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Morning Service – Sunday 3 January 2021 

Our first hymn reminds us that today is the first Sunday of a new year and the journey we 

make is one that we do not make alone. 

 
Hymn BPW 356: One more step along the world I go  

 
One more step along the world I go, 
one more step along the world I go, 

from the old things to the new 
keep me travelling along with you: 

 
And it’s from the old I travel to the new 

keep me travelling along with you. 
 

Round the corners of the world I turn, 
more and more about the world I learn 

all the new things that I see 
you’ll be looking at along with me: 

 
As I travel through the bad and good, 
keep me travelling the way I should; 

where I see no way to go 
you’ll be telling me the way, I know: 

 
Give me courage when the world is rough, 
keep me loving thought the world is tough; 

leap ad sing in all I do 
keep me travelling along with you: 

 
You are older than the world can be, 
you are younger than the life in me; 

ever old and ever new’ 
keep me travelling along with you: 

 
 
Have you made any New Year Resolutions?  

There’s an account in Luke’s Gospel of someone who made a resolution, I don’t think it was 

new year, but that didn’t seem to matter.’ 
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Reading  Luke chapter 19 verses 1-10 

Entering Jericho he (Jesus) made his way through the city. There was a man there named 

Zacchaeus; he was superintendent of taxes and very rich. He was eager to see what Jesus 

looked like; but, being a little man, he could not see him for the crowd. So he ran on ahead 

and climbed a sycamore tree in order to see him , for he was to pass that way. When Jesus 

came to the place, he looked up and said, ‘Zacchaeus, be quick and come down; I must 

come and stay with you today.’ At this there was a general murmur of disapproval. ‘He has 

gone in’, they said, ‘to be the guest of a sinner.’ But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the 

Lord, ‘Here and now, sir, I give half my possessions to charity; and if I have cheated anyone, 

I am ready to repay him four times over’. Jesus said to him, ‘Salvation has come to this 

house today! for this man too is a son of Abraham, and the Son of Man has come to seek 

and save what is lost.’ 

 

We can make resolutions any time, but the New Year always seems a good time for 

deciding that we won’t do the things that we really shouldn’t and aren’t helpful or hurt 

other people and we will try and do the things that Jesus would want us to do -to be kind, 

to encourage people, to help people who need help and to try and be cheerful, even when 

things are not going too well. 

Prayer 

Loving God, help us to be the people you would like us to be. Help us to follow the example 

of Jesus, who was kind and gave of himself for the sake of others. Let us remember that you 

are always with us even when things seem very dark and we may be worried and afraid. 

Help us to remember your promise to each one of us ‘I am with you always, to the end of 

time’  Amen 

 

Chorus : Zacchaeus 

Now Zacchaeus was a very little man 
And a very little man was he. 

He climbed up into a sycamore tree 
For the Saviour he wanted to see 
For the Saviour he wanted to see 

 
And when the Saviour passed that way 

He looked into the tree 
And said ‘now Zacchaeus you come down, 

I’m coming to your house for tea 
I’m coming to your house for tea’. 
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Reading Mark chapter 10 verses 46 – 52 

They came to Jericho; and as he was leaving the town with his disciples and a large crowd, 

Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was seated at the roadside. Hearing that it was 

Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout ‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me!’ Many of the 

people told him to hold  his tongue, but he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have pity on 

me.’ Jesus stopped  and said, ‘Call him’; so they called the blind man and said, ‘Take heart; 

stand up; he is calling you.’ At that he threw off his cloak, sprang up and came to Jesus. 

Jesus said to him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’  ‘Master’, the bind man answered 

‘I want my sight back.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go, your faith has cured you,’ And at once he 

recovered his sight and followed him on the road. 

worrying how things will work out. And now we have hope -we must be careful, we must 

take things steadily, but there is hope. 

 

On the face of it there wasn’t much hope for the two people we have read about earlier. 

Zacchaeus, a tax collector, collecting money for the Romans, the occupying power.  

I wonder why he wanted to see Jesus? Curiosity? Or was it more than that? And so he goes 

out into the city of Jericho and climbs a tree -so he can see Jesus – he was a small man! Or 

did he want to hide from the jibes and hostile comments of the crowd –  a bit of both I 

think. And to the amazement and horror of the crowd, Jesus stopped under the tree, called 

Zacchaeus down, went to his house and actually ate with him. And Zacchaeus life was 

changed: 

‘Half of my goods I give to the poor and ,if I have taken anything from anyone unlawfully I 

will restore them fourfold. 

