
 1 

Service on the 28th February 2021 

 

Time Talent and Giving 

 

Call to Worship:  

Proverbs 16 v3 Commit your work to the Lord and your plans will be established 

Colossians 4 v 3 And pray for us too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may 

proclaim the mystery of Christ 

 

For our opening Hymn let us sing In Christ alone MP1072 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 
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Let us pray 
 
Lord we come to our service this morning with thankful hearts, we are pleased that most of us 
can meet together on zoom. Be with those reading this that they feel part of our worship. We may 
be in our own homes but we can feel the love of the fellowship of the Church amongst us. 
 
We ask that as we worship together, we will feel your spirit flow through us, and that your loving 
arms will be around us all. 
 
Make us aware of all you do for each of us, help us to show your face to all the folk we meet. Let 
us make time to make your name known in all places. 
 
Amen 
 
 
Our first reading is from Ecclesiastes 3 v 1-8 and Martin Allen is reading it for us. 
 

A Time for Everything 

3 There is a time for everything, 

    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 

2 
    a time to be born and a time to die, 

    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3 

    a time to kill and a time to heal, 

    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4 

    a time to weep and a time to laugh, 

    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5 

    a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 

    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6 

    a time to search and a time to give up, 

    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7 

    a time to tear and a time to mend, 

    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8 

    a time to love and a time to hate, 

    a time for war and a time for peace. 

 
 
 
 
It is not many weeks ago that I did Thought for the Day on Time. One or two of you will think that 
I am obsessed with time. I suppose that over the last year my routine has had to change, more 
staying at home, not being so busy, not meeting with family and friends which I am sure most of 
us have missed so I have turned many times to the reading in Ecclesiastes 3 v 1-8 
 
Our time is precious when we read through these verses it makes us think what time means to 
us all. We shouldn’t waste time but use it wisely  
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How should we do that, it is easy to say let’s be practicable we can work within the Church 
helping others. Making sure that we show the face of Jesus to the outside world. Prayer is 
always a good use of time especially at this present time. 
 
There should always time for ourselves to recharge out batteries, so when the time comes, we 
can go forward with a new vision of where the Church of Jesus Christ will lead us. 
 
 
Let us sing  Will you come and follow me 
 
 
John L. Bell & Graham Maule 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 

 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

 

Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

 

Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 

 

Reading Matthew 25 v 14-30 and David Gabe is reading this. 

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two 

bags, and to another one bag,[a] each according to his ability. Then he went on his 

journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his 

money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold 

gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in 

the ground and hid his master’s money. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025:14-30&version=ESV;NIV#fen-NIV-24024a
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19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 

them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ 

he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 

with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’ 

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 

with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 

with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’ 

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew 

that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where 

you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the 

ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I 

have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should 

have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would 

have received it back with interest. 

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For 

whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not 

have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless 

servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ 
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I have always found this this reading quite difficult firstly it is about money which quite a 

few of us don’t want to talk about. So, I like to make it about what we can give of ourselves, 

most of us say I can’t do that because I don’t know where to start. 

Sometimes we can see something that needs doing and wonder if we should just get on 

with it, but then will I upset if I just do it, so we hold back. 

It a lot easier if you are asked to do a task, then you know you are not standing on anyone’s 

toes. 

Life in a Church is not always as we would want it to be, but for us to move forward we all 

have vision, some will take up the strain of the day to day running, some will do practical 

tasks. Others will pray to uphold others. We should never hid away from doing nothing, 

because by doing that the Church will not grow.  

 

Let us sing Such Love 

 

Such love, pure as the whitest snow 

Such love, weeps for the shame I know 

Such love, paying the debt I owe 

O Jesus, such love 

 

Such love, stilling my restlessness 

Such love, filling my emptiness 

Such love, showing me holiness 

O Jesus, such love 

 

Such love, springs from eternity 

Such love, streaming through history 

Such love, fountain of life to me 

O Jesus, such love 

Sandy Northcote is now going to lead our intercessions. 

