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Loughborough Baptist Church 
Sunday 10th January 2021 at 10.45 

 Rev David Butcher  
Order of Service   

 
 
Welcome  
 
Call to Worship: Psalm 95 vs. 1-3a, 6 & 7 

 
Psalm 95 
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; 
   let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
   and extol him with music and song. 
For the Lord is the great God, 
   the great King above all gods. 
Come, let us bow down in worship, 
   let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
for he is our God 
   and we are the people of his pasture, 
   the flock under his care. 
 
 

Hymn (BPW 65) Praise, my soul, the King of heaven 
 
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to His feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who like thee His praise should sing? 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 
Praise Him for His grace and favour 
to our fathers, in distress; 
Praise Him still the same for ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Glorious in His faithfulness.  
 
Father-like He tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame He knows; 
In His hands He gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
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Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Widely as His mercy flows.  
 
 
Angels help us to adore Him; 
ye behold Him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before Him; 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise Him! Praise Him! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 
 
Prayer   
(If reading this at home, please reflect on the greatness of God’s love and power) 
 
Suppose a foreign power banned Christian worship, closed our buildings and imprisoned 
our ministers and preachers…. 
 
What would you be left with? 
BIBLE 
A large open Bible used to be always on the Communion table—a sign that the Bible is at 
the centre of our faith. 
Here are some words from the Old Testament 
 
READING  Psalm 119 vs 97-105   
 
Oh, how I love your law! 
    I meditate on it all day long. 
Your commands are always with me 
    and make me wiser than my enemies. 
I have more insight than all my teachers, 
    for I meditate on your statutes. 
I have more understanding than the elders, 
    for I obey your precepts. 
I have kept my feet from every evil path 
    so that I might obey your word. 
I have not departed from your laws, 
    for you yourself have taught me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
    sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
I gain understanding from your precepts; 
    therefore I hate every wrong path. 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
    a light on my path. 
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Hymn (BPW 107) We limit not the truth of God 
1 We limit not the truth of God 

  To our poor reach of mind, 
By notions of our day and sect, 
  Crude, partial and confined. 
Now let a new and better hope 
  Within our hearts be stirred: 
The Lord hath yet more light and truth 
  To break forth from His Word. 

2 Who dares to bind by his dull sense 
  The oracles of heaven, 
For all the nations, tongues and climes 
  And all the ages given! 
The universe how much unknown! 
  That ocean unexplored! 
The Lord hath yet more light and truth 
  To break forth from His Word. 

3 Darkling our great forefathers went 
  The first steps of the way; 
’Twas but the dawning yet to grow 
  Into the perfect day; 
And grow it shall, our glorious Sun 
  More fervid rays afford: 
The Lord hath yet more light and truth 
  To break forth from His Word. 

4 The valleys past, ascending still, 
  Our souls would higher climb, 
And look down from supernal heights, 
  On all the bygone times; 
Upward we press, the air is clear, 
  And the sphere-music heard! 
The Lord hath yet more light and truth 
  To break forth from His Word. 

5 O Father, Son and Spirit, send 
  Us increase from above; 
Enlarge, expand all Christian hearts 
  To comprehend Thy love; 
And make us all go on to know 
  With nobler powers conferred: 
The Lord hath yet more light and truth 
  To break forth from His Word. 
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Introduction to the New testament reading 
 
600 years before Jesus it happened to the Jews…temple destroyed…leaders exiled… 
Left with “the books of the law”    requiring 
Scribes to copy….                                                          
Rabbis (teachers) to explain and apply. 
Some rabbis were Pharisees -not priests, but teachers, not political or military leaders.                                                                                                            
-means “separated”…distinctive…set apart… “you shall be holy as I am holy” Lev.11.44,5 
 
Based in the synagogues, meeting houses, in towns and villages, practising a strict way of 
life according to the law and interpreting it in 635 rules of conduct. 
THE “BADDIES” of the New Testament 
Criticising Jesus at every turn for breaking the law esp. Sabbath  e.g., cleanliness, mixing 
with bad people (not ‘separate’), forgiving people as if he were God, and criticising them 
for their “hypocrisy”. 
They were not bad people, very sincere, but instead of helping people to live in God’s way, 
they put many obstacles in their path.  
(You may never have been told this) 
But there were two sorts or schools of Pharisees 
Shammai --  
They were the fundamentalists of the Jewish faith, taking everything literally “tithing mint 
and dill and cumin” and failing to live by the spirit of the law (inward—Jesus) 
Hillel – Named after their most important Rabbi who taught a more liberal way of practicing 
the Jewish faith  e.g. “what is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow men” cp Jesus “do 
unto others as you would have them do to you” 
 
