July/August 2022
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Surely June and July and perhaps August are the months when we spend most
time in the garden, sitting, reading or even having a snooze, having friends
round for a barbecue or even just tea in the garden. The Spring flowers have
gone, hiding deep in the ground until the next year and dahlias, peonies,
foxgloves, scabious, and many other plants are forming a background to the
bedding plants we have planted to bring even more colour into the garden. It
is now that we are thankful that we put a little or a lot of work into the garden
earlier in the year. If we visit parks and other houses open to visitors we will
see an even more glorious mass of colour.
Gardens are a reminder of the beauty and variety of nature and of the
character of the God who created all the growth that we see.
But gardens don't have to be beautiful - they can be just a small space outside
where we can sit and read, think or pray - it's easy to be too busy to do this,
but we miss out on many opportunities by always being in too much of a
rush.
What is this life if full of care
We have no time to stand and stare
Some good advice here by W.H Davies -perhaps we should take note of it.
During the months of July and August we are invited to visit various gardens,
invited by people within the church or their friends. You may feel that you
would like to offer your garden or you may feel that you would like to visit one
- or more. Take the opportunity to see the colour, to meet friends, perhaps to
have a cup of tea and a cake, to relax and let your worries fade away for a
while.
Margaret
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News of the Fellowship
We continue to remember and pray for those who have been recently
bereaved. During the last month two members of our fellowship have died,
Betty Ryder who was a member and helper at Lunch Club for many years, and
Joan Freer a member of BWL and Monday Nighters; we send our thoughts and
prayers to their families and friends.
Pam Dyson is spending a fortnight at Cedars House in Rothley for some respite
care and we hope she feels rested after her stay.
We continue to remember and pray for members of our fellowship who live
alone or are in care homes; and for those who are unwell or receiving
treatment.
We remember all who are unwell or recovering after hospital treatment or
falls. We also think of those for whom the current cost of living rises are
causing real hardship and worry.
We continue to pray for the people for Ukraine and all affected by the war
there. Donations have recently been made by LBC to support refugees from
Ukraine who are now living locally.

Thank you

Thank you to all involved in arranging and providing a wonderful day and
buffet celebrating the Queens Platinum jubilee.
The service on June 12th which gave thanks to Dr David Gabe for all he has
contributed to LBC over the years was magnificent. With David Butcher in the
pulpit, the choir singing and David Bristow playing the organ, demonstrating
how the different voices of the instrument sounded, and even playing with his
feet. It was spectacular and a joy to hear.
Once again well done, Pam and Trevor Willett

Quiet Reflections
Always remember to forget the troubles that pass away.
But never forget to remember the blessings that come each day.
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Sunday Services during July and August
July 3rd

Revd. Howard Ketton

June 10

Deacon Jan Sutton, University chaplain

June 17th

Outdoor service, URC Trinity and LBC

June 24

Revd. Philip Webb

July 31

Spiritual Development Team
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August 7th