Zacchaeus’ life was changed! I am not suggesting any financial behaviour amongst the 

members of the congregation -perish the thought! But there are things that we would all 

wish to change in our lives – in our personal lives of faith – our walk with Jesus. We would 

want this Christian fellowship that meets here in Loughborough to  grow  - many people 

would witness to the growth of the fellowship in Christian love and care during the last 

months – how can we make sure that this continues and that the love of  Jesus is made 

known to all those with whom we come into contact. 

How can we show God’s love to those who are seeking a way forward for our country, to 

those throughout the world who are hungry, sick and without hope we can pray, we can act 

where we are able, we can hold faith that God is in his world and there for those who seek 

him.  

If we put our trust in Jesus, there is always opportunity for change. 

 



4 
 

Let’s come to our second account. The blind man had no intention of hiding, he called out 

and was determined that Jesus knew he was there. This didn’t make him popular with the 

crowd, but he carried on. The blind man’s life wasn’t easy -no particular help for the blind 

man except what people were prepared to give. And  if we remember that the general 

belief was that people who were handicapped in any way were being punished, then the 

blind man’s life would be far from easy. The man was determined to see Jesus, he was sure 

that Jesus would help him. He had faith and Jesus responded to that faith. We are told that 

the man who had received his sight ‘followed Jesus on the road’ How far? For how long?  

But we do know that his response to what Jesus had done for him was to follow Jesus and 

journey with him. Is that your response? Is it mine? This is the question we must answer on 

this first Sunday of 2021. 

 

Hymn BPW 444:  Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us 

Lord Jesus Christ , I would come to you 
Live my life for you, son of God. 
 
We ponder these words as we listen to the hymn.  

 

Hymn Lord Jesus Christ 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, 

You are one with us, Mary’s son 
Cleansing our souls from all their sin 
Pouring your love and goodness in 

Jesus our love for you we sing 
Living Lord 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us, 

Born as one of us, Mary’s son 
You have commanded us to do 

This in remembrance Lord of you 
Into our lives your power breaks through 

Living Lord 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, I would come to you 
Live my life for you, Son of God 

All you commands I know are true 
Your many gifts will make me new 

Into my life your power breaks through 
Living Lord  
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We are told  that the man who had received his sight ‘followed Jesus on the road’ How far? 

for how long? We don’t know -but we do   know that his response to what Jesus had done 

for him was to  follow him and to journey with him.  

At our communion service we remember what Jesus has done for us – let us follow him 

wherever he leads, let us obey his command and share bread and wine together.  

Communion 

It has been our custom, on the first Sunday of the New Year to renew the promises that 

form the basis of our faith -and we do so today. The words are on the screen and, as we 

listen to them being read, we have the opportunity to make them our own. 

 I believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

 I accept Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour 

 I will continue to live within the fellowship of the church and to serve Jesus Christ in 

the world 

 

This is the day that we give ourselves again to the Lord Jesus Christ and to each other 

To be bound together in fellowship 

For the mission and  glory of God  

Celebrating our shared life, we commit ourselves to belonging and working together. 

We pledge all that we have and all that we are to fulfil God’s purpose of love. 

Help us to walk in your ways that the promise we make this day, and the life that we live 

together, may become an offering of love reflecting you love for all people. 

Amen   

We listen to the words of Jesus: 

God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, that everyone who has faith in him, 

may not die, but have eternal life. John chapter 3 verse 16 

Come to me, all you who are weary and heavy burdened and I will give you rest. Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart and you will find 

rest for your souls. Matthew chapter 11 verse 28-29 

We listen to the words of Paul: 

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 

was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my 

body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he 

took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Jesus took the bread and gave thanks and we do the same: 
Jesus said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
Congregation take the wine 
Jesus said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.’ 
 
Prayer 
Send us out Lord, 
In the power of your spirit 
To live and work 
To you praise and glory 
Amen 
 
Hymn BPW 542: The journey of life may be easy may be hard 
 
The journey of life may be easy, may be hard, 
There’ll be dangers on the way; 
With Christ at my side I’ll d battle as I ride 
‘gainst the foe that would lead us astray. 
 
Will you ride, ride, ride  with the king of kings, 
Will you follow my leader true; 
Will you shout hosanna to the lowly Son of God, 
Who died for me and you 
 
My burden is light and a song is in my heart, 
As I travel on life’s way; 
For Chris is my Lord and he’s given me his word, 
That by my side he’ll stay. 
 
 
When doubts arise and when tears are in my eyes, 
When all seems lost to me, 
With Christ as my guide I can smile whate’er betide 
For he my strength will be. 
 
I’ll follow my leader wherever he may go, 
For Jesus is my friend; 
He’ll lead me on to the place where he has gone  
When I come to my journey’s end 
 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with us all, now and forever. Amen 


