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Service for Sunday the 27th December 2020 

 

Christmas Journeys  

Opening verses from Isaiah 9 v 6 

For unto to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father 

Prince of Peace 

 

Mary & Joseph Nazareth to Bethlehem from Luke Chapter 2 v 1 - 7  

Carol: Love came down at Christmas 

BPW 171 

1 Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, love divine; 
love was born at Christmas 
star and angels gave the sign. 
 
2 Worship we the Godhead, 
love incarnate, love divine; 
worship we our Jesus 
what shall be our sacred sign? 
 
3 Love shall be our token, 
love be yours and love be mine; 
love to God and neighbour, 
love for prayer and gift and sign. 
 
Jubilate Hymns version of Love came down at Christmas Christina G Rossetti (1830 - 1894) 
© Jubilate Hymns Ltd 
 
I am not sure I would have wanted to travel when I was 9 months pregnant but that was 
what Mary had to do, because the government had told them to. We are not good at 
following directives especially by the authorities. Let’s just be thankful that Mary and Joseph 
did. 
 
Prayer 
 
Lord we give thanks that Jesus came down to earth, 
We pray that our celebrations of His birth are a sign of the love shared against us 
As we share in this service let your Holy Spirit shine through. 
Be with us as look at the journeys in the Christmas story 
Let us be part of this journey so that our lives shine your love to others 
Amen 
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 The comfort of His Love 
 
A baby was born in a manger 
While a bright star shone down from above, 
And the world learned the depths of God’s mercy 
And the comfort and strength of His love. 
May the thought of the long- ago Christmas 
And the meaning it’s sure to impart, 
Bring a wonderful message of comfort 
And a deep new peace to your heart. 
 
 
 

Shepherds running to Bethlehem Luke Chapter 2 v 16 - 20  
BPW 182 

 
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
 
While shepherds watch'd their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 
 
"Fear not, " said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind; 
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind." 
 
"To you, in David's town this day, 
Is born of David's line 
The Savior who is Christ the Lord, 
And this shall be the sign: 
 
The heav'nly Babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid." 
 
Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed their joyful song: 
 
"All glory be to God on high 
And on the earth be peace. 
Goodwill henceforth from heav'n to men 
Begin and never cease." 
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Can you imagine the excitement of the Shepherds people who were not much thought of? 
being told a baby had been born and they had been given the news. I think that experience 
will have lived with them for the rest of their lives. 
 
 
A Christmas Blessing 
 
May Jesus, our Saviour, 
Who was born on Christmas Day? 
Bless you at this season 
In a very special way. 
May the beauty and promise 
Of that silent, holy night 
Fill your heart with peace and happiness 
And make your new year bright. 
 
 
 
 

The Magi’s Journey Matthew Chapter 2 
 

BPW 189 
 

1 As with gladness men of old 
did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, 
leading onward, beaming bright: 
so, most gracious Lord, may we 
evermore your splendour see. 
 
2 As with joyful steps they sped 
Saviour, to your lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before 
you, whom heaven and earth adore: 
so with ever-quickening pace 
may we seek your throne of grace. 
 
3 As they offered gifts most rare 
at your cradle plain and bare, 
so may we with holy joy 
pure and free from sin's alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to you, our heavenly king. 
 
4 Holy Jesus, every day 
keep us in the narrow way, 
and when earthly things are past, 
bring our ransomed souls at last: 
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where they need no star to guide, 
where no clouds your glory hide. 
 
5 In the heavenly city bright 
none shall need created light 
you, its light, its joy, its crown, 
you its sun which goes not down; 
there for ever may we sing 
alleluias to our king. 
 
Jubilate Hymns version of As with gladness men of old William C Dix (1837 - 1898) 
© Jubilate Hymns Ltd 
 
 
These Men had been travelling probably for many years, they would think a King would be 
born in a palace, but we know that is not the case. Herod made them welcome but needed 
more information, so our reading continues until they find the babe in the stable.  
 
 

The Journey of the Magi (1927) 
T. S. Eliot 
 

“A cold coming we had of it, 

Just the worst time of the year 

For a journey, and such a long journey: 

The ways deep and the weather sharp, 

The very dead of winter.” 

And the camels galled, sore-footed, refractory, 

Lying down in the melting snow. 

There were times we regretted 

The summer palaces on slopes, the terraces, 

And the silken girls bringing sherbet. 

Then the camel men cursing and grumbling 

And running away, and wanting their liquor and women, 

And the night-fires going out, and the lack of shelters, 

And the cities hostile and the towns unfriendly 

And the villages dirty and charging high prices: 

A hard time we had of it. 

At the end we preferred to travel all night, 

Sleeping in snatches, 

With the voices singing in our ears, saying 

That this was all folly. 