will be confirmed in the weekly LBC Connect

August 14

Revd. Howard Ketton

August 21

will be confirmed in the weekly LBC Connect

August 28

will be confirmed in the weekly LBC Connect

th
st
th

Dementia UK March Dog Walking Challenge
I’d just like to say a big thank you to everyone who supported my little dog
Sally and I to complete this challenge. We walked every day in March come
rain or shine (and snow!) and measured our progress with an app on my
phone. The challenge set was to walk 100 kilometres and we achieved that by
Day 13 so we continued at the same pace and by the end of the month we
had walked 244 kilometres (151 miles). Everyone has been extremely
generous with sponsorship and encouragement and the total raised was
£1107.
Dementia UK have very kindly
agreed to restrict this amount for
use within Leicestershire to help
fund Admiral Nurses to give
specialist support and advice to
people living with dementia and
their families.
Thank you,
Jean Bates
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Summer invitations
By the time you read this, the first in the programme of Open Gardens and
Homes will already have taken place at the home of Eileen Wardle.
A “hot-off-the-press” report is that nearly 30 people visited Eileen to share
chat, refreshments and enjoy her lovely garden. This gave us a fitting
atmosphere to share a short service together towards the end of the
afternoon, led by David Butcher.
During July and August, there will be at least five more venues offering an
opportunity for meeting together in varying settings. (Even though the dates
have not quite been finalised for some.)
Anyone can be a host – so if you enjoy meeting others for a chat or would like
to share your own outdoor corner with a few people, please add your name to
the list. If you prefer to limit the number of people coming at any one time,
that’s not a problem – and a cup of tea with a biscuit is fine!
Here are the forthcoming dates in July to note:Two are at the home of Gill and Steve Morris, where you can choose either
Thursday July 7th or Thursday 21st. Gill asks if you could please phone her on
07811 860640 to let her know when you would like to visit. There will be an
opportunity here to donate to the M. E. Association.
The other date in July is Friday 29th, when Frances and Tom Knott invite you to
their garden at 16 Pytchley Drive. There will be an opportunity to play outdoor
games here, including croquet! Come any time after 2.00pm. Donations are
invited for Rainbows.
More details of other venues will be on the LBC Connect emails – so make
sure you read them all the way through!!
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An appreciation of 40 years of music at LBC
The morning service on 12th June had as its theme a Thank You to the organist
for many years of service, but, under the leadership of David Butcher many
themes emerged.
A thank you from David Gabe for a gift from all the friends at LBC was, of
course, much appreciated, but contributions from the choir and organist gave
a special flavour which was much appreciated making it a memorable
occasion for all but especially David Gabe who much appreciated it.

A short tribute to David Gabe by Elaine
David, Margot, Martin and Andrew came to live in Loughborough in
November 1974, from Sheffield. We were worshipping at Woodgate at the
time, as we had moved there so the Church in Baxter Gate could be
renovated. They (David and Margot) knew a little about the Churches coming
together, as just before they moved, Albert Gregg and his family had moved
from Loughborough to Sheffield and started to worship at Cemetery Road
Baptist Church and gave them some background information.
It didn’t take George Towers long to find out that David was musical and
invited him to join the Male Voice Choir first to sing and later to be
accompanist when Dorothy gave up.
In 1982 George wished to relinquish the responsibility of the Choir so asked
David to take over as Choir Master with George playing for rehearsal and
services. David would play the organ Sunday mornings and George in the
evenings. This was a partnership that carried on until George’s death in 2008.
Highpoints of their times as choir master and organists were the Candlelight
Carol Services and special choral services that they led. One of my lasting
memories I have of them, is them playing organ and piano duets this was
always a highlight when they did this.
In 1988 The Free Church Choir union re-formed, and our choir join the mass
choirs at Coventry Cathedral. It was a high light every two years when we
would join in. Over the last ten years we have joined with Trinity and URC
choirs for these festivals, as well as to sing at Easter and in November.
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David has conducted and David Bristow has played, and I am extremely
grateful for him playing the organ this morning.
Some of the other things David has been part of is TOCFAM (The other choir
for alternative music). It would sing the Roger Jones musicals and music that
David wrote for us to sing. This meant other folk could sing music they
enjoyed.
He played the piano for Sunday School Festival Days when we sang such things
as Joseph and his amazing Technicoloured Dream Coat, Jonah Man Jazz, his
expertise was much appreciated.
One thing more that David started were the Lunchtime Concerts, which gave
people of the Town music to enjoy. The donations were always for Rainbows
Hospice. I am not sure how much has been raised over the years, but it must
be in the thousands of pounds.
David has used his musical talents for our Church for last forty years and today
we come to say thank you for all that you have done. You have kept the music
going in this Church, which has been massive part of my life and many others.
Once again thank you.

And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountains green:
And was the holy Lamb of God,
On England’s pleasant pastures seen!
William Blake
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More about “Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs”
Colossians 3 v.16, Ephesians 5 v.19

