
Wednesday !0th February 

Continuing to the second question of my mother’s pamphlet on the 

sisterhood, I should point out that in 1966, when it was written, only 

35% of women worked, and most of these were working part time.  

Why form a society of women?   

The basic premise here is that women of all ages enjoy each other’s 

company. That explains why the Red Cross, the W.V.S. and the W.I. etc 

are so popular. This need is there when the housewife is busy all day, 

but by now (1966) there are many new home appliances available to 

make her work much easier. She has far more time for herself. Solitude 

in the house for long hours is depressing and the urge to speak or to see 

someone else, to share her problems and anxieties forces her to find 

ways of meeting kindred spirits. The sisterhood is one of the best ways 

of filling that gap. Women can meet together to share their experiences, 

to discuss the meaning and purpose of life, and finding new ways of 

serving the community. Life brings hardship and pain to each of us in 

turn and the love and concern found in the sisterhood helps to ease the 

suffering.  

What about here in Loughborough? We were told a few days ago by 

Brenda Newton that the Monday nighters at LBC was formed just over 

50 years ago by young mums who enjoyed each other’s company. Up 

until a few years ago, there were three flourishing women’s groups in 

LBC, the Women’s Fellowship, the Baptist Women’s League and The 

Monday Nighters. Due to a variety of reasons, all three have now 

amalgamated into the Monday Nighters, which continues to be very well 

attended. It meets once a fortnight, right through the year. There is also 

a knitting group and Creations, which covers a variety of crafts. So LBC 

demonstrates very clearly that there is a need for societies of women.  

 

 


