
LBC Sunday Service – 31st Jan 2021 
Call to Worship 
 
Psalm 100 
1 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
2     Worship the Lord with gladness; 
    come before him with joyful songs. 
3 Know that the Lord is God. 
    It is he who made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
    and his courts with praise; 
    give thanks to him and praise his name. 
5 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 
 
We may currently have no gates to enter or no courts or any premises where we could 
physically gather to worship the Lord. Nevertheless, God who knows us and our situations is 
good and loving and faithful.  
 
Prayer: Dear Lord, we pray that you bless this service and help us to worship with an 
undistracted heart and devotion, although we are socially distanced during this third national 
lockdown. Your word says that ‘The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him 
in truth.’ Indeed, you are never distant from those who call on your name, rather close to 
them. This we believe. Please speak to us and deepen our faith and joy in you and bless us 
today. We pray this in Jesus’ precious name. Amen!   
 
Song 1: Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bk_7wUR2Wdg  
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 
 
And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us" 
 
Give thanks! 
 
Reading 1: (Shade) Hebrews 11:8-13 

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith 
he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was 



looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by 
faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because 
she[a] considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and 
he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless 
as the sand on the seashore. 

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were 
foreigners and strangers on earth. 

Song 2: Because He Lives 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPW9xYEyijQ 
 
God sent His son, they called Him Jesus 
He came to love, heal and forgive 
He lived and died to buy my pardon 
An empty grave is there to prove my saviour lives 
 
Refrain: Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives, all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living, just because He lives 
 
How sweet to hold a newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy He gives 
But greater still the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain day, because He lives 
 
And then one day, I'll cross the river 
I'll fight life's final war with pain 
And then, as death gives way to victory 
I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He reigns 

 
Prelude: (Sheena)  
 
Today’s message that is to follow is centred around the theme of a home or a dwelling place. 
Our first reading talks about Abraham who made his home where God called him to - living 
like a stranger in a foreign land while pitching tents. 
 
We all love a bit of safety and stability. Recently, we received our settlement in the UK, which 
means we will not need a work visa anymore and our stay can be indefinite. Having worked 
in different IT jobs on temporary basis, we can say we know somewhat what instability tastes 
like. There is a kind of comfort when you belong. 
 
Round the last year, we repeatedly heard the message of ‘Stay at Home’. While it is 
undeniable that everyone is fed up staying home by now, the fact remains that home is still 



the best place to be. A home is a dream for many who cannot afford one. Ask the homeless 
man sleeping rough on the streets! 
 
What if the rule was ‘Stay out of home’ (obviously in an altogether different scenario)? Can 
we handle that? We do love holidays, but what is the possibility of a longest holiday being 
equally enjoyable? At the end of the day, we long to return to our own nests where we belong. 
 
Last Saturday, we had a bit of walking venture on a cold evening. It was the day before the 
snow arrived. Very unusually we decided to walk for quite a long distance. Nearly when on 
our return trip, the girls grew so weary and tired that there were in tears. Christelle tripped 
over twice, while Michelle realised she should have taken her warm gear. By now, the silent 
tears had turned into wailing.  It grew darker and it wasn’t easy. Still to cover more than a 
mile, every step now was a pain. We kept distracting them from their worry but no joy. 
 
We had to reassure them ‘Don’t worry –we’ll soon be home’. Inwardly everyone wished we 
could be teleported home. And when we eventually reached, home felt suddenly sweeter 
than ever. We celebrated by treating the girls to a hot chocolate. We all slept so well that 
night. 
 
We need reminders. ‘We’ll soon be home’ is probably a good one!  
 
Reading 2: (Julia) John 14: 1-8 

1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a]; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s 
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where 
I am going.” 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From now 
on, you do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that 
will be enough for us.” 

Song 3: In the Sweet By and By 
 
There’s a land that is fairer than day, 
And by faith we can see it afar; 
For the Father waits over the way 
To prepare us a dwelling place there. 

Refrain: In the sweet by and by, 
We shall meet on that beautiful shore; 
In the sweet by and by, 
We shall meet on that beautiful shore. 



We shall sing on that beautiful shore 
The melodious songs of the blessed; 
And our spirits shall sorrow no more, 
Not a sigh for the blessing of rest. 

To our bountiful Father above, 
We will offer our tribute of praise 
For the glorious gift of His love 
And the blessings that hallow our days. 

Intercession (Yen) 
 

▪ For the world affected by Covid-19 with over 100,000 people who died in the UK. Let 
us pray for the bereaving families, the homeless, people with poor health and 
financially struggles, businesses affected, youth and kids and their mental health. 

▪ For NHS to play their role effectively and administer vaccines. 
▪ For the governments - national, and worldwide to be guided by divine wisdom. 
▪ For Christians in positions of influence and for Churches to minister selflessly. 
▪ For LBC – the future; for all members; for the deacons as they seek God’s will for a 

new minister. 
 
