
Wednesday 23 December 
Shepherds and Angels  
 
I wonder if you or a child of your's got to play a Shepherd or an angel.  
Little girls usually love to be angels and look so sweet in their white 
dresses and glittery wings and halos. Not many boys get to be angels, (or 
want to be ) but our son Simon got to be the Angel Gabriel and was 
rather good in the part.   
Luke was a Shepherd and also played his part well.  
 
Being a Shepherd is not a glamorous role but it is an important one. 
Shepherds are actually mentioned in the Bible and it wouldn't be a 
Nativity play without them.  
Being a Shepherd in Jesus day wasn't glamorous either. They were hard 
working men and had to be tough. They also had very little e respect 
from people. Because of their job they could not keep all the kosher 
rules of Judaism and were therefore considered unclean people of the 
land and respectable people wouldn't mix with them.  
Most of them too would be poor men working for an employer rather 
than owning their own sheep.  
 
But it was to poor men like these that the Angels came to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus and to sing of God's glory.   
And so having heard the good news the Shepherds leave their sheep and 
go to Bethlehem to see the child.  
And in the play the young boys come forward often shepherded 
themselves by a grown up shepherd and take their places in the tableau 
whilst the congregation sings, While Shepherds watched, or maybe 
Angels from the realms of Glory.  
 
What are your memories of Shepherd's and Angels in Nativity plays? 
Read and meditate on the story in Luke 2: 8 - 20  
 
Pray for those that are having to work this Christmas, and especially 
those whose work puts them at risk of Covid19  
 
 


