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Loughborough Baptist Church 

Sunday 25th April 2021 at 10.45am 

 Revd. David Butcher 

Order of Service   

 

Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the midst.” 

And here we are again, gathered by technology, and Jesus is with us and drawing us together, by 

His Spirit, the Holy Spirit. 

 

So William Cowper’s 300 year-old hymn takes on a new meaning as we sing 

Hymn: Jesus, where’er thy people meet. 

Jesus, where'er thy people meet - YouTube   

1 Jesus, where'er your people meet, 
there they behold your mercy seat; 
where'er they seek you, you are found, 
and ev'ry place is hallowed ground. 

2 For you, within no walls confined, 
are dwelling in the humble mind; 
such ever bring you where they come, 
and going, take you to their home. 

3 Dear Shepherd of your chosen few, 
your former mercies here renew; 
here to our waiting hearts proclaim 
the sweetness of your saving name. 

4 Here may we prove the pow'r of pray'r 
to strengthen faith and sweeten care, 
to teach our faint desires to rise, 
and bring all heav'n before our eyes. 

5 Lord, we are few, but you are near; 
nor short your arm, nor deaf your ear; 
O rend the heav'ns, come quickly down, 
and make a thousand hearts your own. 
 

Let us Pray 

Great and loving God, 

We come together in this strange and unchosen way, 

but still wanting to praise You together. 

For all your goodness to us in this material world, 

and for the life of the spirit which opens our hearts to you. 

Though we would happily meet in the familiar walls of our Worship Room, we know you are within 

no walls confined, for your Spirit is everywhere, in all creation and in all humankind. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nANnITwy7Q
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Each of us brings to this worship are personal experience of your love and grace, and we pray that 

our sharing together to praise your name will also deepen our love and trust in one another. 

In the troubles and trials of this present time, we pray that we may be reassured of your presence 

with us, both as a fellowship and as individual Christians. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, through whom we have received the assurance of your eternal 

love.  Amen. 

 

When you filled in the census form, you no doubt ticked the  box marked “Christian”. Did you wish 

you could specify which sort of Christian you are, or that you are an active, keen, going-to-church 

every Sunday kind of Christian? 

Or did it occur to you that the census is likely to reveal that Christians (of any sort) are in a minority 

in this country? 

And going-to-church every Sunday Christians about 10%? 

So, how do you like being in a minority? 

It’s a new experience for most of us, who grew up in a “Christian country” in which public life was 

marked by prayers and church ceremonies, people generally felt they obeyed the 10 

Commandments, hymns were sung in day schools at largely Christian assemblies, Sunday was a 

special day, with most shops closed, and Bank Holidays were almost all related to Christian 

festivals. 

But in our life-time, it has become a secular society. Sunday has been given over to shopping and 

sport, Sunday Schools have all-but disappeared, Biblical knowledge is not regarded as important 

and “new morality” dominates people’s conduct. 

Secularism and scepticism has grown in prominence and other faiths have grown in numerical 

strength. The Church is largely ignored, Christian worship has minimal place in media schedules, 

even the Archbishop is marginalised. 

It’s not easy to take, after centuries of Christian dominance in our history and the halcyon days of 

Victorian Christianity. 

Of course, some people like being in a minority – they feel superior – the only ones in step. 

And Non-conformists have always been in a minority; when I was a young Baptist, the Baptist 

community in UK numbered 300,000. Now it’s about half that. 

Whether you like it or not, we are in a minority.  

So, how do you live as a minority Christian? How do you witness to people who never think of 

going to Church, have no Bible knowledge, no experience of Christian worship? 

And what is a Church to be like in a post-Christian society? 

(Is there anything in the Bible to help us understand this?) 

But first, I wanted a hymn to re-assure us about the Church and about God’s care for us as 

members of it. So what could be better than “Glorious things of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our 

God.”?  (And then I realised this was written for the same little congregation at Olney, as our first 

hymn; so if it was right for them, it’s right for us if we’re feeling a bit smaller!). 
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Hymn “Glorious things of thee are spoken.” 

Glorious things of thee are spoken with Lyrics - YouTube  

GLORIOUS things of thee are spoken, 

Zion, city of our God; 

He, whose word cannot be broken, 

Formed thee for His own abode. 

On the Rock of Ages founded, 

What can shake thy sure repose? 