Message (Aby) 
Some of us may have watched this wonderful cartoon ‘Stickman’ authored by Julia 
Donaldson. It is a children’s favourite! Stick Man, the main character lives in the family tree 
with his Stick Lady Love and their stick children three. Some terrible events cause the stickman 
to lose his way home. He tries hard to get back home to the family tree. In the end, he makes 
it home - reunited with his loved ones. There is a lovely concept of home in that story. 
 
What is home? Not just bricks and mortar, but much more than that. To many of us, our family 
home is the place that (literally) measured us as we grew up. It has seen all our joys and known 
our sorrows; met our first loves and heartaches; and has stood strong through our proud 
milestones and painful setbacks. It has been the best keeper of all our secrets, big and small. 
A home is filled with joy when you share it with someone you love, and when you lose a loved 
one, it is still a place of memories! That is where you belong! 
 
In the Old Testament reading from Hebrews 11, we see Abraham whose life was filled with 
faith. At God’s command he left home and went to another land – obeying without question. 
He believed the covenant that God made with him. By faith he made his home in the promised 
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the promise. For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. 
We know about Abraham’s nephew Lot, who lived among the cities of the plain and pitched 
his tents near Sodom – where the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly 
against the Lord. Whereas Abraham moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of 
Mamre, at Hebron, where he built an altar to the Lord.  
 



Lot’s desire for the best cost him his freedom and enjoyment. In much the same way, we can 
be enticed into doing things or going places we shouldn’t. The prosperity we long for is 
captivating; it can both entice us and enslave us if our motives are not in line with God’s 
desires. The heart is where the treasure is. When God brought destruction upon the great 
sinful cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, we read how reluctant Lot and his family were to flee 
away from their homes. And we read about Lot’s wife who couldn’t resist the temptation to 
look back into the town where her heart was set. She stood there and became a pillar of salt, 
as we read it in Genesis 19. The false attractions of our culture’s pleasures can hypnotize us, 
to base our lives around the wealth, position and comfort that the world may offer to us. 
 
And this reminds me of the wonderful hymn that goes: 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace 
 
In the passage we read today from John 14, we see Jesus saying, “I am going there - to the 
Fathers house - to prepare a place for you” and “I will come back to take you to be with me so 
that you can be where I will be”.  
Jesus’ words show that the way to eternal life, though unseen is secure – as secure as your 
trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only issue that may still be 
unsettled is our unwillingness to believe.  
We can look forward to eternal life because Jesus has promised it to all who believe in him. 
Although the details of eternity are unknown, we need not fear because Jesus is preparing for 
us and will spend eternity with us. 
 
“You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Thomas said to him, “Lord we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” 
How can we know the way to God? Only through Jesus. By uniting our lives with his, we are 
united with God. Trust Jesus to take you to the Father, and all the benefits of being God’s 
child will be yours. 
 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me”. 
It is a one-way road and it is the only way. As the way, Jesus is our path that leads to the 
Father. As the truth, he is the reality of all God’s promises. As the life, he offers his divine life 
to ours, both now and eternally. Jesus is the visible, tangible image of the invisible God. He is 
the complete revelation of what God is like. Jesus explained to Philip who wanted to see the 
Father, that to know Jesus is to know God. The search for God, for truth and reality, ends in 
Christ. 
 
We may be the most technologically advanced and sophisticated people in human history. 
Yet, technological advances have not yet rescued us from social problems. We still suffer from 
isolation and estrangement; we long for home. This human urge for home is not unique to 
our time.  

The answer is in Jesus Christ. His invitation for all the burdened and weary is open and what 
he promises is true rest and to be home with him.  

 



Song 4: Softly and tenderly Jesus is Calling 
 
Softly and tenderly, Jesus is calling 
Calling for you and for me 
See on the portals He's waiting and watching 
Watching for you and for me 
 
Refrain: Come home, come home 
Ye who are weary come home 
Earnestly, tenderly Jesus is calling 
Calling, "O sinner come home" 
 
Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading? 
Pleading for you and for me 
Why should we linger and heed not His mercies? 
Mercies for you and for me 
 
O for the wonderful love He has promised 
Promised for you and for me 
Though we have sinned He has mercy and pardon 
Pardon for you and for me 
 
Grace 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with us for now and evermore – Amen! 
 
Quotes 
If you live for the next world, you get this one in the deal; 
But if you live only for this world, you lose them both. – C.S. Lewis 
 
There are far better things ahead, than any we leave behind. – C.S. Lewis 
 
The Bible takes the word home with all of its tender associations and sacred memories and 
applies it to the hereafter and tells us that heaven is home. – Billy Graham 
 
One reason for choosing God’s path is of supreme importance:  It leads us home. – Billy 
Graham 
 
… Then man goes to his eternal home … Eccl 12:5 
 


