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Loughborough Baptist Church 
Sunday 17th January 2021 at 10.45am 

 Revd. Howard Ketton 
Order of Service   

 
Welcome  
 
Welcome to our morning worship on Zoom or email or printed. However you share in this 
service we are all one worshipping the same-amazing God, Sharing in the wonder of such 
a great creator who loves us and welcomes us into his glorious presence. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP. PSALM133 
 
How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in harmony.     
For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil that was poured over Aaron's head that ran 
down his beard and onto the borders of his robe. 
Harmony is as refreshing as the view from Mount Herman that falls on the mountains of 
Zion. And there the Lord has pronounced his blessing even life everlasting. 
 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Father we thank you for your love to us in giving us a saviour who has released us from 
sin and brought us into personal relationship with you. In that personal relationship we 
have come to worship you, and although we are unable to meet together in one place or to 
raise our voices in song, yet our hearts rejoice and sing because of your majesty and glory 
and the opportunity we have to just be at one with you.  Accept our prayer through your 
holy spirit's power, our praise, thanks and worship in Jesus name amen. 
 
 
We sing the hymn O WORSHIP THE KING.  
BPW63 
 
Oh worship the King all glorious above, 
And gratefully sing his power and his love: 
Our shield and defender the ancient of days, 
Surrounded with splendour exalted with praise. 
 
Oh tell of his might and sing of his grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm 
 
Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
It's streams from the hills and descends to the plains, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 
The Earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, your power has founded of old, 
Established it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
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Oh Lord of all might, how boundless your love 
While angels delight to worship above! 
The humbler creation, though feeble their ways, 
With true adoration shall sing to your praise. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
As we have given with our voices and arts, so now we give of our hands and although we 
are perhaps not giving physically at this moment in time yet we offer such as we have for 
the continuance of your kingdom, work in and through this fellowship, amen 
 
 
READING. JUDGES. 6:1-16 
 
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and for seven years he gave them into 
the hands of the Midianites. Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites 
prepared shelters for themselves in Mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 
  
Whenever the Israelites planted their crops the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern 
peoples invaded the country. They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to 
Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither sheep, nor cattle nor donkeys. 
They came up with their livestock and their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible 
to count the men and their camels; they invaded the land to ravage it.  Midian so 
impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for help.  
 
When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who 
said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery. I snatched you from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your 
oppressors. I drove them from before you and gave you their land I said to you, ‘I am the 
Lord your God: do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you 
have not listened to me.” 
 
The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak at 0phrah that belonged to Joash 
the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the 
Midianites. When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with 
you, mighty warrior.” 
 
“But Sir”, Gideon replied, “if the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where 
are all his wonders that our fathers told us about when they said, “Did not the Lord bring 
us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned us and put us into the hand of 
Midian.  
 
The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of 
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?”  
 
“But Lord”, Gideon asked, “how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my family”.  
 
The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites together” 
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We sing: Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
 
Seek ye first the kingdom of God  
And his righteousness; 
And all these things shall be added unto you. 
 
Allelu, alleluia 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, allelu, alleluia 
 
Man shall not live by bread alone, 
But by every word, 
That proceeds from the mouth of God. 
Chorus 
 
Ask, and it shall be given unto you; 
Seek and you shall find. 
Knock, and the door shall be opened up to you. 
Chorus 
 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; 
He shall direct that I pass. 
In all the ways acknowledge him, 
Chorus  
 
Praise to the Father, Praise to the son, 
Praise to the Spirit too. 
And to the Godhead three in one, 
Chorus 
 
SERMON ........WHO? ME? 
 
Are you like me and hear on TV or in church requests for people to help in one situation or 
another and you say to yourself “that's not me, I don't do that sort of thing” or “I've not got 
the skills to do that and besides I wouldn't want to stop someone else with better abilities 
than me doing that particular work”. Who are we kidding? 
We just don't want to get involved, we'd rather some other person do it. 
 
In our reading today we find ourselves looking at Gideon, probably a very nice man,  
a good farmer, a reliable man in the task to which he had been placed. We find him 
threshing wheat in a winepress hiding from those who had captured his homeland and 
who stole everything they laid their eyes upon. 
 
The Midianites formed by Midian, son of Abraham, were a small tribe and certainly not 
strong enough to wage war on Israel by themselves so we see in this story they had 
aligned themselves with the Amalekites and other peoples at a loose end to become  
respected Raiders of Israel taking its food supplies, wines and people and Israel offered 
no resistance. 
 
Now we are told that Israel was subject to these riots and its weakness in defence 
because they were once again singing before God after a 40 year peace under the judge 
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ship of Deborah. As I read through the story and realise that there didn't seem to be 
anyone, man or woman, strong enough to lead Israel away from their foolish simple ways I 
found myself thinking of the USA and it's terrible sinful ways that have now revealed 
themselves over the past four years and especially in the last four weeks. Is Joe Biden, 
Gods Gideon for America, is he the man truly listening to God and willing to do whatever 
he is commanded?  What makes me compare them? Well let's just look for a moment at 
Gideon and what he says to the angel of the Lord who visits him with this good news 
Gideon says “if the Lord is with us why has all this happened to us?” 
 