With salvation's walls surrounded, 

Thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply thy sons and daughters, 
And all fear of want remove: 
Who can faint, while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage? 
Grace which, like the Lord, the giver, 
Never fails from age to age. 

Saviour, if in Zion's city 

I, through grace, a member am, 

Let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in Thy name: 

Fading is the sinner's pleasure, 

All his boasted pomp and show; 

Solid joys and lasting treasure 

None but Zion's children know. 

 

There is in the Old Testament a particular experience of God’s people being in a minority. 

After the splendid years of the monarchy of David and Solomon, when Israel became to dominant 

country of Palestine, with its spectacular palaces and splendid temple, the nation declined, was 

divided and failed to keep its agreement with God and follow his laws.  

The Babylonians became all-powerful and crushed the last remaining part of the county, reducing 

the city and temple to the ground and carrying off leaders of the people into exile in Babylon.  

 “How can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?” they cried. A small minority in a land of 

pagan gods, they felt they had been deserted by the God of their fathers, Abraham and Moses. 

Faithful prophets had warned it would happen, especially Jeremiah. What is more, he said it was 

God Himself who had caused it to happen, using the Babylonians to effect it. 

So, what did they learn while they were in exile? 

With no temple and its magnificent ceremonies, they became more dependent on the scriptures 

and how they could maintain their faith by following their instruction. 

They learned to live as believers in God in a hostile, secular society. 

They learned, especially from Isaiah, that their God was the one and only God, who actually 

wanted them to be his servant to reach out to all nations. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wY93NvyqOm4


 4 

And Jeremiah sent the exiles a letter telling them how to live in this secular society 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 29 vs 4-14 

4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from 
Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 ‘Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters 
in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not 
decrease. 7 Also, seek the welfare of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to 
the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.’ 8 Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen 
to the dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have 
not sent them,’ declares the LORD. 

10 This is what the LORD says: ‘When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you 
and fulfil my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,’ declares 
the LORD, ‘and will bring you back from captivity.[a] I will gather you from all the nations and places 
where I have banished you,’ declares the LORD, ‘and will bring you back to the place from which I 
carried you into exile.’ 

This is a long-term “plan”, taking 70 years, so it’s not a private promise to individuals – they won’t 

see it – but in the meantime they are to accept the situation, make the best they can of it and 

actually contribute to the society they are now part of.  

Do we imagine that the current decline of Christianity is a disaster thwarting God’s purposes? Or 

could it be that God has some long-term plan, from which we are to learn? 

That the Church will not be as powerful and influential as we once were? That nominal Christianity 

is not worthy of God? That “empire building” is not in the spirit of Jesus? That his kingdom is a 

kingdom of the heart, not of worldly power? 

It feels like that in the Gospel story. 

Jesus with his little band of fishermen and housewives, seeking the welfare of the communities 

around Galilee 

People with a leader who had been crucified and an unbelievable story that he had risen from the 

dead 

Or the little churches of the first century, powerless in a world dominated by Greek thought and 

Roman power. 

For three centuries Christianity was a minority religion,       

“Not many of you are wise by any human standard; not many are influential, not many of noble 

birth” wrote Paul to the Corinthians, “but God chose the foolish to shame the wise, the weak to 

shame the strong.” The Church there perhaps 150 strong in a city of half a million. 

But how are we going to live as minority Christians? 

First, another great hymn, that sounds strong, but mentions 

“many a day of darkness…and the faithful few”. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A4-14&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-19650a
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Hymn: Thy hand, O God, hath guided 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=esJ7WWqG-dI 

Thy hand, O God, has guided 
Thy flock, from age to age; 
The wondrous tale is written, 
Full clear, on every page; 
Our fathers owned thy goodness, 
And we their deeds record; 
And both of this bear witness: 
One Church, one faith, one Lord. 

Through many a day of darkness, 
Through many a scene of strife, 
The faithful few fought bravely, 
To guard the nation's life. 
Their Gospel of redemption, 
Sin pardoned, man restored, 
Was all in this enfolded: 
One Church, one faith, one Lord 

Thy mercy will not fail us, 

Nor leave thy work undone; 

With thy right hand to help us, 

The victory shall be won; 

And then, by men and angels, 

Thy name shall be adored, 

And this shall be their anthem: 

One Church, one faith, one Lord. 

