
Thoughts for Wednesday 2nd September 2020 
 
Continuing the theme of “Who wants to be a Millionaire”, today it's Phone a 
Friend. One of the good things to come out of lockdown has been people's 
willingness to phone each other. I've had calls from folk whom I haven't seen 
for ages asking how I am coping. The church network has kept us informed 
and in touch, and where would we “Silver Surfers” be without Zoom? We are 
using systems and devices which would have been thought impossible fifty 
years ago. So thank you Thomas Edison, Alan Turing, Tim Berners-Lee and 
the thousands of scientists and engineers who have linked us together 
electronically. You have helped to keep us sane. 
 

Here's a joke to cheer you. 
 
 The Pope invited the Chief Rabbi to the Vatican for talks. In the office in 
the Apostolic Palace the Rabbi noticed a golden telephone on the Pope's 
desk and asked its purpose. “That's a direct line to Heaven” said the Pontiff. 
“Do use it if you wish”. So the Rabbi picked up the hand set and was able to 
get guidance on a number of issues. “Well, thank you”, he said to his host, 
“and what do I owe for the call?” The Pope read the meter. “That will be 5,000 
euros”. “I will have a cheque prepared” said the Rabbi. “And you must come 
to visit me in Jerusalem”. 
 When the Pope arrived in Jerusalem he noticed in the Chief Rabbi's 
office that there was a golden telephone on the desk and asked if he might 
use it. “Of course”, said the Rabbi. Having many problems to deal with, the 
Pope was on the line for some time but when he hung up he said “How much 
will that be? “Oh”, said the Rabbi, “don't worry about that. It's only a local call 
from here”. 
 
 If only it was so simple! Does the place where we worship matter? We 
associate the presence of God with particular places, feeling a sense of 
Christ's presence in our Worship Room, a sense of awe in a cathedral or the 
simple piety of a village chapel. Some Christians have a prayer corner in their 
home; others find that Nature and the Great Outdoors is for them. In a letter 
from Sri Lanka, Roshan Mendis, a BMS Partner there, writes “The Church 
must realise that its role is not in the building – in corporate worship – but our 
worship, our service is in the public spaces and in the community. The Church 
must be to their neighbours the hands and feet of God, offering practical help. 
In addition to prayer I believe that, like the experience of Nehemiah, God calls 
us to be the answer to our own prayers.” There is a challenge for us. Maybe 
the best prayers have us reaching for the phone, a pen or our cheque book. 
 

 Tomorrow is the 81st anniversary of the start of World War 2. I well 
remember the sense of apprehension and concern among the grown-ups, the 
disbelief that it was all happening again in their lifetime. As the “lights went 



out all over Europe” we entered a different world of rationing, gas masks, 
Government edicts, restrictions and rumours. A bit like the present, really. So 
we oldies have been here before and lived through it but we wouldn't wish it 
on anyone. Today's prayers might well focus on areas of warfare and conflict 
in the world: Afghanistan, Yemen, Ethiopia, Libya, Syria, Lebanon, Kashmir, 
Somalia, Southern Sudan, Ukraine ….. the list goes on. Mass protest against 
economic injustice is rife, compounded by the effects of climate change. We 
can ask for more co-operation and understanding among world leaders, more 
efforts at conflict resolution and far more concern about refugees and the 
displaced. We can counter militarism with the command to “love your 
enemies”. We believe that things can change. 
 

 As we enter September we begin to think of Autumn -”Season of mists 
and mellow fruitfulness”- and wonder where the Summer has gone. But the 
great cycle of the seasons will soon bring the harvest, Christmas, a new 
Spring. Why not phone a friend and share your joy in living? 

 

  
 


