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Loughborough Baptist Church 
Sunday  9th May 2021 at 10.45 am 

Margaret Thirlwell 
Order of Service 

 
New Every Morning 

Every day is a fresh beginning 

Listen my soul to the glad refrain 

And spite of old sorrows 

And older sinning,  

Troubles forecasted, and possible pain, 

Take heart with the day and begin again. 

 

Hymn: New Every Morning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FIz15z_Qso&t=1s 

 

                  New every morning is the love 

Our wakening and uprising prove; 

Through sleep and darkness safely brought, 

Restored to life and power and thought. 

 

New mercies, each returning day, 

Hover around us while we pray; 

New perils past, new sins forgiven,  

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven. 

 

        If on our daily course our mind 

Be set to hallow all we find, 

New treasures still of countless price, 

God will provide for sacrifice. 

 

The trivial round, the common task, 

Will furnish all we ought to ask ; 

Room to deny ourselves; a road  

To bring us daily nearer God. 

 

Only, O Lord in thy dear love, 

Fit us for perfect rest above; 

And help us this and every day 

To live more nearly as we pray 

 

John Keble  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FIz15z_Qso&t=1s
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Our first reading is taken from the Gospels of Mark and Luke and recount the calling 

of the first disciples of Jesus: 

 

Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee when he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew on the lake at work with a casting net; for they were fishermen. Jesus said 

to them ‘ Come with me and I will make you fishers of men.’ At once they left their 

nets and followed him. 

When he had gone a little further he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, who were in the boat overhauling their nets. He called them; and leaving their 

father in the boat with the hired men, they went off to follow him. ( Mark chapter 1 

verses 16-20 ) 

Later when he went out, he saw a tax gatherer, Levi by name, at his seat in the 

custom house, and said to him, ‘Follow me’ and he rose to his feet, left everything 

behind and followed him.  ( Luke chapter 5 verses 27-28.)  

 

When did you first follow Jesus? 

When I was about eight years old we lived in a village in Yorkshire where my father 

was the minister of the church. One Sunday morning he spoke to the children in the 

service and asked them if they wanted to follow Jesus. To those of us who did he 

gave a small blue card with the words ‘I accept Jesus as the captain of my life and 

promise to follow him.’  I kept that blue card with me until about twenty years later 

when we were on holiday with the caravan. It was broken into and my purse with the 

card in it was stolen. 

When I was fourteen my father was going to move from the village to be minister 

here in Loughborough. I very much wanted to be baptised amongst the people with 

whom I had grown up. So, on my dad’s last Sunday I was baptised in the pool in the 

village church. All the people I had known all my life were there. My friend’s father, 

who never came to church, came to share the day with me. I shall never forget that 

day. 

And so we may call ourselves disciples of Jesus. The meaning of the word disciple 

is someone who learns from a teacher, a student, and the disciples of Jesus were 

those who were called to learn from him. 

Following Jesus is not a soft option as the words of Jesus make plain: 

‘And to all he said, ‘If anyone wishes to be a follower of mine, he must leave self 

behind; day after day he must take up his cross and come with me. Whoever cares 

for his own safety is lost; but if a man will let himself be lost for my sake, that man is 

safe. ( Luke chapter 9 verses 23 – 24 ) 

And so, the question again ‘When did we first follow Jesus?’  
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Who led us to Jesus? What difference has it made to our lives? Like the fishermen 

and tax collector our lives have been changed by that decision.  

And another question – Do we still feel the same enthusiasm that we did many 

years ago? Has following Jesus become something we just do? Do we need to 

rethink? What does it mean for each of us to be a disciple today? 

And to some of us perhaps -those listening, those reading -If we haven’t yet made 

that commitment are we ready to give our lives to Jesus? How can we do that now? 

Let us pray 

Loving God, we thank you for all the years we have known your presence with us:   

encouraging, comforting, challenging. Give us the assurance that you will travel with 

us into the future, show us the way and give us the wisdom to accept your will for 

us. 

We pray for those who do not know you, those who are seeking for a way forward, 

for a way to live their lives. We ask that you will show yourself to them and they may 

find an answer to their seeking. Amen  

Hymn: Will You Come And Follow Me 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnXOEUS7BBM 

 

Will you come and follow me, 

If I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 

And never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

Will you let my love be known, 

 will you let my life be grown 

In you and you in me? 

 

Will you leave yourself behind 

If I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

And never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

Should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer 

In you and you in me 

 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 

If I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnXOEUS7BBM


 4 

And never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 

To reshape the world around 

Through my sight and touch and sound 

In you and you in me. 

 

                                                 Lord, your summons echoes true 

When you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you 

And never be the same. 

In your company I’ll  go 

Where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow 

In you and you in me. 

 

Iona Community 

 

 

 Luke tells us that Jesus gave the name apostles to his disciples. An apostle is 

someone who is sent out for a special purpose. The apostles were people who were 

called to spread the message of the Gospel to those with whom they came into 

contact and eventually throughout the world. 