Then at dawn we came down to a temperate valley, 

Wet, below the snow line, smelling of vegetation; 

With a running stream and a water-mill beating the darkness, 

And three trees on the low sky, 

And an old white horse galloped away in the meadow. 

https://www.oed.com/view/Entry/161047#eid26153585
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Then we came to a tavern with vine-leaves over the lintel, 

Six hands at an open door dicing for pieces of silver, 

And feet kicking the empty wine-skins. 

But there was no information, and so we continued 

And arriving at evening, not a moment too soon 

Finding the place; it was (you may say) satisfactory. 

All this was a long time ago, I remember, 

And I would do it again, but set down 

This set down 

This: were we led all that way for 

Birth or Death? There was a birth, certainly, 

We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen birth and death, 

But had thought they were different; this Birth was 

Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death. 

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms, 

But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation, 

With an alien people clutching their gods. 

I should be glad of another death. 

 

 

 
Thoughts on Journeys. 
 
 
 Some of us may have been able to make journeys over Christmas but others have decided 
not to make their usual visit to spend time with our families. 
 
The Bible is full of stories of people who went on journeys; the Israelites 40 year journey 
from Egypt to the Promised Land, their exile to Babylon and return and then the New 
Testament tells of the apostles’ journeys as they travelled to share the gospel. The 
Christmas story is no different; we learn of Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth, Mary and 
Joseph’s visit to Bethlehem to be taxed, the shepherds’ shorter journey from their fields, the 
Magi’s long journey from the East and Mary and Joseph’s flight to Egypt. 
Mary’s journey was to visit a kinsperson, something that today we are not always free to do. 
Mary and Joseph’s journey was as a result of obeying the rules of the land as they had to 
journey to be taxed. The shepherd’s journey was as a result of seeing angels and being 
excited to discover what they had been told about and the Magi, 
 learned people who set out on a journey to see whether their studying over many years 
was coming to fulfilment. 
So what can we learn from these journeys. 
Do you have memories of visiting relatives and friends in the days before ‘lock downs’ and 
‘bubbles’? Do you remember journeys when you had to obey national rules, perhaps simply 
to vote at the local polling station?  Have you ever had a vision from the Lord and been 
excited about obeying Him and rushing to see where he was leading? Perhaps you are 
someone who has studied the Bible for many years and been eager to see all your studying 
coming to fulfilment or perhaps like Mary and Joseph’s in obedience going where God was 
leading, to a place of safety and a new life. 
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 Joseph was “warned in a dream”(Matthew 2:13) and he and Mary and the baby Jesus went 
to another country that perhaps was unfamiliar but where God was leading them, to a place 
of safety and security. As a church we stand at the beginning of a journey – a journey into 
the unknown but a journey that we know we have to take. Staying in the past may be 
comfortable but with the Lord’s leading we can go a different way, a journey that will be in 
our best interests and will fulfil all that God has for us as a church. Are you excited about 
this and trusting God that He knows what is best for us a church fellowship. 
When I a child I used to climb into bed with my parents and opposite the bed was the poem 
stated by King George 6 in his Christmas message – you probably know it –  “I said to the 
man who stood at the gate of the year, ‘ give me a light that I may tread safely into the 
unknown’. He replied, ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God, 
that shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way’”. 
As we go into a new year with all its opportunities as individuals and as a church can we be 
willing to go into the way prepared for us, maybe not known but secure that it is God’s way 
and His plan? 
 
Let us pray   Father God 
We give you our thanks for the past; for all you have done in our lives and the lives of this 
church over many years. We thank you for your leading and your provision in so many ways 
as a church for the ways your comfort and loving has been evident in our daily lives. 
We thank you for the present and the way in which we have seen more evidence of your 
care during this current pandemic and for the caring we have received from many in the 
church who have sought to keep us connected to each other. 
We give you the future with all its unknowns but the future we know that you have planned. 
As your people who trust you we step out into the unknown putting our hands into yours 
knowing that it will be better than a known way. 
AMEN 
 
Our final hymn is about the journey of life – may we read it or sing it as a prayer as we go 
into the future. 
 
 

The Journey of Life may be easy, may be hard, 

There’ll be dangers on the way; 

With Christ at my side I’ll do battle as I ride 

‘gainst the for that would lead me astray 

 

Chorus 

Will you ride, ride, ride with the King of kings 

Will you follow my leader true; 

Will you shout hosanna to the lowly Son of God, 

Who died for me and you? 
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My burden is light, and a song is in my heart, 

As I travel on life’s way; 

For Christ is my Lord and he’s given me his word, 

that by my side he’ll stay 

 

When doubts arise and when tears are in my eyes, 

When all seems lost to me, 

With Christ as my guide I can smile whate’er betide, 

For he my strength will be. 

 

I’ll follow my leader wherever he may go, 

For Jesus is my friend; 

He’ll lead me on to the place where he has gone, 

When I come to my journey’s end. 

 

Closing Prayer: May the Lord bless you and keep. The Lord make his face shine upon you. 

And be gracious to you. The Lord turn his face towards you. And give you peace. Amen 