Following the service on June 12th, some further thoughts about our music in
church.
PSALMS
We are all familiar with some of the Psalms, some, like Psalm 23 or 121, may
be our favourite words in the Bible.
We often hear words of worship from the Psalms in our services, but we don’t
normally sing the Psalms.
This is largely because they are not written in verse form, but with unequal
lines. Also because we have no awareness of how they were sung in the
Jerusalem temple.
Christians have always wanted to sing the Psalms. One way is to chant the
words, as practised in the Church of England.
This can be beautifully done by choirs that practise and perform them;
(Google Anglican chanting for examples).
Baptists have not generally taken to chanting, preferring congregational
singing with set verses and tunes. So “metrical psalms” have been written, like
“The Lord’s my Shepherd; I’ll not want.”
Many collections of hymns were made by individuals or congregations before
the first Baptist Hymnbook was compiled in 1858. It was titled, “Psalms and
Hymns” And a trust under the same name was set up for the publication and
promotion of this and subsequent Hymnbooks.
1900 The Baptist Church Hymnal
1933 The Baptist Church Hymnal, Revised (I grew up with this in use)
1962 The Baptist Hymn Book. The most popular and widely used, not only in
UK but around the Commonwealth. (Our former Minister, Rev. Ronald
Thomson was Secretary of the Trust and duly proud of the success of this
hymnbook.)
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1992 Baptist Praise and Worship was produced, but never well promoted.
Swimming against the tide of new worship songs and worship bands, it was
soon neglected, even at major denominational gatherings. As far as I know
there are no plans for another hymn book, although thirty years have now
passed since this last one.
Stuart Townsend’s version of Psalm 23, with the chorus “I will trust in you
alone” and repeating the final words of the Psalm, has proved very popular,
and some worship songs do use texts and phrases from the Psalms, but not as
though you would know.
If you browse though “Baptist Praise and Worship” (before or after service, or
borrow a copy to browse at home) you may notice how many hymns say
“Based on Psalm….” At the bottom of the hymn. In fact, there are 40 hymns
marked like this, based on 29 Psalms, but not all of them are “a good sing”.
Some Psalms are deeply significant for us (like Psalm 139) but have you ever
sung BPW 564 which is based on it, or any version of Psalm 8 which is one of
the greatest Psalms?
Again, many dwell too much on conflict and even revenge, so there are many
we will not sing.
But some we will sing and others we will read, publicly and privately, for the
enrichment of our worship and the good of our souls.
David Butcher

Have you got a favourite psalm or hymn?
Over the summer months please think about your favourite psalm or hymn.
It would be great to include these in future editions of the magazines.
Please send your choice to LBCmag11@gmail.com and if you would like to,
please tell us why you have chosen it.
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Christian Aid Week 2022