Which brings us to Gamaliel. 
Backstory; the apostles preaching about Jesus and healing in Jerusalem are getting are 
getting huge popular support, arousing opposition from Jewish leaders who bring them for 
a second time before the high court (Sanhedrin), where they again refuse to be 
silenced….. v.33) 
 
 
READING Acts 5.33-42 p. 1098  
Acts 5 verses 33-42 

When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. But a Pharisee 
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the 
Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. Then he addressed 
the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these 
men. Some time ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four 
hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came 
to nothing. After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a 
band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. Therefore, 
in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose 
or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop 
these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.” 
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His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of 
suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to 
house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 

TALK – Who was Gamaliel? 
 
Grandson of Rabbi Hillel of the liberal school of Pharisees 
Honoured, respected and loved. Given the rare title of Rabban and was called “The 
Beauty of the Law” 
“a kindly man with a far wider tolerance than his fellows” “since he died, there has been no 
more reverence for the law and purity and abstinence died out at the Same time” 
Now Gamaliel speaks up, and asks his fellow Jews to reflect carefully. He reminds them of 
two earlier risings Theudas and Judas the Galilean, claiming to be leaders in armed revolt, 
and “it all came to nothing” 
He urges them to “leave these men alone… if their activity is of human origin, it will fail, but 
if it is from God you will not be able to stop them…you will only find yourselves fighting 
against God”! 
Wise words of moderation. (From a Pharisee!) 
Wait and see.  Don’t rush to judgement. Don’t think you know it all. Don’t assume your 
ideas are the will of God. 
 
THE GRACE OF GAMALIEL 
Not only allowed the Christian mission to go ahead but also sets us a good example to 
follow 
Don’t rush to judgement. Don’t think you know it all. Don’t assume your ideas are just what 
God wants. 
If in doubt, wait…..wait and see… or as Jesus said, “watch and pray”  but even in your 
praying, don’t assume that what you want is God’s way, “nevertheless Your will be done”. 
 
There’s a danger in Pharisaism 
Some Victorian Christians, including Baptists –                                                          
Sunday observance….mixing with non Christians….dancing…. 
Temptation to hypocrisy…saying one thing but doing the other  -- people found guilty of 
child abuse. 
Having your faith all sewn up, dogmatic, sure of everything, believing you take everything 
in the Bible as literally true, when, in fact you choose to interpret it in your own way. 
Being so sure of your own ways of worship that you are intolerant of other people’s. 
Not seeing the good in other people’s faith. 
Regarding ourselves as “good” and looking down on people who are not Christians. 
Having an unforgiving and unwelcoming attitude to people whose way of life we have 
already judged. 
Don’t forget that Jesus’ strongest words were expressed not to “known sinners” but to 
respectable and sincere Pharisees. 
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The spirit shown here by Gamaliel is nearer to the spirit of Jesus as we know Him from the 
Gospel stories. 
 
Hymn (BPW 573) There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
 
There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea; 
there's a kindness in his justice 
which is more than liberty. 
 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven: 
there is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgement given. 
For the love of God is broader 
than the measure of our mind; 
and the heart of the eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
 
But we make his love too narrow 
By false limits of our own 
And we magnify his strictness 
With a zeal he will not own. 
 
There is plentiful redemption 
In the blood that has been shed 
There is joy for all the members 
In the sorrows of the head.  
 
There is grace enough for thousands 
Of new worlds as great as this  
There is room for fresh creations 
In that upper home of bliss.  
 
If our love were but more simple, 
we should take him at his word; 
and our lives would be illumined, 
by the joy of Christ our Lord. 
 
Talk – Paul and Gamaliel 
 
ONE OTHER MENTION OF GAMALIEL IN NT  Acts 22 v3 
Paul, after his missionary journeys, has returned to Jerusalem, where he is accused of 
undermining the Jewish faith; he speaks to the crowd in his defence, describing his Jewish 
credentials in which he includes this – v.3 
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Paul himself had trained in the school of Gamaliel – the voice of moderation!                                                                                                  
It didn’t show in the way he persecuted Christians! 
“You will only find yourselves fighting against God” (Gamaliel) 
“I am Jesus whom you are persecuting”                 
It doesn’t always feel like that when he criticises people in the churches who didn’t agree 
with him! (calling them “dogs”! )                             
The style of his writings often has the feeling that he has the faith all sewn up, finished, 
complete and brooking no argument (Romans), revealing his Pharisaical style. 
(For some Christians Paul seems more satisfying that the more laid back style of Jesus) 
                                                                              
What evidence is there that Paul was influenced by Gamaliel? 
Perhaps, something of Gamaliel’s moderation prepared him for what happened on the 
Damascus road…. 
 
