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Sunday 6th Dec - Mark Clay 

 
Welcome and Notices 
 
Prayer 
 
Song – Holy Holy, I will bow before my Lord and King 

 
Holy Holy 
I will bow before 
My Lord and King 
Hallelujah 
You have come to us 
You make all things new 

Emmanuel 
Jesus Christ 
You'll never let me go 
My Shepherd King 
You're watching over me 
Emmanuel 

So amazing 
You have named the stars 
Of the deepest night 
Still You love me 
You have called my name 
I will follow You 

Emmanuel 
Jesus Christ 
You'll never let me go 
My Shepherd King 
You're watching over me 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

Holy Holy 
God Almighty 
There is none like You (there is none like You, nowhere, nowhere) 
Holy Holy 
God Almighty 
There is none like You (there is none like You, nowhere, nowhere) 
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Emmanuel 
Jesus Christ 
You'll never let me go 
My Shepherd King 
You're watching over me 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel 

Lighting of the second Advent Candle – Victoria Edwards 
 
Breath of Heaven – Film Clip 
 
Readings – Edward Atkin 

ISAIAH 7V14 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth 

to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  

HEBREWS 1V1-4 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe.  

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as 
much superior to the angels as the name he has  
inherited is superior to theirs. 
 
MESSAGE - GOD WILL GIVE YOU A SIGN 
 
HEBREWS 1V1-4 and Isaiah 7v14 
‘Be Prepared’ is the motto of the Scouts. 
I suppose that it carries the idea that preparation is good. 
If you know that something is coming – get ready for it nice and early. 
Then you are less likely to be caught out. 
 
Are you one of those people who prepares well in advance? 
Or are you one of those who does everything at the last minute? 
What do they call those kinds of people – oh that’s it – lazy, no strange! 
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Well today is the season of Advent. 
The word ‘advent’ comes from the Latin translation of the Greek word ‘perousia’ 
meaning ‘coming’ or ‘second coming’ of Christ. 
So advent is meant to be a time when Gods people wait and prepare for the second 
coming of Christ in glory. 
It is a time when we look back to what God has done in Christ and look forward to 
his coming again. 
 
We will be doing this over the coming weeks as we hear again the story of Christ’s 
first coming to this world. 
Retelling the story will help us to be prepared for when he comes again. 
This time not as a helpless babe – but as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
 
But when we look at this story of the next few weeks we will also remind ourselves 
of the fact that when Jesus came to this world. 
When the incarnation took place. 
When God became one of us. 
When the creator and sustainer of the universe walked among his creation. 
When God took on human form. 
When the eternal took on the mortal. 
When the God beyond our imagining limited himself. 
 
Most of us missed it! We were not prepared. 
Even though God had given us warnings - signs. 
 
And like with any sign we must make sure that we; 
 
DON’T MISS IT 
 
What is the point of a sign? 
To warn us. To give us direction. To offer help.  
To tell us to take action. 
To tell us to be prepared for what is to come! 
Only an idiot ignores a warning sign. 
Warning cliff edge ahead – put your foot down. 
Warning – river ahead – I wonder if my car can float! 
Well, friends, as we approach Christmas 2020 – God has given us a sign. 
A sign that a saviour has been born to us. 
And it’s a sign that he points out to us so that we will not miss it; 
 
“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 
Immanuel” (Isaiah 7v14) 
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Yet how many of us refuse to see the sign. 
How many of us refuse to heed its warning, its clear direction? 
And instead let our lives our way and carry on heading for the cliff edge! 
 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel” (Isaiah 7v14) 
 
Here is a great sign that no one should miss. 
A virgin would have a baby.   
Surely this will not be missed. 
This would be the birth of no ordinary child. 
This would be the sign of Gods Messiah, Gods Saviour, Gods Son, God Himself 
coming into the world. 
 
So as we prepare for advent it is good for us to remind ourselves of just who this 
baby would grow up to be. 
 
HE IS GOD'S PROPHETIC VOICE. (V2) 
 
We live in a world that recognises the need for good communication. 
This is why so much money is spent on advertising.   
What we communicate and how we communicate it is hugely important. 
 
In Italy, a campaign for "Schweppes Tonic Water" translated the name into the 
much less thirst quenching "Schweppes Toilet Water".  
 
The Dairy Association's huge success with the campaign "Got Milk?" prompted them 
to expand advertising to Mexico. It was soon brought to their attention the Spanish 
translation read “Are you lactating?"  
The verses that we read from Hebrews 1 tell us HOW God has communicated his 
love to us. 
It begins by stating one of the greatest facts of the Christian faith. 
 