This year we held a coffee morning and Bring and Buy sale which was a great
success raising a total of £677 including donations on the card reader. A big
thank you to everyone who came and supported us and everyone who
donated items before the day or brought something with them. We had quite
a variety of things to sell. A special thank you to members of Yarn Angels who
stepped in to help man the stalls and help in the kitchen, and to Jane and
Gavin who valiantly served customers and cleared the tables.
The card reader was a success too. There were donations totalling £236.15
including Gift Aid made on it. This is a very safe and convenient way to donate
and I don’t have to carry large sums of money around with me! It can be set
up to give to other appeals too and at the moment it has DEC Ukraine and
Afghan fundraisers on it as well as Christian Aid week.
If anyone would still like to donate to any of these appeals, it’s not too late.
Cash, cards and cheques are accepted. I will have the card reader with me
every Sunday that I am in church.
Across Loughborough we have raised over £4000. The simple lunch at URC
raised £900 and Martyn and Anne Speight’s walk booklet raised £345. The eenvelope raised £325 and people who opened their gardens for viewing
collected £190. The energetic people who completed the 300,000 Steps In
May challenge raised £1300. Fantastic! Thank you, Jean Bates
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Barbara Hubbard
Barbara Taylor was born on 27th August 1932 in the village of Golcar near
Huddersfield in the West Riding of Yorkshire. Her father Ben Taylor, a proud
Yorkshire man, worked in the wool weaving industry. Barbara’s mother Kitty
was originally from Loughborough and having met Ben whilst on holiday in
Scarborough moved to Golcar following their marriage. In Barbara’s early
years she attended the Golcar Baptist Church Sunday school and Girls Life
Brigade. During school holidays the family would visit their grandparents in
Loughborough and attend her grandparent’s church which was in Baxtergate,
so Barbara’s connection with this place of worship goes back a long way.
In 1946 Ben retired from work at the woollen mill and the family relocated to
Beacon Road Loughborough to be nearer to Kitty’s parents. Moving away from
her friends, church and school at the age of 14 can’t have been easy for
Barbara, in fact she mentioned on more than one occasion that she was
teased at her new school about her Yorkshire accent. However, she did make
some good friends at the girls High School who invited her along to the Youth
Fellowship at Woodgate Baptist Church. As a result of this friendly welcome
the whole family chose to start attending Woodgate. This apparently did not
go down well with Barbara’s grandfather who thought they should be
attending Baxtergate. In fact, her grandfather told the minister how unhappy
he was about it to which the minister replied that it was good they were
attending church and at least it wasn’t the Methodists.
Being part of the Youth Fellowship at Woodgate was an important part of
Barbara’s teenage years. At one of the meetings Major Ian Thomas from
Capenwray Bible College was a guest speaker who spoke about Jesus
sacrificing his life on the cross for everyone and at that point Barbara invited
Jesus into her life as Lord and Saviour, a relationship that continued from that
day onwards. Barbara was baptised on 27th March 1949 and this was a starting
point of many years of Christian service.
The secretary of the Woodgate Youth Fellowship at that time was a certain
Dennis Hubbard, and the following year they started “courting, got engaged in
1952 and on 27th June 1953 were married at Woodgate church. Their
honeymoon was in Sheringham, a place that remained one of their favourites
for the rest of their lives. They started married life in rented rooms in a house
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on Ashleigh Drive, later moving to a house at 4 Wards End, which for those
familiar with the town is now a Turkish Barbers.
During this time Dennis took on the role of pastor at Barrow upon Soar Baptist
Church, and Barbara supported him in this role along with carrying on
activities at Woodgate.
On 26th January 1956 Pauline was born at the house in Wards End. It was
exceptionally cold and snowy and Barbara would recall that the midwife’s car
had got stuck in the snow and a policeman had had to drive the midwife to
the house. Two and a half years later Stephen was born on 25th August 1958
also at Wards End but by contrast in the heat of a summer’s day. The family
now complete they moved in October of the following year to 6 Whitehouse
Ave which was to be Barbara’s home for the next 60 years.
After leaving school Barbara initially had worked as an audit clerk for an
accountants and then as a book keeper for Corah’s printers before becoming
a fulltime mum. Her next paid employment was as a dinner lady at Cobden
Junior school where Pauline and Stephen attended. One of Barbara’s duties
every day was to check that every child had washed their hands before
entering the dining hall. They would all file passed her showing their hands
(front and back) and if the hands looked grubby the offending child would be
sent back to the cloakroom. That said, all the children wanted to sit on Mrs.
Hubbard’s table. (Much better than sitting with one of the teachers).
Barbara then moved on to work as a secretary in the offices of Coltman Boilers
(next to the Great Central Railway Station), before becoming secretary for the
local Home Start charity to where she also acted as a volunteer supporting
local young mums. This was part of Barbara’s Christian service which has been
a constant part of her life. This also variously comprised teaching Sunday
School, helping with children’s mid-week activity clubs, and being a founder
member of the Monday Nighters ladies meeting. Later on, after Barbara had
finished paid employment, she worked in the church office undertaking
various admin duties. She did this for 11 years which she said was the longest
time she’d spent in any job. Also, she was a speaker at various ladies’
meetings in the local district and from 2007 led the BWF ladies meeting on
Tuesday afternoons.
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From Barbara and Dennis’s early days together, they would take holidays with
The Countrywide Holidays Association CHA which provided walking holidays at
various centres in the UK. Once Pauline and Stephen were old enough to walk
any distance they were taken on these holidays, and these remain as very
happy memories. By the early 70’s Barbara and Dennis became part of the
organisation team on these holidays – leading walks, running social activities
and leading morning prayers. Barbara also got involved with the CHA charity
Invited Guests that provided holidays for under privileged families and
individuals. For around 20 years she went along on these weeks as a helper
ensuring that everyone had a good time.
The CHA also had local groups and Barbara and Dennis played an active role in
the Loughborough CHA rambling club, leading walks, and organising social
events. Many good friends were made, and memorable moments experienced
through times with the CHA.
In later years Barbara enjoyed many holidays including trips abroad with
members of the church, and spent many hours in the garden, especially
enjoying the summer house. She also enjoyed numerous crafting activities
including knitting, cross stitch, tatting and quilting to name but a few. She had
a keen interest in the family keeping up to speed with what the 7
grandchildren were up to and in more recent times the 7 greatgrandchildren.
In later years as Dennis’s health deteriorated Barbara spent more time caring
for him, determined to look after him at home for as long as she could, and
through this time her faith stayed strong. Dennis passed away in January 2018
a few months short of their 65th wedding anniversary.
Barbara left the family home in Whitehouse Avenue in November 2019
Staying first at Woodthorpe Lodge and then as her health declined at
Beaumanor Care Home.
We will all have our own memories of Barbara, many will raise a smile, she
was a loving mother, grandmother and great grandmother, who throughout
her life was led by a strong faith in Jesus.
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WORSHIP ROOM SOUND AMPLIFICATION
An explanation of the choices to be made when considering an upgrade to the
sound system.
There are basically three components to sound amplification for halls such as
LBC worship room.
1. Microphones and other sound input devices like music players.
2. Sound producing devices, usually amplifiers and loudspeakers.
and in between these two components:
3. Sound control units such as sound filters, processors and mixers.
1. In general the first of these is adequately catered for within our present
system, using CD players etc for digitally delivered music such as MP3 files and
videos, together with radio microphones and fixed microphones for speech.
2. The shape of the worship room is basically a cube (15 x 15 x 15 metres) and
all the experts we have asked to advise us on providing a sound reinforcing
system over the years have said that this is the very worst type of hall and
seating configuration to design for. The main problem is the positioning of the
loudspeakers to give even coverage of the whole area without incurring what
is known as feedback or “howl round”.
However, loudspeaker design has moved on since our last survey and we have
now had demonstrations of a possible form of loudspeaker thought to be
suitable for our building. A group of people most closely involved with
operating the sound system had the first demonstration in April and were
sufficiently impressed to request a further demonstration for the whole
congregation on a Sunday, which took place at the end of May.
On the whole the comments about the audibility from the new loudspeakers
was favourable, ranging from “very good, could hear every word” to “it was
OK, better than usual”. There were some specific comments about the shape,
colour and placement of the loudspeakers and also of the perceived direction
of the sound not coming from the person talking, i.e. the width of the “sound
stage”. For some it was too loud. The under-balcony speakers would remain
as they are at present.
3. The majority of the people who have volunteered to operate the sound
system have limited experience in setting up the equipment for optimum
performance and would benefit from the more automated set-up procedure
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provided by a digital signal processor and mixer. It should be noted that the
person who came to provide the demonstrations, Dan Herbert, was impressed
by the results obtained using the column loudspeakers he brought and our
current mixer and that the proposed loudspeakers have a certain amount of
feedback reduction built in.
In the end, a digital mixer would provide some automated set-up and
diagnostic features together with recording facilities which are lacking in the
present mixer. Probably the most useful feature is the ability to save settings
for different scenarios and have password access to given set-ups.
Cost of two Loudspeaker Systems MAUI 11 G2 W
including all fitting and wiring: £3935 inc VAT
Cost of one Allen & Heath SQ-5 Digital Mixer
including all fitting and wiring: £5087 inc VAT
At the Church Meeting on 23rd June 2022 the purchase of the two
loudspeakers was approved and funding secured.
Buying the Digital mixer was put on hold until the speakers had been installed
and their positioning thoroughly tested and funding for it secured.
Mike Limb, June 2022
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Church Office:

