
Morning Service  March 29th 2020 
 

This is the day which the Lord has made; rejoice and be glad in it                                                 
Psalm 11 8v 24 

 
In preparation for this morning’s service, I would like you to imagine it’s a 
normal Sunday. 
Think about what you would be doing at home in order to get ready, choose 
what you are going to wear, get the children organised, get your husband 
organised.                                                                                                                           
I know that what we wear is not as formal as it used to be (“ Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart “ 1 Samuel 16 v 7 ) 
but as I am leading the service I shall be wearing my  grey suit, with a shirt  
and tie, carefully  checked by Mrs Tebbatt. 
When you get to church, sit in your usual place, enjoy the atmosphere, say a 
little prayer of thanks for this place and all it means to us.  
The organ may be playing, helping us to settle down. How privileged we are 
to have such a wonderful instrument and such an accomplished organist. 
It may be that the music group will be playing and singing, Daphne, Pat and 
Billy accompanying. Say a prayer of thanks for our musicians. 
It’s 10-45 am and almost time to start our service. Samuel Ogunkolade is the 
duty Deacon this morning. We thank God for Samuel and for his leadership 
role as a Deacon. After the welcome we will be invited to be quiet and 
prepare to worship our God. 
 
QUIET   
All stand  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

His mercies never come to an end 
they are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness 
 
Hymn No 3 BPW 
                                       As we are gathered, Jesus is here; 

one with each other, Jesus is here; 
joined by the Spirit, washed in the blood, 

part of the body the Church of God. 
As we are gathered, Jesus is here; 
one with each other, Jesus is here. 



 
Remember we are joined together by the Holy  Spirit wherever we are. 
 
Picture all our beautiful children, pray for them at this difficult time. The 
Sunday Club staff will be getting in touch, with all the children this morning, 
with activities for them to complete 
 
1st Bible Reading     Numbers 21  v  4 to 9  Elaine Grimley reads 
 Thank God for Elaine and for all she does for us  
 
 Prayers of Intercession   Sanica Maria Campsall leads 
Remember all those in our fellowship who are a long way from their loved 
ones, many separated by thousands of miles. 
 
Revd John Fawcett D.D. was the Minister of Wainsgate Baptist Church in 
Hebden Bridge. With only a small income of £25 pounds a year and a growing 
family, he accepted a call to the Carter lane Baptist Church, London. 
But after the farewell service had been held and the wagons loaded with his 
furniture, he was so moved by the sadness of his people that he decided to 
remain. 
After he had unloaded the wagons and returned to the Manse, he wrote our 
next hymn. He declined an invitation to become the principal of Bristol 
Baptist College, but founded the Northern Education society ( later known as 
Rawdon College ) which became the Northern Baptist College of which Revd 
Glen Marshall is the current principal. Glen was to have preached here next 
Sunday. Pray for Glen and all the students at Northern as their studies are 
disrupted. 
 
Hymn No 472  Blest be the tie that binds. ( A hymn well suited for today ) 
 

Blest be the tie that binds  
Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above 

 
Verse 4                                 When for a while we part  

This thought will soothe our pain,  
That we shall still be joined in heart, 

And hope to meet again. 
 



 SERMON 
 

The Bronze Snake 
 

Two weeks ago Aby used this story to demonstrate how important love is in 
the Christians life, it was an excellent address.                                                         
I have thought about it a great deal over this past week, and would like to 
add my slant on the same story;- 
 
On their journey through the wilderness, the  people of Israel moaned, 
grumbled , and complained about everything. There is no water! There is no 
bread! ( A bit like Markfield Co-op ) And we detest this miserable food they 
said.  They regretted that they had ever left Egypt.  
To add greatly to their woes they then came across an area full of venomous 
snakes. The snakes bit the people and many died. They were sorry for their 
rebellious attitude and pleaded with Moses to pray to God and ask Him to 
take the snakes away. God told Moses to make a bronze image of a snake 
and  fix it to a pole to hold up in the middle of the camp, so that whoever 
looked at it would be healed and saved. 
Three things occur to me  

1. Bronze is a metal, a mixture of Copper and Tin with a melting point of 
about 950 degrees Celsius. It would have been very difficult to cast a 
bronze snake in the middle of the  desert. 

2. I expect the engineers came to the rescue, as ever. 
3. The image of a snake curled around a  pole is an image of healing used 

by the medical profession for generations, Look out for it on the side of 
ambulances etc. 

When people turn away from God, bad things happen, when they turn back 
to God things get better. We are not people of the Old Testament so we 
move swiftly on to the time of Jesus.:- 
One night a man named Nicodemus A ruler of the Jews, came to see Jesus. 
That a man from such a background should come to see Jesus is in its self an 
amazing thing. Nicodemus asked many questions, the answers to which can 
be found in John’s Gospel Chapter 3 do read this chapter there is much to 
ponder.  
For this morning may I draw your attention to  one thing that Jesus said to 
Nicodemus. 
“ Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up 



We are coming up to Easter, Jesus points us to the cross, where he was lifted 
up, where for us he gave his life. Whatever burden we are carrying, it can be 
lifted at Calvary, whatever anxieties we have they can be eased at the cross. 
The crucifixion of Jesus was a violent and cruel act, but it became a place of 
healing and reconciliation. Come to the cross and believe, for Jesus 
said”everyone who does may have eternal life “    
 
We conclude our service with the chorus  712  From Mission Praise 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face; 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim  
In the light of His glory and grace. 

 
 

May the blessing of God , 
life-giver, pain- bearer, love maker, 

be with us all now and always 
 

AMEN 
 
 
 
 

Now  it’s time to have a chat with friends and have a cup of tea. Young Victor 
will let us know when to leave with a roll on the drums. 
Much love Michael 


