft and warm. A few days before when she could still talk in a
quiet voice she said "Nothing will be the same again Anna and Virginia, Jesus
will take care of you. (We lost Susan to covid) She was handing us over to
someone else still being a 'Mother' in her last days.
Mam was in great pain from a blood clot in her foot and leg, she had no
liquids for four days: just morphine, but she was still thinking about us. I've
been with Mam seventy-seven years.
A lovely nurse turned up on that morning to do a blood test.
I said “I'm not sure but I think she’s gone”, we sat at the bedside together,
talking, she was doing some tests. The nurse told me she had a bad mother
and no memories to keep if you've had seventy-seven years together, you've
been so extremely lucky. She rang the surgery and got my family she even
rang me at the end of the day, to see how I was, she took over and handled
the situation
For some Mums, ‘Motherhood' was a lifetime achievement.
If the reader finds this all bit miserable, well it is a love story really.
PS When I went to see Mam at Gambles she was holding in her hands a
cotton handkerchief that meant such a lot to me. Gambles didn't know
about her eye problems it must have been how they found her on collection.
For many years I've washed and ironed hankies, so that her drawer was full
every time she was ready for another, because of the runny eyes complaint:
to me going off to heaven with a clean hanky, meant the world,
thank you Gambles.
Anna Pratt
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Jean Pratt
Jean had two sisters and two brothers she was the youngest. Life was
good, until she lost her Mum, Jean was nineteen years old. Life became
unstable, her father gave up their home, and she had to live with married
sisters. She biked from Rothley to get to Herbert Morris’s where she worked,
she was a shorthand typist. She met Bert Pratt in the buying office, they
married in 1942. At long last she had a place to call her own, it was a room
above a toyshop in the Marketplace, from there they moved to Canal Bank
cottages. When war ended, they were very lucky to get a council home on
Maple Road.
Anna was born 1944, Susan 1945, then Virginia 1952. We later moved to Elms
Grove to be nearer to the town centre, to save on the bus fares.
Dad worked all his life for Herbert Morris, I was working at Clemersons, a
darling life on Elms Grove. Mum looked after Miss Shaw an elderly lady across
the road, every day she went across to get her up and dressed and gave her
some breakfast. Miss Shaw’s nephews were very grateful to Mam. She tried to
do some work to earn money for the family, she cleaned the baby clinic at
Shelthorpe, she did hand finishing knitwear for Towles Factory. Her last job
was at John Storer House, cooking the meals on wheels for many years.
During this time we started going to King Street church, then to Loughborough
Baptist Church, she also enjoyed her time with the Salvation Army, made
friends, and made the tea. She said to me when I was young, do you want to
come with me to church, there’s always good people in churches, so I did
follow her, my guiding hand.
Mam loved gardening, and craft work, knitting Aran jumpers, made sweet
shops for grandchildren out of cardboard boxes. As a family the treat was a
walk in the countryside, Pignut Spinney, Hanging Stone rocks, the Mile Lane,
we had no cars.
Mam had a friend most dear to her heart Nancy Reynolds, they met when
children, they went to Woodgate church at this time, they remained
friends until Nancy died, always there for each other in times of hardship,
always there to help when food was short, after the war, no friendship was
ever dearer.
9

Jean loved the library always reading until she became partially sighted, then
blind about thirteen years ago, it was sad, she could no longer do hobbies,
crosswords she listened to talking books and music. She tried to cope with her
hardships so bravely, my lovely Mum, my life.
Anna Pratt