Now, God’s angel does not answer with words that speak of Israel’s failure but rather to be 
obedient to God. Nor does he suggest ways to improve the situation, neither does he 
command a few new laws to curb the rioters and self-satisfying living of Israel. Instead, the 
angel said “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not 
sending you!” 
Then let's face it why would you choose a cowardly man hiding in a winepress to lead your 
army against the opposition? Surely you'd say there must be a braver more daring man 
than this, perhaps here you can see the resemblance to Joe Biden? Then Gideon says, 
“Look at me! How can I lead and save Israel my clan is the weakest in Manasseh and I am 
the least in my family.” in other words get someone else someone with more ability to lead 
to plan to organise don't look at me. And the angel speaking on behalf of God says “I will 
be with you.” 
 
Today we don't have time to look at the fullness of this story but suffice it to say Gideon 
with just 300 well-chosen men routs the Midianites from Israel restores order and justice 
which lasts for 40 years. See chapter 8 verse 28 following. 
What then can we learn from this story and does it bear any relevance to our own lives? 
I think it does. 
Gideon was one, might rudely be called a nobody, there was nothing about him to make 
you think of him as a great warrior or a blessed leader a good disciplinarian or indeed a 
good judge that is president but he was all these things and God saw all these things in 
him. 
 
In the international Bible study group we are studying each of Jesus disciples in turn and 
we have recently said that if these men were on an interview list would you want to employ 
any, especially if you wanted to promote a new way of life and living. Take, for example, 
Peter. Short tempered, coward compulsive.  What about Matthew, traitor to Israel in that 
he worked for the Romans, possibly a thief and cheat. Or Andrew, rarely seen or heard. 
Judas Iscariot self-interested traitor money orientated idealist. 
Not exactly the best of colleagues are they, yet in crisis hands they were changed and 
used to God’s greater glory, yes even Judas Iscariot. 
 
So that brings us back to ourselves at the beginning of this New Year with all the 
foreboding it holds before us. Can this year be one in which the Lord is calling me/us to 
serve him in a way as yet unexpected and undetermined but one in which we might be of 
real service to him and his kingdom. 
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I know that at the present time we as a church are limited in our activities, however maybe 
it is a time to think and pray about what we have been called to do, so just think about us 
as a community. Is baptism and church membership something that is required of you? 
Then what about our children's activities Sunday club, messy church, little rising and 
superstars. What about Creations, Yarn Angels, Forget me nots. These are just a few 
opportunities for service and joy. But, maybe God has put something new and even more 
challenging in your heart something that even now is challenging you just like Gideon and 
you are even now possibly saying how can I save Loughborough. 
And God is saying “Am I not with you, am I not sending you?” 
I come back to my favourite theme from the Scriptures in Revelation 24, have you 
forsaken your first love Jesus. What is he requiring you to do? 
 
Let us pray together:  
Gracious God, rejoicing in your blessings, trusting in your loving care for all, we bring you 
our prayers for this world 
 
We pray for the created world, for those who rebuild where things have been destroyed. 
For those who fight hunger poverty and disease 
For those who have power to bring change for the better and to renew hope. 
 
We pray for our country for those in leadership who frame our laws and shape our 
common life.  
Who keep the peace and administer justice. 
For those who teach and those who heal and for all who serve the community. 
 
We pray for people in need, those for whom life is a bitter struggle. Those whose lives are 
clouded by death or loss by pain or disability by discouragement or fear by shame or 
rejection. 
 
We pray for those in the circle of friendship and love around us, children and parents, 
sisters and brothers, friends and neighbours and for those especially in our thoughts 
today. 
 
We pray for the church in its stand with the poor, in its love for the outcast and the 
ashamed, in its service to the sick and the neglected, in its proclamation of the gospel in 
this land and in this place. 
 
Eternal God, hear these our prayers, the spoken and the silent, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom with you and the holy spirit be all praise and glory forever.  
 
 
We sing CHRIST OF THE UPWARD WAY. BPW522. Tune Adsum 
 
Christ of the upward way, my guide divine, 
Where you have set your feet, may I place mine 
And move and march wherever you have trod 
Keeping face forward up the hill of God 
 
Give me the heart to hear your voice and will, 
That without fault or fear I may fulfil 
Your purpose with a glad and holy zest, 
Like one who would not bring less than the best.  
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Give me the eye to see each chance to serve 
Send me strength to rise with steady nerve 
And sleep at once with kind and helpful deed 
To the sure comfort of a soul in need 
 
Give me the good strong arm to shield the right 
And wield your sword of truth with all my might 
That in faiths warfare I may ever be 
More than a conqueror through your victory 
 
Christ of the upward way my guide divine 
Where you have set your feet, may I place mine 
And when your last call comes, serene and clear 
Calm may my answer be, “Lord I am here”. 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
In the life of your church, your kingdom come Lord, your will be done, 
And bless us, we pray, with your grace and favour, Amen 
 
 
 
 


