
 

Loughborough Baptist Church 
Morning Worship Sunday 25th October 2020 

 
Welcome 
 

Welcome to worship everyone. Let’s begin by bringing our offerings to God…   
 

Instrumental 
 

Let’s come into the Lord’s Presence as we pray together. 
 
Prayer of Approach 
 

Father, as we bring our offering to You we lay down all the things that are on our minds just 
now at Your throne… we trust to Your love all the things left to do and all the people who 
concern us… and we intentionally come into Your Presence, Father, through our faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

We come to You because You came to us first. You gave Yourself for us in Christ; You loved 
us in Christ; and You welcome us in Christ. You are so great; You deserve all our worship; 
You are so good, You deserve all our love; You are so generous, You deserve all our thanks 
and You are so gracious to us when we go wrong, You deserve all our lives. 
 

Lord, let all that we do, say and think in this time together be an offering of love and 
adoration to You, in Jesus’ Name. 
 
Hymn: “God is love, let heaven adore Him” No 374 BP&W  
 

                  https://youtu.be/gyYWW_P9MH4 
 

God is Love: let heav'n adore Him; 
God is Love: let earth rejoice; 
let creation sing before Him, 
and exalt Him with one voice. 
He who laid the earth's foundation, 
He who spread the heav'ns above, 
He who breathes through all creation, 
He is Love, eternal Love. 
 

God is Love: and He enfoldeth 
all the world in one embrace; 
with unfailing grasp He holdeth 
every child of every race. 
And when human hearts are breaking 
under sorrow's iron rod, 
then they find that self-same aching 
deep within the heart of God. 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/gyYWW_P9MH


 

God is Love: and though with blindness 
sin afflicts the souls of all, 
God's eternal loving-kindness 
holds and guides us when we fall. 
Sin and death and hell shall never 
o'er us final triumph gain; 
God is Love, so Love for ever 
o'er the universe must reign. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy Name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Bible Reading: Galatians 4 v 1-7 
 

Think of it this way. If a father dies and leaves an inheritance for his young children, those 
children are not much better off than slaves until they grow up, even though they actually 
own everything their father had. 
 

They have to obey their guardians until they reach whatever age their father set. And that’s 
the way it was with us before Christ came. We were like children; we were slaves to the 
basic spiritual principles of this world. 
 

But when the right time came, God sent His Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God 
sent Him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that He could adopt us as His 
very own children. And because we are His children, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now you are no longer a slave but 
God’s own child. And since you are His child, God has made you His heir. 
 
Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father of mankind” No 84 BP&W 

 

https://youtu.be/o4KnlQwzl3Y 
 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
forgive our foolish ways; 
reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
in purer lives thy service find, 
in deeper reverence, praise. 
 

https://youtu.be/o4KnlQwzl3Y


In simple trust like theirs who heard 
beside the Syrian sea 
the gracious calling of the Lord, 
let us, like them, without a word 
rise up and follow Thee. 
 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 
O calm of hills above, 
where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 
the silence of eternity, 
interpreted by love! 
 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
till all our strivings cease; 
take from our souls the strain and stress, 
and let our ordered lives confess 
the beauty of thy peace. 
 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 
Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm! 

 

 
 
The Message 
 

How are we going to be after this pandemic is all over? The French reformer John Calvin led 
his church during a disease epidemic, persecution and political upheaval; and the one thing 
he said he believed his people needed to know for those times was who they were in Christ. 
 

Paul writes to Christians in Galatia who were in danger of allowing their identity to be 
defined in entirely the wrong way. 
 

He says in v 1-3 that before Christ came or before we came to know Jesus, we were slaves; 
like a young child whose father dies and leaves all his inheritance in trust; although the child 
owns everything they’re controlled by guardian trustees and are no better off than a slave. 
 

It’s shocking that there are still slaves in modern Britain, controlled by people traffickers! 
But Paul everyone without Jesus, is a slave to the basic spiritual principles of this world.  
 

