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SUNDAY OCTOBER 11TH  MORNING SERVICE 

 

Welcome to you all, whether at home and reading this or looking at your computer, 

or gathered here in our church building; we are all one in Christ Jesus as we worship 

together  

 

PSALM 111 says;   Praise the lord.  I will extol the Lord with all my heart in the 

council of the upright and in the assembly. Glorious and majestic are his deeds and 

his righteousness endures for ever. He has shown his people the power of his works. 

They are steadfast for ever and ever........holy and awesome is his name . o him 

belongs eternal praise. 

 

LET US PRAY together;   How amazing you are Father, your glory is beyond our 

imagining and yet in Jesus Christ our lord you reveal yourself so that we might 

worship you encouraged and strengthened by your Holy Spirit 

Therefore, as we come together today to offer you our praise love, and thanksgiving 

for all your love towards us through the salvation and hope we have received in 

Jesus. e ask you to keep on forgiving us our failures and sins and to teach us how 

best we might serve you and your kingdom  

May our worship and praise today please you and be worthy of so mighty a God, 

Lord, and Saviour.       Amen 

 

Shall we say together THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses  

As we forgive those who trespass against us 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the power and the glory for ever and ever .  Amen 

 

HYMN 394 BPW  Now if we can let us sing this hymn or hum it under our masks 

 

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never 

I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine for ever 

 

Where streams of living water flow to rest my soul he leads me 

And, where the rich green pastures grow with heavenly food he feeds me 
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Perverse and foolish when I strayed, each time in love he sought me 

And on his shoulder gently laid, and home, rejoicing brought me 

 

In deaths dark vale I fear no ill, with you dear Lord, beside me  

Your rod and staff, my comfort still, your cross before to guide me 

 

You spread a table in my sight; your blessings grace bestowing  

You bid me taste the sweet delight from your pure chalice flowing 

 

And so through all my length of days your goodness fails me never 

Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise within your house for ever.            

H W Baker(altd) 

 

CHILDRENS ADDRESS 

I've brought with me someone special........meet my  friend 

We've shared together a very long time and he knows secrets no else knows 

Have you got someone like this.                Get children to share 

Would you share things with your friend or would you rather tell your Mum or Dad 

Shall I tell you who is really good to share with?.......any guesses? 

Yes it's Jesus of course. He'll tell you what to do and who to share it with 

 

When I was in Sundiclub I was taught this little song.     Sing ‘A little talk with Jesus’ 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Lord whatever we have is first of all a gift from you, so we rejoice that we can offer 

back to you these our gifts . May we be wise in using them, for our desire is that all 

peoples might know our Saviour as we know him. So bless, we pray, what is offered 

in Jesus name. Amen 

 

HYMN 541 BPW 

O love that will not let me go 

I rest my weary soul in thee 

I give thee back the life I owe,  

that in thine ocean depths  

its flow may richer, fuller be. 
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O light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee 

My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze  

its day may brighter, fairer be. 

 

O joy that seeketh me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee 

I trace the rainbow through the rain 

and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be. 

 

O cross that raises up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee;  

I lay in dust life's glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red 

life that shall endless be. 

                                                                                        George Matheson 

 

SCRIPTURE READING.     JOHN 21: 1-17 

 

SERMON.   :  DO YOU LOVE ME PETER? 

 

Here is one of the most lovely stories in all of the Scriptures. 

It's a story of wonder, of grace, truth, forgiveness and hope. 

As instructed by Jesus, the disciples had left the upper room in Jerusalem and gone 

back to Galilee. 

But they soon got tired of waiting......or was it just Peter who got tired.....so he said 

I'm going out to fish. 

And fish they did ...all night.....but they caught nothing.....not a single fish! 

Tired and dispirited they headed back to the shore only to espy a man standing on 

the shore with a fire. 

It was early morning and the light made it difficult to know who it was.    ‘Friends,’ 

he shouted, ‘haven't you any fish’...... ’No’ they answered!        ‘Throw your net on 

the right side of the boat and you will find some.’ 

Who was this giving them fishermen of galilee instructions on how to fish? 

Sometimes Jesus comes to us, often unrecognised to share some instruction or 

thought with us and how easy it is for us to be like the disciples and almost ignore 

those same instructions. We need to listen more carefully when the Master speaks. 

Well, reluctantly, the disciples did as they were bade and fishing became a new 

experience for them. A catch that was so great that they even counted the number 

of fish 153. 
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It seems to me that here was Jesus reiterating what he had said when first the 

disciples came to follow him.........Come and I will make you fishers of men...... 

Here was a visible, tangible demonstration of how Jesus would very soon fulfil his 

promise.......hundreds even thousands coming to faith. 

It's now that John the Beloved recognises Jesus and tells Peter who is so desperate 

to be with Jesus.  So anxious about his relationship with him that he jumps out of 

the boat and wades or swims ashore. 

Jesus was well prepared to meet them he had a fire and fish already cooking early 

morning breakfast for tired hungry men. 