Lord, we have all yielded to the power of sin; we all, like sheep have gone astray. And yet your love 

has conquered our sin. Your self-giving sacrifice on the cross, and your free flowing blood has 

washed us clean. We thank you Lord that you are our Redeemer. We thank you for giving us your 

Spirit to dwell within us. 

We pray for those who are going through the storms of life. Sometimes life seems chaotic. The waves 

pound us and we don’t know which way to turn. Lord, we can be assured that you are always with us. 

Remove the shadows of our worries and fill our hearts with your love and your light. 

We pray at this time for Lynne and Edward as they mourn the loss of Lynne’s Mother Stella. She was 

a lovely lady and she will be sadly missed by all who knew her. 

We pray for ourselves as we journey through this season of Lent. Help us to draw nearer to you and 

to share your love generously with the people we come in contact with day by day. 

We bring our prayers in the precious name of Jesus. AMEN 
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                                           EXTRAVAGANT GENEROSITY  

 

When I was growing up my parents did not have a lot of money. My Father left school at 14 with 

very little education and had a very ordinary labouring job. He had, though, the very great fortune to 

meet and marry my Mother who also came from a poor home but what I learnt from her about 

managing money has stayed with me all of my life. 

Every week when my Father arrived home from work with his wages in a small brown envelope, he 

would hand it to my Mother who would sort it out into the needs of the week ahead. She had a 

metal tin with many slots in it and into this she placed money for rates, water rate, gas, electricity, 

food, clothes etc but the thing that has lived with me since childhood was the slot in the tin that said 

‘God’. Into this she placed a proportion of the money, not the left overs, but a dedicated amount for 

the work of the Lord. For her it was as important to put money aside for God’s work as it was to 

allocate money for electricity or food. Jesus answered some of His critics when He told people that it 

was important to get the balance right over money when He said, “Render to Caesar the things that 

are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s”. So, I learnt the importance of paying my bills and 

then the setting aside of a certain amount for God to use. The former is a duty and responsibility but 

the latter is a privilege.  

 I am sure you will have had times when a passage from the Bible has excited you and challenged 

your thinking.   A passage from 2 Corinthians that I must have read many times over the years has 

done that for me recently and I pray may do the same for you.  

Jean Bates is going to read it to us from read it to us from the New International Version. It is 

entitled, “Generosity encouraged”. “2 Cor.8:1-9 

 

And now brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the  

Macedonian churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty 

welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 

their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this 

service to the saints. And they did not do this as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the 

Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will. So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a 

beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. But, just as you excel in anything 

– in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us – see that you also 

excel in this grace of giving. I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 

comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 

thou He was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that through His poverty we may become 

rich”. 

 So, what is the background for the part of this letter from Paul to the church in Corinth?  

The church in Jerusalem led by James, the brother of Jesus that could be called the ’Mother’ church 

was in difficult times; the Leaders needed finance for their everyday living needs and they needed 

money to enable the Gospel to be shared in Jerusalem and beyond. Paul felt it was his responsibility 

to encourage other churches to care for and support the church in Jerusalem and be a part in the 

spreading of the good news of Jesus. Churches today need to ensure that those they have called to 

lead them not only have the financial resources to meet their everyday needs but have the financial 

freedom to fulfil the church’s vision to share Jesus with others, just as Paul did. 
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 So in writing to the church at Corinth, the church that had been the first to support this work Paul 

tells them of other churches in Macedonia who were encouraged by how the Corinthians supported 

him and others in the work of spreading the gospel.  

Now can you imagine that you were sitting in a Church Meeting in one of those other Macedonian 

churches, perhaps in Philippi when there was an agenda item that said, “The needs of the church in 

Jerusalem”. The person leading the meeting shared with the folk the situation in Jerusalem and 

challenged people about how they could support it.  

