
                            MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE – 7th JUNE 2020 
                                                                                                                (with thanks again to Billy) 
                                                    MESSAGES FROM JAMES 
Good morning friends, it is good to be able to share with you even if not in the flesh and for us to share in 
worship together. You might like to remember the people who sat near you when we used to meet or look 
around the church in your mind’s eye and visualise friends sharing this service with you. 
 

says, “Praise the Lord. How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise Psalm 147 
Him”. 
 
What better way is there to start this time together but with a hymn of praise – you might like to imagine David 
leading us, using the appropriate stops on the organ and giving it all the power of that instrument. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roxlm_gCb7c&list=LLCM9Z_ps7ztkMGvVyrZLgGQ&index=4 

 
BPW No.68 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation,  
O my soul praise Him for He is thy health and salvation. 
All ye who hear, brothers and sisters draw near, praise Him in glad adoration. 
 
Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigneth,  
shelters thee under His wing, and so gently sustaineth, 
Have you not seen, all you have needed has been met by His gracious providing. 
 
Praise to the Lord, who shall prosper your work and defend you,  
surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, who with His love will befriend you. 
 
Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him,  
all that has life and breath come now with praises before Him. 
Let the amen sound from his people again; gladly we praise and adore Him. 
 
Dear Father 
As we come together this morning we are full of praise for all your care of us, for the ways in which, daily, you 
protect us,  the love that you show but most importantly for the salvation we have  through Jesus. 
We pray that as we worship you today, although in different places we will feel your presence and you will hear 
and accept our praise. 
When we meet together we give you gifts to show our love for you and although we cannot do that physically 
we have made gifts in other ways  and we ask that you will bless and use these so that the church will fulfil its 
mission in reaching people for you. 
Amen 
 
Not being a preacher like David, Howard or others this service may be a little simpler but I hope there will be 
things that will encourage and challenge you. 
I want to share with you thoughts from the book of James. It is debateable who the writer of this book was, 
whether the brother of John or the half- brother of Jesus, probably the latter but what is certain is that he 
became a leader of the church in Jerusalem. This letter, one of the most practical in the New Testament was 
written to give Christians in new churches a template for Christian living.  
It was written by someone who was a frightened man, along with other disciples after the resurrection of Jesus 
but it was the gift of the Holy Spirit that changed him and the other disciples into powerful speakers, teachers, 
writers and leaders of churches throughout Jerusalem and the wider world.  
As we remembered last week at Pentecost the gift of the Holy Spirit was not just given for the church at that 
time but is the gift for us today as we seek to live out our lives – the power to be the people God wants us to 
be. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roxlm_gCb7c&list=LLCM9Z_ps7ztkMGvVyrZLgGQ&index=4


Can you have your Bible to hand so that you can follow the three passages. 
 

“Trials leading to perseverance”. JAMES 1:2-5 
I think we could all agree that this current pandemic is a trial and is certainly testing our patience but hopefully 
developing our perseverance. One Bible commentator used different words that I love; he talked of ‘Opposition 
leading to Opportunities’. Could Covid 19 be classed as, not just a trial but opposition, opposition to our normal 
way of life but will it lead us not just to persevere but to use the opportunities it presents to us? 
 
Some of you may know of the time I spent in Uganda a few years ago with an organisation started by a young 
man who was incensed by  the injustice he saw in the legal system in that country. He set about obtaining a law 
degree and valuable legal experience that enabled him to converse with people who would have influence in 
that country, politicians, Government officials and senior prison staff. He faced great opposition but eventually 
his work brought about the abolition of the death penalty and a fairer and more transparent legal system for 
Ugandans regardless of their social class or financial resources.  This young Christian man did not bow to 
opposition from people in authority, but used it as an opportunity for change.  God did great things through 
him who persevered and overcame many trials and continues to do so. 
James 1-:1 tells us to consider it joy when we face trials as they lead to perseverance that leads to maturity, 
surely what we desire for our own spiritual lives.  Can we consider it joy as we go through this time of isolation? 
As we look at our world at present we can ask ourselves what opportunities does it presents to us for change. 
Much has been said that we will not be the same after lock down, so how do you think our world will change? 
Also, what opportunities does this time of trial give us as a church? Will we be different, will we change, will we 
grow and develop? As we look forward to a new minister, whenever that will be, will we be ready to persevere 
in all we do but also look for new opportunities for service and development of our individual and collective 
faith in the Lord Jesus. 
 
Dear Lord, 
Thank you for your presence with us during this time of  lock down, and for all the caring things people have 
done that have shown us love. 
We ask that this time of trial will give us opportunities to look to the future and take every opportunity to grow 
closer to each other as a fellowship, grow closer to you personally and look forward to your leading into the 
opportunities you have for us. Amen 
 
Let us sing another hymn that asks that we will use opportunities to bring peace and hope to those without 
these. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2svZhZT6Pro&list=LLCM9Z_ps7ztkMGvVyrZLgGQ&index=3 

 
 
BPW No. 634 
Make me a channel of your peace, where there is hatred let me bring your love; 
Where there is injury your pardon Lord and where there’s doubt true faith in you. 
 
