
Worship from Loughborough Baptist Church on 

Sunday June 28th led by Rev. David Butcher. 

Welcome to our service today, even as you share it at 

home. We should have been in Madeira today, on holiday 

with several Church friends! It’s the first year for 20 years 

that we havn’t travelled with friends to a “Lakes and 

Mountains” venue in Europe destination. On these holidays 

we have shared prayers each evening, including singing 

well-known “nature hymns”. Years ago I prepared a leaflet 

of “Hymns for Holidays” from which I’ve chosen the hymns 

for this service. As Psalm 150, the final Psalm, says 

“Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.” 

Our first hymn, “Angels holy, high and lowly,” was sung 

every year here while we had the “old” hymn book, but has 

now disappeared from use, but it’s a great hymn to a great 

tune. (If you are looking at a computer you can get the tune 

from this link, though only 3 verses are sung). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o1zJMbZBGzs 

Angels holy, high and lowly, 

Sing the praises of the Lord! 

Earth and sky, all living nature, 

Man the stamp of thy Creator, 

Praise ye, praise ye, God the Lord! 

Sun and moon bright, night and moonlight, 

Starry temples azure-floored, 

Cloud and rain, and wild winds' madness, 

Sons of God that shout for gladness, 

Praise ye, praise ye, God the Lord! 

Ocean hoary, tell His glory, 

Cliffs, where tumbling seas have roared, 

Pulse of waters, blithely beating, 

Wave advancing, wave retreating, 

Praise ye, praise ye, God the Lord! 

Rock and highland, wood and island, 

Crag where eagle's pride hath soared; 

Mighty mountains, purple breasted, 

Peaks cloud-cleaving, snowy crested, 

Praise ye, praise ye, God the Lord! 

Rolling river, praise Him ever, 

From the mountain's deep vein poured; 

Silver fountain, clearly gushing, 

Troubled torrent, madly rushing, 

Praise ye, praise ye, God the Lord! 

Praise Him ever, bounteous Giver! 

Praise Him, Father, Friend and Lord! 

Each glad soul its free course winging, 

Each blithe voice its free song singing, 

Praise the great and mighty Lord! 

Bible Reading: Please find Psalm 104 in your Bible and read 

aloud verses 10-24. 

Prayer 

Creator God, we praise you for and with your wonderful 

creation. 

For the power of nature and the power of light to give life. 

For the force of waves and water, the magnificence of starry 

skies and the beauty of the earth, its flowers and trees and 

the myriad creatures upon earth, large and miniscule. 

We praise You for the sense of wonder Your world brings 

out in us and the way we feel uplifted, inspired and humbled 

by the dimensions of the natural world. 
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We praise You for nature’s generosity in providing for our 

needs and for the responsibility You have entrusted us with 

to care for the earth; we confess our human pride and 

selfishness which threaten the welfare of our planet and 

pray that our praise today may inspire us to exercise good 

stewardship of the world You have given us. Amen. 

Now a second hymn that’s been nearly forgotten; it last 

appeared in a Baptist hymn book in 1933, but is still in 

Mission Praise at 786. We revived it when the original Music 

Group led our services.  

http://www.godsongs.net/2019/07/yes-god-is-good-in-

earth-and-sky.html  

Yes, God is good: in earth and sky, 

From ocean's depths and spreading wood, 
Ten thousand voices seem to cry, 

God made us all, and God is good.  

2 The sun that keeps his trackless way, 

And downward pours his golden flood, 
Night's sparkling hosts, all seem to say, 

In accents clear, that God is good. 

3 The merry birds prolong the strain, 

Their song with ev'ry spring renewed; 
And balmy air, and falling rain, 

Each softly whispers, God is good. 

4 Yes, God is good, all nature says, 

By God's own hand with speech endued; 
And man, in louder notes of praise, 

Should sing for joy that God is good. 
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5 For all Thy gifts we bless Thee, Lord, 
But chiefly for our heavenly food; 

Thy pard'ning grace, Thy quick'ning word, 
These prompt our song that God is good. 

The hymn expresses how we respond to nature and echoes 
God’s response in Genesis, “He saw that it was good”. 

Some may feel the hymn is sentimental and unrealistic; for 
example, ornithologists tells us that birds sing to defend 

their territory…but the blackbird that sings after rain 
certainly sounds uplifted by it, and I am certainly uplifted by 

the blackbird’s song! 

The poet Wordsworth (born 250 years ago) responded to 

the “Spirit” he sensed in nature and ends his famous poem 
about daffodils 

“For oft when on my couch I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 

Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 

And dances with the daffodils.” 

While Dorothy Gurney’s poem ends with the well-known line 

“we are nearer God’s heart in a garden than anywhere else 
on earth.” 