Paul tells us how they responded -  

They gave out of difficult circumstances – they were not necessarily wealthy people but they knew 

the work was important and gave so that the work could continue. In verse 3 Paul says, “For I testify 

that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability”. Surely this is sacrificial 

giving.  

 

They recognised their responsibility to give to the Lord’s work and even pleaded with Paul and the 

others for the privilege of sharing in the ministry. How often do I accept that it is not just a 

responsibility but a privilege to give to the ongoing work of the Lord. 

Their generosity welled up because of their joy in the gospel. We sang at the beginning of the service 

that “In Christ alone, my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song….  For I am His and He is 

mine, bought with the precious blood of Christ”.   The lives of the people in the churches in 

Macedonia had been changed just as ours have been and they desperately wanted others to have 

their lives changed by meeting Jesus.  

They recognised that giving was an ongoing responsibility – Paul asked them to finish the generous 

giving that they had started. “Finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched 

by your means”. We stand on the threshold of a new Ministry and we have resources provided by 

those who have gone before us in the church but we have the responsibility and privilege to ensure 

that the work of sharing the gospel will continue.  

I ask myself, will I undertake to pray asking that the Lord will challenge me about my giving and that 

all will be done, not just to keep the buildings intact but that they will be used for kingdom work and 

that above all this we will be led to a Leader who will enable and encourage us to move forward in 

the work of the Lord at LBC and that we will support that person so that they have the freedom to 

lead us where God will have us go. 

In 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 Paul tells the church that, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided 

in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to 

make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work”.  

As I said the passage excited me and I read it in several translations and paraphrases but in each I 

was even more challenged about my responsibility to support Christian work whether in the church, 

in the locality or in the world. 

There is a local church where once a month, (this was obviously before lock down) in addition to 

their regular giving, they make a separate offering. This is taken up early in the service, blessed and 

then taken away to be counted. The amount is divided, equally, amongst the adults present and 

each adult is given an envelope with a sum in it. They are asked to use this during the month to bless 

someone, hopefully someone outside of the fellowship. Perhaps it could be used to take a lonely 
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neighbour out for afternoon tea, buying some groceries for a struggling family or even providing a 

homeless person in the Market Place with a pair of warm gloves or socks. I wonder what I would do 

if I was given an envelope with say £5 or £10 in it and encouraged to bless someone in this way every 

month? What would you do? 

In another translation of the passage Paul commends the church at Corinth for their ‘extravagant 

generosity’. Wow – what a testimony to their faithfulness and caring for others.  As we reflect on 

what we have heard today about giving of our time, talents and money we are going to close the 

service by singing the hymn, probably the only hymn we can after what we have heard today.  “Take 

my life and let it be” and we shall use it as a prayer.   May we be challenged by giving generously and 

even extravagantly of our time, talents, money and everything that we have. 

 Take my life and let it be, consecrated Lord to Thee: 
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move, at the impulse of Thy love: Take 

my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing, always, only for my King: 

Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from Thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold: 

Take my intellect and use every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine: Take 

my heart, it is Thine own, it shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord I pour at Thy feet its treasure store: Take 

myself and I will be, ever, only, all for Thee. 

Let us be quiet for a few minutes as we reflect on what we have 

sung – powerful words of dedication and commitment. 

Let us pray 

Lord, those are powerful words, but not easy to sing when we 

consider the commitment of giving of everything to you. 

Forgive us for the times when we hold back the gifts that you have given us, when we seek to do 
what we want and not what would bring honour to you and lead to your love and life being shared 
with others. 
 
Help us to be wholehearted this week and as we go into the future. As we give of ourselves to you 
may we constantly remind ourselves that Jesus gave all of Himself to us, even dying for us.  
Such love, O Jesus, such love. Amen 
 
 
If you could all unmute as we say the Grace together.  

Although we cannot hold hands you might like to hold your 

hands up as you bless those whom you see on the screen. 

Grace 