 

My preparation for this service has been informed by a book I’ve been reading about Christian 

Mission in a Post-Christian Society. In his conclusions the author pinpoints two aspects he feels 

are important for the Church today.  

First: “Pilgrims”. 

We’re familiar with this, but tend to associate it with our personal pilgrimage as followers of Jesus. 

But remember, Bunyan’s “Pilgrim” reaches the cross early in his journey – his “progress” is the 

development of his Christian life. 

As a Church we are called to be a pilgrim people, seeing ourselves on a journey of faith together, 

not knowing where God may lead us, but prepared to keep moving on. Like the Pilgrim Fathers, 

we travel together in witness and service. Maybe we have to let go some things which would 

hinder us, even questioning our use of money and buildings. 

Secondly: “Priests”. 

Not people performing special ceremonies in sacred buildings, but priests who come before God 

on behalf of those who don’t. Our role is to pray for the world and to keep the faith alive and 

available for those who may at some time discover their need of God. We are to be a bridge 

between our secular society and holy, loving God. 

But I would like to add another aspect which is 

Third: “Servants.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=esJ7WWqG-dI
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Reading: Romans ch. 12 verses 6-8 

The idea of the Church as God’s servants in the world developed in the latter part of the 20th 

century. The Church is no longer seen as dominant and powerful, but in the spirit of Jesus, seeks 

to express His love by active service to others. 

This continues to be the witness of many churches, including evangelical ones, running food 

banks, caring for people with disabilities, offering coffee and counselling and being open to people 

of all sorts. It is clearly a role we should continue to exercise, “seeking no reward, save that of 

knowing that we do God’s will”, for the fact is that much good service has not resulted in 

noticeable numbers coming to faith, or even coming to church. 

Which brings us to a final category, which you may think we should have started with 

Fourth: “Evangelists” 

Isn’t this what the Church is primarily about; declaring the faith and seeking to bring people into it?  

But how are we to do it in a post-Christian society, in which people are not familiar with the Bible 

or Christian vocabulary, let alone Christian worship? And many people feel no need of faith or 

God. 

I’m sure we are all aware that all of us have a responsibility to bear witness to our Lord, by the 

quality of our lives, our worship and prayerfulness and by the service of offer others. But there is a 

particular role for evangelists. 

Reading: Ephesians ch. 4 verses 11-13 

How to exercise this role today is something evangelists will have to struggle with. Not shouting a 

message from a street corner, or holding a Gospel text placard, or even a mass rally or going 

door-to-door. 

Maybe we have to be patient, ready to speak only when a question is asked and able to speak in 

terms which our secular contemporaries can relate to. 

Conclusion 

These are uncertain times, not least for the Church after the pandemic. Requiring prayer and 

patience as well as hope and love. But there is a lovely text of reassurance in the Gospel as Jesus 

says (Luke 12 v. 32) 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.” 

 

Let us pray. 

Great and loving God, we thank You for the assurance of your Word, that you are with us at all 

times and in all circumstances. 

Be with our Church and our Churches in these times of unsettlement and change. We are willing 

to go on with You, in whatever way You lead us. Help us to be patient as well as hopeful, and 

keep us cheerful on our journey. 

We pray for the welfare of the society we live in; help us to love it even when we don’t like it, and 

to encourage all the good that is going on in it as well as seeking to overcome its tawdryness and 

wrongdoing. 

In the days of this week, help us to maintain the witness of our lives, by actions, prayers and 

words, and to trust that even in small things, your kingdom is coming in. 

For we ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Our final hymn has been chosen particularly for the words of the first verse 
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Hymn: The Church of Christ in every age                     

The Church of Christ in Every Age (WAREHAM) - YouTube  

 

1. The church of Christ, in every age, 

beset by change but Spirit led   

must claim and test its heritage 

and keep on rising from the dead. 

 

2. Across the world, across the street, 

the victims of injustice cry 

for shelter and for bread to eat, 

and never live until they die. 

 

3. Then let the servant church arise, 

a caring church that longs to be 

a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

 

4. For he alone, whose blood was shed, 

can cure the fever in our blood, 

and teach us how to share our bread 

and feed the starving multitude. 

 

5. We have no mission but to serve 

in full obedience to our Lord, 

to care for all, without reserve, 

and spread his liberating Word. 

We say the Grace together. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wUvPH_gy1c

