
Sunday 19th April 2020 
 
These are Topsy-Turvy times and so I would like to start with a sermon of sorts. 
 
THE GATHERED CHURCH 
 

During the time that I was training for the ministry, nearly 50 years ago now, there were a number of 
discussions with my fellow Anglican trainees about the nature of the Church. 
 
They would argue that, as baptised Christians they were part of “One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church”. 
While I agreed with them, I needed, as a non-conformist and a Baptist, to counter their claim that this was 
the only way to consider the church. The concept of the “Gathered church”, that is a congregation, is 
supported through Paul’s writings, just read the first few verses of his letters to Romans, Corinthians, 
Galatians, Ephesians or Ephesians, no bishops or priests there, just congregations. 
 
How does your church operate I asked. Do you (Anglicans) need bishops and ordained priests to function. 
How does the principle of the “priesthood of all believers” figure in your thinking. In the end they had to 
agree that  the local congregation is the workhorse unit of the Church, where the worship, work, and 
witness of the Church, throughout all the world, is undertaken, and will be, priests and bishops or non. 
 
Of course the gathered church is somewhat hypothetical while we are not meeting together in our building 
in Baxtergate. But just trawl through the emails and WhatsApp messages in the last couple of weeks and it 
is clear that there is a thread running through them that asserts that LBC is more “gathered” than it has 
been for a while. 
 
It is of course central to our faith that “Where two or three have met together in my name, I am there 
among them.” (Matt 18 v20). Does this mean that Jesus is not present among people who are living alone? 
No it does not, for we are still gathered together in the Spirit. 
 
I might have left it there but for the fact that, quite by chance, my attention was drawn again to Albert 
Einstein’s concept of a space-time continuum. 
 
Basically for our purposes, thinking about us as the gathered church, it means that it doesn’t matter where 
we are, or when we read this, because for God neither time nor space exist – He just is, and we are his 
people. So when ever and where ever you are following this service, home alone or up in the middle of the 
night, in Christ we are as one. 
 
(For those of a scientific bent, you might like the link below to find the answer to “Does time exist”) 
https://ed.ted.com/lessons/does-time-exist-andrew-zimmerman-jones 
 
I think this cartoon says it all. 
Social distancing included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://ed.ted.com/lessons/does-time-exist-andrew-zimmerman-jones


HYMN 
The words of hymn below reiterate this theme. 
(If you would like to sing along with the song you can find the audio file on the LBC website, under 
Resources/Media)     http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx  
 (Alternatively it can be found on You Tube )  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NC-ViMwBnT4 

 
1. O Lord of every shining constellation 
that wheels in splendour through the midnight sky: 
grant us your Spirit's true illumination 
to read the secrets of your work on high. 
 
2. You, Lord, have made the atom's hidden forces; 
your laws its mighty energies fulfil: 
teach us, to whom you give such rich resources, 
in all we use, to serve your holy will. 

3. O Life, awaking life in cell and tissue; 
from flower to bird, from beast to humankind: 
help us to trace from birth to final issue, 
the sure unfolding purpose of your mind. 
 
4. You, Lord, have stamped your image on your creatures 
and, though they mar that image, love them still: 
lift up our eyes to Christ, that in his features 
we may discern the beauty of your will. 

 
5. Great Lord of nature, shaping and renewing, 

you made us more than nature's child to be; 
you help us tread, with grace our souls enduing, 

the road to life and immortality. 

 
PRAYERS 
 

Creator God, 
Bless the tears we shed for the resources we have squandered. 
Bless the sighs we breathe out for pollution of the atmosphere. 
Bless the head we hang for the creatures lost and exploited. 
Bless the hands we wring for the things we have broken and wasted. 
Bless us as we lament. 
Cradle us as we regret. 
Restore us as we start afresh. Amen 
 
O God, in whom we live and move and have our being,  
Master of Time and Lord of space 
Gracious God, your amazing love extends through time and space, as we understand them. 
 
Creator of the cosmos, 
of eternity and time: 
Be with us in this time 
 
Saviour of the world, 
healer of the nations: 
Be with us in this place 
 
Breath of life 
of people, past and present, 
near and far: 
Stir within our lives 
 
Maker-Spirit-Son 
God of here and now: 
Be present in our worship, 
that we may find new ways 
to be present in your world.   
Amen  

http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NC-ViMwBnT4


SONG  Bind us together 
 
This song is in a way the theme tune of our church life at the moment. 
(If you would like to sing along with the song you can find the audio file on the LBC website as before, under 
Resources/Media)     http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx  
(Alternatively it can be found on You Tube )    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuhIBLp5aHM    
 

Chorus 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
With cords that cannot be broken 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
Bind us together with Love  
Verse 1 
There is only one God, 
There is only one King, 
There is only one Body, 
That is why we sing.  
Chorus 

Verse 2 
Made for the glory of God, 
Purchased by His precious Son 
Born with the right to be clean 
For Jesus the victory has won.  
Chorus 
Verse 3 
You are the family of God 
You are the promise divine 
You are God’s chosen desire 
You are the glorious new wine.  
Chorus 

 
 
PRAYERS 
 
Here you are invited to say the Lord’s prayer, in whatever version or language you care to use. 
 
We follow that with a prayer for those suffering from the effects of Covid-19 
(You can join in saying this prayer which is available on our website)     
http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx 
 
May we, who are merely inconvenienced, remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we, who have no risk factors, remember those most vulnerable. 

May we, who have the luxury of working from home, remember those who must choose between 
preserving their health and earning their rent. 
 

May we, who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close, remember those who 
have no options. 
 

May we, who have to cancel our trips, remember those who have no safe place to go. 

May we, who are losing our “spare cash” in the tumult of the economic market, remember those who had 
nothing to spare in the first place 
 

May we, who settle in for a quarantine at home, remember those who have no home. 

 

As uncertainty and fear grip our country, let us choose love. 

And during this time when we may not be able to physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet 

find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbours.   

 

Amen. 

  

http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VuhIBLp5aHM
http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx


At this point you may wish to sing again. Please go ahead, with whatever hymn or song feels most 
appropriate to you. 
 
We end this space/time together by saying the Grace. The version printed below is one I say every Sunday 
as I remember by name my scattered family. I commend it to you. 
 
THE GRACE 
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all and those that you love, where ever they may be, now and for evermore. 
 
AMEN 
 