More especially, 
Perhaps it was Gamaliel’s influence that led him to go beyond his Pharisaism, even 
beyond his proud Judaism, to see that the Grace of God would enable all people, Gentiles, 
foreigners, all humankind to receive forgiveness of sins and free salvation. 
For like Jesus and like Gamaliel, Paul’s strongest words were for Jewish Christians who 
tried, a bit  like Pharisees, to impose Jewish laws and customs on all Christians. 
It’s surely in the spirit of Gamaliel that Paul writes “In Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, male nor female, slave nor free…for Christ is all to all and in you all.” 
Thank God for Gamaliel! 
 
CAN WE ENROL IN THE SCHOOL OF GAMALIEL? 
Learn not to rush to judgement. 
Practise moderation in our speech. 
See the good in others, even in those we disagree with. 
Be patient with ourselves, when there are aspects of faith or things in the Bible we don’t 
understand, and allow God to bring us to fuller understanding as and when. 
Christians’ attitudes to other Christians 
Christians’ attitudes to Muslims and other faiths.   
“Jesus is not just for Christmas…Jesus is not just for Christians.” 
How we respond to the gender and orientation issues of our day; please, with pastoral 
care rather than doctrinal criticism. 
 
As Gamaliel says to us 
If we rush to judgement, we may find ourselves fighting against God. 
Or as Jesus taught us to pray “Your will be done” 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
(If you are reading this at home, without the internet, please take a few moments to 
remember the needs of others – family and friends, our country and the world’s needs, and 
your own, and then say the Lord’s Prayer). 
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CONCLUSION 
 
Our Church (and every Church) needs the grace of Gamaliel. 
We have come from different strands and experiences of faith 
Evangelical and Liberal, Fundamentalist and Theologically literate, 
Scientists and Artists, people of simple faith and some highly intelligent, and many in 
between. 
Born-again Christians and life-long Baptists, joined by people from Anglican, Methodist, 
Presbyterian, Pentecostal and Brethren experience. 
We have been blessed by the presence of those who have come to us from Asia, Africa, 
South America and other parts of Europe. 
Some of us are disciplined in prayer and Bible reading; others show spirituality in more 
fluid and less structured ways. 
  
We are “evangelical” in different ways; some keen to speak often of Jesus, others seeking 
to demonstrate faith in the silent witness of a living in a Christian manner. 
We do not all understand the Bible or the faith in quite the same ways, and we vary a good 
deal in the way we want to worship, not least in our choice of hymns and songs. 
  
If our Church is to flourish, we not only need the Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, (though 
we need that above all else)  
We also need something of the “grace of Gamaliel”, to accept each other as we are, to find 
strength in our variety, and to accept that God can work through each and every one of us 
to His glory. 
There may be many things we are not sure about, but as our final hymn shows, we live in 
the certainties of the Gospel and God’s eternal love. 
 
Our final hymn, written by a significant Baptist a hundred years ago, has become popular 
again in recent years. The recording I’ve chosen is not the easiest to sing with, but it’s the 
only one I could find with all four verses, so we sing 
 
Hymn (BPW 381) I cannot tell how He whom angels worship 
 
I cannot tell why He whom angels worship 
should set His love upon the sons of men, 
or why as shepherd He should seek the wanderers 
to bring them back they know not how or when 
But this I know, that He was born of Mary, 
when Bethlehem's manger was his only home, 
and that He lived at Nazareth and laboured, 
and so the saviour, saviour of the world, is come. 
 
I cannot tell how silently He suffered, 
as with his peace he graced this place of tears, 
nor how his heart upon the cross was broken, 
the crown of pain to three and thirty years. 
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But this I know, He heals the broken-hearted, 
and stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear, 
and lifts the burden from the heavy laden, 
for yet the saviour, saviour of the world, is here. 
 
I cannot tell how He will win the nations, 
how he will claim his earthly heritage, 
how satisfy the needs and aspirations 
of east and west, of sinner and of sage. 
But this I know, all flesh shall see his glory, 
and He shall reap the harvest he has sown, 
and some glad day his sun shall shine in splendour 
when he the saviour, saviour of the world, is known. 
 
I cannot tell how all the lands shall worship, 
when, at his bidding, every storm is stilled, 
or who can say how great the jubilation 
when all our hearts with love for him are filled. 
But this I know, the skies will thrill with rapture 
ten thousand thousand human voices sing, 
and earth to heaven, and heaven to earth, will answer: 
'At last the saviour, saviour of the world, is king!' 
 
 
We say the Grace together. 
 
 