 

The task of the apostles was not an easy one as our next reading reminds us: 

‘ He now called the twelve together and gave them power and authority to overcome 

all the devils and to cure diseases and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God 

and to heal. ‘Take nothing for the journey’, he told them, ‘neither stick nor pack, 

neither bread nor money; nor are you each to have a second coat. When you are 

admitted to a house, stay there, and go on from there. As for those who will not 

receive you, when you leave their town, shake the dust off your feet as a warning to 

them.’ So they set out and travelled from village to village, and everywhere they told 

the good news and healed the sick. (Luke chapter 9 verse 1-6 ) 

Notice that there are two instructions given by Jesus – and these instructions are 

given twice’ They were  

to overcome all devils and to cure diseases  

and again 

to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal 

The mission of the apostles joins preaching and healing – people’s physical 

wellbeing is as important as their spiritual health.  
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We cannot and should not ignore the suffering of the many, many people in the 

world today. Those without homes, those addicted to drugs of many kinds, those 

who live in isolation. And on the larger scale the suffering of those in many countries 

of the world, in particular India, whose suffering from the COVID pandemic is almost 

too large even to imagine. 

Of course the work of a Christian is to share the gospel with all who will listen but it 

is also to show the gospel to others by the things we do and the way we live both as 

a Christian fellowship and as individuals. 

General Booth was once heavily criticised for offering food and meals to those in 

need instead of the simple gospel. His reply: ‘It is impossible to comfort people’s 

hearts with the love of God when their feet are perishing with cold’ The Salvation 

Army follows the teaching enshrined in that comment and many, many people have 

found God through having been given a meal and a place to wash.  

As we plan our mission in the days to come, when the church continues to reopen, 

this is something we perhaps need to think and pray about – How can we best share 

with people the love of God as demonstrated by Jesus? How can we, as a church 

and individuals be a reflection of that love? 

 

I wonder if Jesus came in the flesh today how the gospel would be spread -

newspapers, radio, television, email, twitter, face book – we could go on and on. In 

Jesus day there was only one way - by word of mouth – and so the disciples were 

sent out. 

And as Christians in the 21st century, how do we best share the Gospel? I must 

admit some of us feel that we are barely in the 21st century as far as technology is 

concerned and one of the struggles of the past eighteen months has been ‘coping 

with the computer’.  

But the words of Jesus at the end of Matthews Gospel remain in our minds ‘Go forth 

therefore and make all nations my disciples.  

 As we prepare hopefully to move back to something approaching normal there are 

some questions we need to answer. 

 I sat in on a meeting between Lilian and Vicki last week. They were looking at the 

lists of people who had connected with the church during lockdown. How do we 

keep in touch? How do we continue to share the gospel with them? Important 

questions for a Christian Fellowship such as ours. 

Lunch Break is opening soon -How can we encourage people to come onto our 

premises and when they are there – how do we treat them? 

Perhaps a more important point to note is that Jesus sent his disciples out. They 

weren’t to sit at home or in their boat by the sea. There were to travel from village to 
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village, preaching the good news. That may be asking a bit much for some of us – or 

it may not. How long can we sit in our very warm and welcoming church if people 

are not coming in? 

The end of Luke’s Gospel we know is not the end of the story. Let us listen to the 

last verses of it. Jesus has just appeared to his startled and terrified disciples. He 

has spoken to them and eaten fish: 

And he said to them ‘This is what I meant by saying, while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the prophets and the psalms 

was bound to be fulfilled’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures. 

‘This’ he said, is what is written: that the Messiah is to suffer death and to rise again 

on the third day, and that in his name repentance, bringing the forgiveness of sins is 

to be proclaimed to all nations. Begin from Jerusalem; it is you who are the 

witnesses to it all. And mark this: I am sending upon you my Father’s promised gift; 

so stay here in this city until you are armed with the power from above. 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and blessed them with uplifted hands; and 

in the act of blessing he parted from them. And they returned to Jerusalem with 

great joy, and spent all their time in the temple praising God.’ 

However hard the task, whatever difficulties and suffering the disciples had to face -

they are not alone. Here is the promise of Jesus, here is the promise of the Holy 

Spirit. A promise to the disciples, a promise to us, a promise that we will celebrate at 

Pentecost. 

 

Let us pray for the world in which we live: 

Loving God , We pray for our world – for those who suffer from the violent actions of 

others, for those who are hungry and  whose future is uncertain, . We pray for all 

who are suffering from Covid and particularly this morning for the people of India - 

be with doctors and nurses, leaders and those relatives who are far away from their 

families but desperately concerned about them. 

We pray for those in our own fellowship and others known to us who are ill or finding 

life difficult. For Sandy coping with the loss of her father, for Daphne and others who 

are recovering from illness or treatment. Give them courage and faith and may they 

know that they are in our thoughts and prayers. 

And for ourselves -be with us when our faith is weak, when the difficulties of life 

threaten to overwhelm us. Remind us of your love and care and help us to travel 

forward with you with joy and hope. 

We ask these prayers in the name of Jesus Amen. 
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Hymn: Go Forth And Tell  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNyDd9qtuk0 

 

Go forth and tell! O Church of God awake! 

God’s saving news to all the nations take; 

Proclaim Christ Jesus, Saviour, Lord and King,  

That all the world his worthy praise may sing 

 

Go forth and tell! God’s love embraces all; 

He will in grace respond to all who call: 

How shall they call if they have never heard 

The gracious invitation of his word 

 

Go forth and tell, O church of God, arise! 

Go in the strength which Christ your Lord supplies; 

Go till all nations his great name adore 

And serve him Lord and king for evermore 

 

James E Seddon 

 

 

We say the Grace together: 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all.    Amen 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNyDd9qtuk0