This reminded me of what Jesus expects of me, that I should be ready at all times to 

deal lovingly with the needs of my fellow travellers to be ready to encourage them 

and often with sustenance both physical and spiritual. And how times have we 

during these past months seen to the needs around us, have we been there with 

breakfast or something similar? 

Jesus asked them to bring some of the fish they have just caught and come and have 

breakfast. 

Did you notice in the text how confused the disciples seem to be….. who are you, 

are you really Jesus, are you really alive or are you here in the flesh? 

Doesn't this just remind you of the world today the confusion about whether Jesus 

really exists, is he really the son of God, can he really change our lives? 

Too many questions that in my opinion the church doesn't attempt to answer 

indeed we cower behind COVID-19 and any other excuse and are confined to refrain 

from telling the story of Jesus and his salvation. 

Then in this final story of John's Gospel we have the most marvellous act of 

forgiveness and restoration; imagine yourself as Peter, you who had said ‘You are 

the Christ, others may fail you but I will not I will die for you.’  Knowing full well that 

you had denied three times, yes three times that you even knew Jesus, let alone 

would die for him. 

Imagine then Jesus gathering you up walking away from the other breakfast 

munching disciples into a quiet place. 

Imagine Peter’s fear in thinking ‘here it comes, the retribution, the score on the 

rejection, the casting out from the disciples.’ 

But it was not like that, instead three questions are asked three repeats of the same 

first question ‘Simon son of John do you truly love me more than these?’ 

The word love used here by Jesus is agape, love that asks nothing in return, the love 

that is given and given again and again, love which has no price attached to it. 
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Peters reply is ‘Yes Lord you know that I love you,’ but the love of which he speaks is 

filial love, the love of deep friendship that always requires reciprocal friendship but 

that's all that Peter had at that moment in time, the friendship, he hadn't 

progressed any further. 

Did the question ‘love me more than these’ refer to the disciples or to the fishing 

and was Peter prepared to give up both in serving Jesus only? 

Jesus asked again the same question with the very same words and Peter responds 

in exactly the same way. 

However the third time Jesus asks he only asked Peter for deep friendship 

recognising that Peter is as yet unable to offer more. 

Perhaps we need to ask ourselves the question, ‘What sort of love can we, can I 

offer to Jesus right now, deep friendship or the agape love that we had when first 

we knew Jesus?’ 

Of course Jesus was not only asking Peter if he loved him as a way of blotting out 

Peter’s three denial, but also of showing his forgiveness of him by tasking him to 

other things. 

Feed my lambs, take care of my sheep, feed my sheep; it was a charge to Peter to be 

an apostle, a bringer of God’s word, but also of pastoral care for lambs and sheep 

like those who would become Christians and Christian leaders. 

Peter didn't find this conversation easy, indeed it felt too challenging and you can 

hear that in Peter’s final reply ‘Lord you know all things, you know that I love you.’ 

Do I hear in this my own petulance when I feel the Holy Spirit rebuking me for my 

lack of response or action on the Saviour’s behalf? 

Perhaps you might feel the same and find yourself almost looking the other way and 

moaning ‘Lord don't hound me, you know I love you.’ 

We don't fully know what transpired between Peter and Jesus but this we can be 

certain of, Peter was forgiven all his shortcomings and established for service in 

Jesus's new kingdom. 

And that is what Jesus is requiring of you and me having forgiven us all our sins by 

his Calvary days he now requires us to follow him and serve him in firs- love 

department, so that he might be glorified through us and our lives of service. 

 

Charlotte Elliot wrote ‘Just as I am thy I love unknown has broken every barrier 

down: now to be thine, yea, thine alone O Lamb of God I come.’ 
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PRAYER 

Lord in this broken hurting world there is only one love that can heal and restore 

hunger, thirst, pain, suffering, brokenness, distrust and man's inhumanity to man, 

and that is the love of Jesus  

We pray for this love to touch all of humankind and Lord use us to help bring it 

about. This world is desperate for love, come Lord Jesus, and love your world anew, 

we pray.    Amen 

 

HYMN 388 BWP 

O, love of God how strong and true, eternal and yet ever new; 

Uncomprehended and unbought, beyond all knowledge and all thought. 

 

O, heavenly love, how precious still, in days of weariness and ill  

In nights of pain and helplessness to heal, to comfort and to bless. 

 

O wide embracing, wondrous love, we read you in the sky above; 

We read you in the earth below, in seas that swell and streams that flow. 

 

We read you best in him who came to bear for us the cross of shame, 

Sent by the Father from on high, our life to live, our death to die 

 

We read your power to bless and save within the darkness of the grave, 

Still more in resurrection light, we read the fullness of your might 

 

O love of God, our shield and stay, through all the perils of the way 

Eternal love, in you we rest, for ever safe , or ever blest 

                                                                                          Horatius Bonar 

 

BENEDICTION 

Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, the people of courage be strong do 

everything in love.           1 Cor 16:13 

So may the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious onto you, the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you 

his peace.   Amen 