During the lockdown, many people are re-discovering the 
spirit and power of nature to help and sustain them; we 

pray that we and they may feel something of God’s love and 
grace shining through creation, so that we may all respond 

that “God is good.” 

http://www.godsongs.net/2019/07/yes-god-is-good-in-earth-and-sky.html
http://www.godsongs.net/2019/07/yes-god-is-good-in-earth-and-sky.html
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Now a very familiar reading; please read aloud 
Matthew chapter 6 verses 25-34 

One of the simplest instructions Jesus ever gave us was to 
“look at the birds” and to “see how the flowers of the field 

grow”. Whatever your lockdown situation, I hope that you 
can see birds and flowers. We have a gang of sparrows that 

feed on our bird table and a squadron of starlings that 
squabble and splash in our bird bath, and not one of them 

“falls to the ground with without your heavenly Father 
knowing.”  

Prayer 
(I don’t need to write this for you! Take a few quiet 

moments to feel thankful for the simple pleasures of life and 
the provision for all our daily needs.) 

There was one hymn I included in “Hymns for Holidays” 

which was nobody’s favourite! It was found in “Praise for 
Today” a 1974 supplement to the Baptist Hymn Book but 

not included in the more recent Praise and Worship. 

I wanted to keep it alive because it provides a voice of 

worship for Christians who not only believe in the Creator 
God of Genesis but are also able to embrace something of 

the picture science gives us of how the world came to be. 
Surely, God who is “from everlasting to everlasting” can 

cope with (verse 1) millions of light years, even if we find it 
difficult. The picture of an ever-active but amazingly patient 

God, continuing to shape the world (v2) and encouraging 
generations of human endeavour (v3) is surely inspiring. 

Finally seeking to bring us towards maturity by re-creating 
us is a powerful prayer (v4). So here it is, to sing or read. 
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God of receding matter, of distant universe, 
Who counts by thousand millions 

Light years and stars diverse; 

God of all power and glory, our fears disperse! 

God of majestic mountains, sculptured through ages past, 

Still raised to be eroded 
As long as time shall last; 

God of terrestrial forces, now hold us fast! 

God of our mellowed landscape, grass field and wooded hill 

Through generations moulded 
By patient human will; 

God of man’s great endeavour, please use us still 

God of our human feelings for all things fine and true, 

Through which we find new meanings 
In all we have to do; 

God of all re-creation, create us new! 

David Harding 
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A final Bible Reading: Romans chapter 8 verses 18-25. 

Not the easiest passage in the New Testament, as Paul 

seeks to come to terms with the glory and the suffering of 
all creation, not just people. 

He looks forward to the liberation of creation and the 
transformation of life by the action of God’s ever-present 

Spirit, the same Spirit who “hovered over the waters” in 
Genesis 1. 

Maybe we can hold on to this hope in our “present 
sufferings”, bearing in mind the even larger climate issues 

that we face. He invites us to “hope for what we do not yet 
have” and wait for it patiently – remembering that patience 

is one of the “fruits of the Spirit” (Galatians 5.22).all people 
and  

Prayers of Intercession 

For people suffering now, physically and mentally and 
especially with many anxieties about the future. 

For the human race in all its varieties, differences and 
conflicts…..that we are all one family under God, and all 

made in His image. 

With thanksgiving for the wonders of creation and the 

discoveries of science (not least the technology that keeps 
us together) and for wisdom in sharing it for the good of all 

people and the life of the planet. 

That we learn to “walk humbly with our God” and in love 

and fellowship with one another in the faith we share. 
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So, to our final “Hymn for Holidays”. In 1962 Baptist Hymn 
Book, it was written by a Canadian lady in 1925 for 

“Campers”. It’s unusual because it doesn’t just praise God 
for creation, it prays that we may learn from nature and be 

changed by it, as you will see from the words. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAS6hppiNkY  

God, who touchest earth with beauty,  
Make me lovely too;  
With Thy Spirit re-create me,  
Make my heart anew.  
 
Like Thy springs and running waters,  
Make me crystal pure;  
Like Thy rocks of towering grandeur,  
Make me strong and sure.  
 
Like Thy dancing waves in sunlight,  
Make me glad and free;  
Like the straightness of the pine trees,  
Let me upright be.  
 
Like the arching of the heavens,  
Lift my thoughts above;  
Turn my dreams to noble action,  
Ministries of love.  
 
God, who touchest earth with beauty,  
Make me lovely too;  
Keep me ever, by Thy Spirit,  
Pure and strong and true. 
 

As you say the familiar words of the Grace, picture all the 
people you would normally be saying it to at Church. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAS6hppiNkY

