
1 

 

LBC  “Thought for the Day” - 29 April 
 
Good Morning friends to all who may be listening or reading the printed text. 
 
Let us start with some verses from Psalm 139 
using the Bible in Contemporary Language by Eugene H Peterson: 
 

God, investigate my life, 
get all the facts first hand. 
I’m an open book to you, 

even from a distance you know what I’m thinking. 
You know when I leave and when I get back, 

I’m never out of your sight. 
 

I look behind me and you’re there, 
then up ahead and you’re there too – 

your reassuring presence, coming and going. 
 

Is there any place I can go to avoid your Spirit 
to be out of your sight? 

If I climb to the sky, you’re there, 
then up ahead and you’re there! 

If I flew on morning’s wings 
to the far western horizon – 

You’re already there waiting! 
 

Can we, dare we .. ask “if we dwell in the land of Covid-19 – are you there?” 
 
I was mindful to ask what are our priorities? Many and varied at the best of times. 
But, we can ask ourselves what are our priorities, now, in an unprecedented way of 
life since the onslaught of the Covid-19 and the suddenness of lock down. 
 
We are told that life will not return to normal but that it will be the “new normal”. 
The older we are the worst it seems but an uncertain outlook or future affects young 
and old alike. 

However, to say that we are all in it together is not really fair. Life will be very much 
more unfair for some than it will be for many others. It has been said that “behind 
every serious statistic there is a heart breaking story”. The saddest story I heard was 
of a 28 year old person who lost her home through the floods and became a victim 
losing her life through the virus. And, just this past weekend, we heard the very sad 
news of a nurse and her twin sister dying within a few days of each other. 
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We can only begin to imagine what the future will be for thousands or millions of 
people who are already being affected in education, health and welfare, 
employment or through the economy. In such an unprecedented situation it is no 
wonder that those chiefly responsible for managing the situation are being blamed 
for not keeping everything under control. 
 
If this all seems gloomy or negative, then I am sure I’m not alone in feeling 
concerned or worried for what lies beyond the eventual outcome of this Virus. 
 
On a more positive note we can be thankful, indeed, for a dry spell of good sunny 
weather. It makes our confinement much more tolerable. Audrey and I have 
benefitted from more regular exercise through walks in and around our area.  
 
Although gardeners would appreciate some more rain let us hope for a continued 
period of sunnier days. I am beginning to think that God is in the sunshine which is, 
in itself. a cause for thanks! And when the rain comes we don’t have to look far for 
rainbows! 
 
I would like to share a quote* from D.H.Lawrence: 
 

Even the rainbow has a body 
Of drizzling rain 

And is an architecture of glistening atoms 
Built up, built up 

Yet you can’t lay your hand on it, 
Nay, not even your mind. 

 
 
Continuing the positive mood we thank all those on the front line who have bravely, 
imaginatively and unselfishly continued to serve all our needs from NHS staff, carers, 
domestics, delivery drivers, shop workers, post men and women, and so many 
others we could mention. 
For many of us, it has given great pleasure to step out on a Thursday night to bang 
our pans and/or clap enthusiastically for a few minutes. We owe a great deal of 
gratitude to all of those out there, at risk, on our behalf. 
 
Also, we have seen so many noble examples of helpful, good deeds from running up 
scrubs and the like to raising money in imaginative ways to mention only two! There 
are so many more. The example of Captain Tom Moore raising so much for the NHS 
walking 100 steps, up and down his back garden, before his 100th birthday on 30 
April. An inspiration to us all! 
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The list of good deeds and valuable contributions ranges from many volunteers 
working in different ways to individual acts of kindness and helpfulness. Often with 
humour and with modesty. 
 
So let us pause for prayerful thoughts: 
 

1. To remember all those already affected by the virus or made unwell as a result. 
 

2. All those involved in their care and treatment to their hopeful recovery. 
 

3. All carers and front line workers and suppliers,  
 often in very difficult or risk circumstances. 
 

4. People with special needs or vulnerability and their relatives and carers. 
 

5. All who have died as a result of Covid-19, and for their relatives and carers. 
 

6. Migrants, refugees and people in developing countries  
 facing a much harder time. 
7. All suffering abuse and domestic violence. 
 

8. All whose future in employment will, or may be, affected. 
 

9. For scientists using their knowledge to advise government and us  
 

10.For wisdom in government, leading us into an uncertain future. 
 

11.For ourselves, to be mindful in what we need to do to take care and stay safe. 
 
 

12.Finally, for our hopefulness to see some light at the end of a very long tunnel! 
 
Prince Charles,  recovered from Covid-19 illness has said: …….. “I would encourage 
us all to reimagine the world we want and use all the levers we have …. each and 
every one of us has a vital role to play.” 
 
So we pray that God may help us to see the way ahead. 
 
To finish I will quote 2 verses from Sydney Carter’s words from BPW Hymn 356:

 
Round the corners of the world I turn,                 You are older than the world can be, 
more and more about the world I learn,               You are younger than the life in me, 
all the new things that I see                                      ever old and ever new,  
you’ll be looking at along with me                           keep me travelling along with you. 
 
Amen 