Chorus 
Oh Master, grant that I may never seek so much to be consoled as to console, 
To be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love with all my souls 
 
Make me a channel of your peace, where there’s despair in life let me bring hope, 
Where there is darkness, only light and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace, It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving to all men that we receive and in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2svZhZT6Pro&list=LLCM9Z_ps7ztkMGvVyrZLgGQ&index=3


“Taming the tongue”. JAMES 3:1-6  
 
Perhaps this is the most familiar of all James’s instructions but, I speak for myself here, perhaps the most 
difficult to undertake. James talks of the tongue as a fire corrupting the whole body. These are strong words but 
perhaps we can identify with them if we have ever been at the receiving end of a critical, unfair, hurtful or 
flippant remark. He also uses the analogy of a rudder on a ship, such a small thing but one that controls the 
large vessel. 
Many, many years ago my brother and I went on holiday to North Wales with our parents.  One day he and I 
went on a boat trip to the Isle of Man. On our return our parents were waiting for us at the end of Llandudno 
Pier and could not understand why the boat was taking so long in its approach. We and the rest of the 
passengers were told that the rudder had broken so that the boat could not be steered. Eventually we made 
our way back to the pier but backwards (I am not sure of the correct nautical term). Sometimes what we say 
and how we say it can lead to a backward journey, in our relationships with others and with the Lord. 
  We have all heard the adage that we have two ears and only one mouth so that we should listen twice as 
much as we talk. My delightful great granddaughter Aurora is learning to speak and is doing so by copying the 
words as her parents say them to her. Her face lights up as she realises that she has got it right and then she 
repeats them over and over again, sometimes clapping herself in her excitement. Does this speak to us of the 
importance of listening to the words of Jesus so that we will be able to copy what He has put in our hearts and 
from these will come positive words of wisdom, graciousness and love. 
 
Dear Lord, 
I ask forgiveness for the times when I may have said hurtful or negative things and ask that you will give me the 
insight and grace to always say things that will build people up, encourage them and enable them to become 
the people you want them to be.  Amen. 
 

“What a church is all about”. JAMES 5:13-16  
 
This passage shows us the elements of an effective church. 
 
1. The church should be a ‘singing’ church. Verse 15 tells us that if we are happy we should sing songs of praise 
although praising the Lord during difficult times is important too. It demonstrates our knowledge of His love 
and care for us and thanks Him for it. We have a variety of music in our church that enables us to sing both 
older traditional hymns and modern songs.  Hopefully, this allows us all to praise the Lord in ways that express 
our love for and to Him.  The Forget me Not Whatsapp has included the singing of many favourite songs and 
this has lifted the spirits of those who are caring for loved ones with Dementia, as well as those with the 
condition and the volunteers who share in this work.  Although singing hymns raises our spirits it is the fact that 
we are expressing our love for the Lord that is the prime reason for being a singing church. 
 
2. The church should be a ‘healing’ church. Healing is a strong word that can be open to different 
interpretations. James says that “.. the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well”. At the hospice we 
often prayed for healing for our patients knowing that for them this would not necessarily lead to a cure from 
their physical condition. We did have one patient who, when having a consultation with her Doctor was told, 
that after several x-rays and examinations he could see no sign of her original Cancer.   
This was exciting but not the norm for the remainder of our patients but we continued to pray for their healing. 
I discovered that the word ‘wholeness’ and ‘healing’ came from the same root so we prayed for our patients 
that they would experience healing in areas of their lives, perhaps not physical cures but the opportunity to 
have physical symptoms eased,  to deal with the emotions that their illness presented them with,  the  
opportunities to spend time with family and friends, say the things that they wanted to say and even put right 
any fractures there had been in their relationships and the opportunity to seek to ask questions about their 
value in life and their future. To us that was ‘healing’. Surely that it what we desire for people who come to the 
church; that they will become whole people, especially finding that new life in Jesus, not just for this life but 
also eternally. 
 
 



3. The church should be a ‘praying’ church.  
I have to admit that I admire people who can pray eloquently and assuredly but have realised over the years 
that the words we use are not so important as the state of our relationship with God. As James says, “The 
prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” and this challenges me to pray more for people whether in 
church or in private. Faith is often seen as a strange concept to non-Christians who cannot understand how we 
can believe in things we cannot see but James tells us that by praying in faith, in the God of miracles we can 
change ourselves, our family, our town and this world around us. 
 
Father 
Forgive me for the times when I stumble over my prayers and do not have the words to express how I feel 
about you and your love for me. Help me to remember that I only have to tell you what is on my mind and the 
concerns I have, the needy people I long for you to touch and so I do that in faith, trusting you to hear and 
answer my prayer.  
As we go through this period of interregnum as a church we pray, in faith, that you will direct our future, lead 
us to the person you have chosen to lead us into the future. Give us the confidence to say, “Your will be done”.   
Amen 
 
Thank you for sharing this worship time with each other. 
As we come to the end of this service let us sing a hymn that could also be used as a personal prayer.  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXdNCm6PG-A&list=LLCM9Z_ps7ztkMGvVyrZLgGQ&index=3&t=0s 

 
 
BPW No. 537 
May the mind of Christ my Saviour live in me from day to day, 
by His love and power controlling all I do and say. 
 
May the word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour, 
so that all may see I triumph only through His power. 
 
May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything, 
that I may be calm to comfort sick and sorrowing. 
 
May the love of Jesus fill me as the waters fill the sea; 
Him exalting, self- abasing, this is victory. 
 
May I run the race before me, strong and brave to face the foe, 
looking only unto Jesus as I onward go. 
 
May His beauty rest upon me as I seek to make Him known, 
so that all may look to Jesus seeing Him alone. 
 

as we go into this coming week whatever we do, and whatever we face. A Benediction 
 
The love of the Lord Jesus draw us to Himself, 
     the power of the Lord Jesus strengthen us in His service, 
the joy of the Lord Jesus fill our hearts, 
     and the blessings of God almighty, 
the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, 
     be among us and remain with us always.    Amen. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXdNCm6PG-A&list=LLCM9Z_ps7ztkMGvVyrZLgGQ&index=3&t=0s