June
The evening comes, the fields are still.
The tinkle of the thirsty rill,
Unheard all day, ascends again;
Deserted is the half-mown plain,
Silent the swaths! the ringing wain,
The mower’s cry, the dog’s alarms,
All housed within the sleeping farms!
The business of the day is done,
The last-left haymaker is gone.
And from the thyme upon the height,
And from the elder-blossom white
And pale dog-roses in the hedge,
And from the mint-plant in the sedge,
In puffs of balm the night-air blows
The perfume which the day forgoes.
And on the pure horizon far,
See, pulsing with the first-born star,
The liquid sky above the hill!
The evening comes, the fields are still.
by Matthew Arnold from the poem Bacchanalia
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Baskets of flowers
One Thursday towards the end of May, Grace, Victor and their dad, May,
Hughie and their mum, Mike Jones and Pat Cook met together to prepare two
baskets to hang at the front of the church yard. We took the baskets out of
the garage and Mike and Pat provided us with the plants and soil to do the
job!. Everyone enjoyed themselves planting the flowers and I'm sure you'll
agree that a good job was done. Many thanks to those who came along; the
baskets give a very cheery welcome to those who come along to the church!
Margaret
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Queen Elizabeth II and her Christian faith
Queen Elizabeth II has a strong Christian faith that has been evident throughout
her life in her words and actions. As well as her formal role as 'Defender of the
Faith and Supreme Governor of the Church of England', which came with
monarchy, her personal faith was evident even before she was crowned.
'Pray for me … that God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out the
solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and you, all
the days of my life.’
That was the prayer request made by Queen Elizabeth II in her first Christmas
broadcast in 1952. Her father, King George VI, had died on 6 February 1952.
Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh were in Kenya as she acceded to the
throne. She was crowned Queen 18 months later, on 2 June 1953 at Westminster
Abbey, London.
Her Christmas broadcasts to the Commonwealth are among the few speeches she
writes herself. They frequently refer to Jesus Christ, the founder of Christianity,
whose birth is celebrated at Christmas. Alongside her official role as head of the
Church of England, the Queen expresses a personal faith in Jesus Christ. As she
said in her Christmas broadcast in December 2000: ‘For me the teachings of Christ
and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework in which I
try to lead my life.’ The Queen was crowned in a deeply symbolic church service
devised in AD 973 and including prayers and a service of Holy Communion. The
orb, sceptre, ring and crown used in the ceremony each include a cross to
symbolise the rule of Jesus Christ over the world. Even though the crown jewels
are set with many of the world’s most valuable gems, a Bible is presented during
the coronation and described as ‘the most valuable thing that this world affords’.
The most sacred moment at the heart of the ceremony is the anointing, when the
symbols of royal status are removed. The Queen, sitting under a canopy to hide
the sacred moment from the cameras, was dressed in a simple white dress with
no jewels or crown. As the Archbishop anointed her with oil, the prayers said over
her invited God’s Holy Spirit to set her apart as God’s servant. Christians believe
that God’s anointing fills his people with his love and empowers them to follow
him.
The theme of service runs throughout the coronation and, during the Queen’s
long reign, she has been inspired by the sacrificial life of Jesus Christ, who said of
himself: he ‘did not come to be served, but to serve’.
‘For me the teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before God
provide a framework in which I try to lead my life.’
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In 2008 the Queen said: ‘I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the
example of Jesus of Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great adversity,
managed to live an outgoing, unselfish and sacrificial life … He makes it clear that
genuine human happiness and satisfaction lie more in giving than receiving; more
in serving than in being served.’
The Bible story the Queen refers to most often emphasises this theme of service.
In four of her Christmas broadcasts she has talked about the parable Jesus told of
a ‘Good Samaritan’.
In 1985 she said the story ‘reminds us of our duty to our neighbour. We should try
to follow Christ's clear instruction at the end of that story: "Go and do thou
likewise".’
In 1989 her reference to the story reflects the influence of her husband, the Duke
of Edinburgh, who shared her practical Christian faith and sense of duty. She said,
‘Many of you will have heard the story of the Good Samaritan, and of how Christ
answered the question (from a clever lawyer who was trying to catch him out)
"who is my neighbour?".
‘Jesus told of the traveller who was mugged and left injured on the roadside
where several important people saw him, and passed by without stopping to help.
His neighbour was the man who did stop, cared for him, and made sure he was
being well looked after before he resumed his own journey.
‘It's not very difficult to apply that story to our own times and to work out that
our neighbours are those of our friends, or complete strangers, who need a
helping hand. Do you think they might also be some of the living species
threatened by spoiled rivers, or some of the children in places like Ethiopia and
Sudan who don't have enough to eat? … it would be splendid to think that in the
last years of the twentieth century Christ's message about loving our neighbours
as ourselves might at last be heeded.’
In 2004 she returned again to the same parable and, most recently, in her 2020
broadcast on Christmas Eve from Windsor Castle, where she had been isolating
with Prince Philip due to the Covid-19 pandemic, she said: ‘We continue to be
inspired by the kindness of strangers and draw comfort that - even on the darkest
nights - there is hope in the new dawn. Jesus touched on this with the parable of
the Good Samaritan. The man who is robbed and left at the roadside is saved by
someone who did not share his religion or culture. This wonderful story of
kindness is still as relevant today. Good Samaritans have emerged across society
showing care and respect for all, regardless of gender, race or background,
reminding us that each one of us is special and equal in the eyes of God.
As well as talking about her faith and attending church services in an official
capacity, the Queen worships privately each Sunday and relies on the prayers of
her people. In 1992, in a speech to mark the 40th anniversary of her accession,
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she thanked all those who had prayed for her and said that those prayers
‘sustained me through all these years’.
Her personal faith also prompts her to work for peace and reconciliation
internationally and in her own family. In 2011 she said, ‘Forgiveness lies at the
heart of the Christian faith. It can heal broken families, it can restore friendships
and it can reconcile divided communities. It is in forgiveness that we feel the
power of God’s love.’
Although Prince Philip’s uncle, Earl Mountbatten, had been assassinated by the
IRA, the Queen shook hands with Sinn Fein's Martin McGuinness in a gesture seen
as a vital step in securing reconciliation between nationalists and unionists in the
troubled Northern Ireland.
Throughout her long life, Christ’s example and teaching have been seen acted
out in the dutiful and faithful life of our servant-hearted Queen.
Closer to home, in 2021 when her own family life was rocked by an interview
given by Prince Harry and his wife Meghan, she responded with that same spirit of
love and forgiveness saying, ‘Harry, Meghan and Archie will always be much-loved
family members.’
In 2012 she concluded her Christmas broadcast by praying for her people and
inviting a practical, servant-hearted response to Jesus Christ’s message of love:
‘This is the time of year when we remember that God sent his only son “to serve,
not to be served”. He restored love and service to the centre of our lives in the
person of Jesus Christ. It is my prayer this Christmas Day that his example and
teaching will continue to bring people together to give the best of themselves in
the service of others. The carol, “In the Bleak Midwinter” ends by asking a
question of all of us who know the Christmas story, of how God gave himself to us
in humble service:
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part…
‘The carol gives the answer, 'Yet what I can I give him – give my heart'.
Throughout her long life, Christ’s example and teaching have been seen acted out
in the dutiful and faithful life of our servant-hearted Queen. It seems that her
prayer from the start of her reign has been answered.