Tel: 01509 215642
e-mail: office@lbcweb.org.uk

Church Secretary:

Margaret Thirlwell

Finance Team:

Elaine Grimley (chair)
Tel: 07904 564062
Rhian Green, John Thirlwell

Pastoral Worker:

Victoria Edwards

Tel: 07557 023383

Family Worker:

Bethany Lock

Tel: 07756 200382

Administrator:

Edward Atkin
Tel: 01509 502057
e-mail: admin@lbcweb.org.uk

Tel: 07811 432869

SUNDAY
WORSHIP

10.45am with Crèche, and Sundiclub group for toddlers and children.
Communion on 3rd Sunday of the month.

MID-WEEK

Bible Study and house groups are held in homes and at church please
ask Sunday stewards or secretary for details.
Prayers are shared on Zoom on Tuesdays from 6.15am – 6.35pm
ID 573 093 4846 LBC web
Please contact Bethany for details of children and young people’s
activities
Monday Nighters – look out for future notices
Contact Club - look out for future notices
Coffee mornings are held at church on Saturdays
from 10.30am – 12.30pm

LUNCH BREAK Lunch break is open on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from
10.30 am – 1.00pm
In these rather uncertain times, it would be helpful to check meetings and events on
Sundays or with the Church Secretary

www.lbcweb.org.uk
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