“but in these last days he has SPOKEN TO US by his Son…”  (Heb 1v2) 
God has SPOKEN to humanity. 
He has communicated with us through his son, Jesus. 
In Christ God he has bridged the greatest communication gap of all. 
How a holy God can live in relationship with a sinful humanity. 
In Christ he has spoken fully, finally and perfectly.   
 
HE IS GODS SON. (V2) 
 
“but in these last days he has spoken to us BY HIS SON, whom he appointed heir of 
all things…”  (Heb 1v2) 
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These early Christians may have begun to see Jesus just as a good man! 
So in this letter he reminds them and us of just who Jesus is. 
He is more than just a good man. 
He is the very Son of God.   
He is the enthroned Lord worthy of all honour and worship. 
Whose perfect, sinless nature is a 'unique revelation',  
Whose 'authority' in heaven and earth is without rival. 
Whose 'sacrifice' is alone effective for our salvation,  
 
This is why he is greater than all the other OT prophets. 
Without the work of the Son there is no salvation.   
This Son is the ‘heir of all things', the earth and the entire universe. 
The idea of Sonship is stressed, only a son has an inheritance!  
How can a person hope to be saved if they have rejected God's Saviour? 
 
HE IS THE CREATOR GOD (V2) 
 
““but in these last days he has spoken to us by his son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things and THROUGH WHOM HE MADE THE INIVERSE.”                 (Heb 1v2) 
 
He reminds them that Jesus was not just a brilliant local teacher / preacher. 
He was one who has shared in the creative work of the Almighty. 
Surely a Christ whose hands had helped to shape the stars could hold these Jewish 
Christians in their time of testing and guide their steps. 
If the chaos before creation could be overcome surely he could control their destiny 
and meet their needs. 
 
HE IS GOD'S GLORY PERSONIFIED. (V3) 
 
The Son IS THE RADIANCE OF GOD’S GLORY…  (Heb 1v3) 
 
For the Hebrews the glory of God was a visible and outward expression of the 
presence of God. 
God's presence settles on MT. Sinai, in the 'tabernacle' etc. 
The author goes on to say that now, in the last days, this same glory of God has 
been seen in the person of Jesus Christ who reflects, or is, the 'radiance' of God's 
glory. 
 
HE IS GOD'S PERFECT REVELATION. (V3) 
 
The Son is the radiance of god’s glory and the EXACT REPRESENTATION OF HIS 
BEING…    (Heb 1v3) 
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How can the writer impress upon the readers the real message of Christ's person? 
He says that Jesus bears the very stamp of God's nature.   
All God's attributes can be seen in him.   
The 'stamp' on a coin matches exactly the picture on the die.   
(i.e. Christ is the perfect picture of God). 
If humanity wants to know what God is like, they need to look at Christ! 
 
HE SUSTAINS ALL THINGS. (V3) 
 
…SUSTAINING ALL THINGS by his powerful word.    (Heb 1v3) 
 
 
The writer speaks of Christ’s present work in the universe, keeping and sustaining it 
by his word of power. 
In this the author speaks of Christ's equality with God.   
He is not only the creator but also the sustainer. 
He stresses that Christ’s word is powerful and what he says, happens, both in the 
universe and in our lives, despite opposition. 
 
JESUS IS GOD'S UNIQUE SACRIFICE. (V3)  
 
The author moves our attention away from who Christ is, to what he did. 
When Jesus gave himself up for us on the cross his blood was shed 'once for all' at a 
single point in time.   
No repetition of this saving act will ever be needed. 
Nor can we do anything to add to it and thus earn our salvation.   
Christ is God's unrepeatable sacrificial provision for the greatest problem of 
humanity, sin!   
His is a finished work. 
 
When Christ’s work was done he;  
 
'sat down at the right hand of the majesty on high'.   
 
The OT priest at the end of his offering could not sit. 
His work was never sufficient and therefore never finished.   
Christ's sacrifice is eternally effective and so he could; 'sit down'.  
This indicated that his work was done, finished. 
This brings to mind his words while on the cross.  'It is finished'. 
The son who was humiliated on earth is enthroned in heaven. 
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So as we go into this advent season. 
As we remember the story of Christ’s first coming and think about his promise to 
come again. 
 
Let us not forget just who he is. 
Who this story is about. 
 
He Is Gods Prophetic Voice 
He is Gods Son 
He is the Creator God 
He Is Gods Glory Personified 
He is God’s Perfect Revelation 
He Sustains All Things 
He is Gods Unique Sacrifice 
 
A Christ who is bigger than our biggest thoughts of him. 
A Christ who us bigger than our best experience of Him.   
 
O come let us adore Him. 
O come let us adore Him. 
O come let us adore Him. 
Christ the Lord! 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession – Daphne Hall 
 

Song – In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
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In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied  
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand. 

 
 
Benediction 
 
 