Source material courtesy of The Servant Queen and the King She Serves and Jacob
King/PA Wire/PA Images
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Church Office:

Tel: 01509 215642
e-mail: office@lbcweb.org.uk

Church Secretary:

Margaret Thirlwell

Finance Team:

Elaine Grimley (chair)
Tel: 07904 564062
Rhian Green, John Thirlwell

Pastoral Worker:

Victoria Edwards

Tel: 07557 023383

Family Worker:

Bethany Lock

Tel: 07756 200382

Administrator:

Edward Atkin
Tel: 01509 502057
e-mail: admin@lbcweb.org.uk

Tel: 07811 432869

SUNDAY
WORSHIP

10.45am with Crèche, and Sundiclub group for toddlers and children.
Communion on 3rd Sunday of the month.

MID-WEEK

Bible Study and house groups are held in homes and at church please
ask Sunday stewards or secretary for details.
Prayers are shared on Zoom on Tuesdays from 6.15am – 6.35pm
ID 573 093 4846 LBC web
Please contact Bethany for details of children and young people’s
activities
Monday Nighters – look out for future notices
Contact Club - look out for future notices
Coffee mornings are held at church on Saturdays
from 10.30am – 12.30pm

LUNCH BREAK Lunch break is open on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
10.30 am – 1.00pm
In these rather uncertain times, it would be helpful to check meetings and events on
Sundays or with the Church Secretary

www.lbcweb.org.uk
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