What does he mean? I think there are a number of things Paul means. 
 



One of my classmates, Peter, wore boring clothes; his catchphrase was: “Unlike you, I’m not 
a slave to fashion”.  And it’s true that we are all exposed to the world’s view on how we 
should look, on what we should own; on what makes you successful and significant; on 
what we should think, behave and fit in. There is a system.  
 

And alongside these controlling forces in the world, I think Paul is most certainly thinking of 
a more religious type of slavery too.  
 

The Jewish Law was given as God’s right and best way to live; but the law also reveals how 
far we are from what we should be; how our own nature drives us to think and act in ways 
that just aren’t right; we aren’t free to live God’s best way. 
 

And instead of leading people to turn to God for help, the law became twisted into a system 
of control, where people were burdened by a list of things they had to do out of guilt and 
fear and a desire to make themselves acceptable. Jesus referred to this when He said 
“Come to Me, all you are burdened…” 
 

Paul indicates that there are spiritual forces at work behind both this world agenda and this 
religious control; they both literally enslave us and hold many of us in anxiety, fear, guilt, 
low self-esteem and uncertainty. Will I ever measure up? Will I ever be acceptable?  
 

But we were never meant to be slaves; we were chosen to be daughters and sons! 
 

Krish Kandiah writes in his book “The Greatest Secret” about the day he left court 
‘irrevocably connected to the girl in his arms; now she had a new identity as his daughter. 
Now he had a new identity; he’d become her adoptive father”; and in Ephesians 1 v 4-6 Paul 
says something amazing: 
 

“God chose us to belong to Christ before the world was created. He chose us to be holy and 
without blame in His eyes. He loved us. So, He decided long ago to adopt us. He adopted us 
as His children with all the rights children have. He did it because of what Jesus Christ has 
done. It pleased God to do it.”  
 

We may know that Jesus came to save us from being slaves to sin and death, but often we 
stop there. What did God do that? God did that for a reason, “so that He could adopt us as 
His very own children”. The purpose of your salvation is your adoption as a daughter or son 
of God. 
 

And God then sent the Holy Spirit so that when you put your faith in Christ and gained your 
new identity as an adopted son or daughter, the Spirit entered your heart; why? to reassure 
you of your new identity by prompting you to cry “Abba, Father”!  
 

Paul’s actual Name for the Holy Spirit in Romans 8 v 15 is the Spirit of adoption. 
  

‘Adoption’ has been an awkward word; it has had a sense of failure about it; a last resort 
when things don’t work out; adopted people have also felt somehow ‘less than normal’. 
 

Not in Paul’s day! Four Roman Emperors were adopted and it was common for wealthy 
people to adopt one of their slaves and give him all the rights of being his son; we often 
forget that Jesus was adopted as Joseph’s son.  
 



J I Packer, the theologian said that ‘Adoption is the highest privilege that the gospel 
offers… In adoption God takes us into His family… closeness, affection and generosity are 
at the heart of this relationship…’ 
 

It’s no coincidence the Holy Spirit prompts us to say the same word Jesus used for His 
Father: ‘Abba”. The disciples were amazed to hear Jesus’ praying to His Abba; the intimacy; 
the affection and the closeness… they’d experienced nothing like it. 
 

And the Holy Spirit wants to help us to experience that very same relationship Jesus has 
with His Father. We can not only enter into the family of God, we can enter into the very 
Family love of God Himself - Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as grown-up daughters and sons, 
heirs of the Kingdom, being shaped by the Spirit to bear the family likeness in all we think, 
do and say. 
 

Krish Kandiah says in his book that our adoption has been kept quiet for too long; what if 
understanding and grasping for real who we are as adopted daughters and sons of our 
Father, for Whom this has always been His dream to have you as His own, might just be the 
key to unlocking every bit of the slave that still holds us! 
 

Could this be just the antidote to all the threatens our well-being and equilibrium in these 
unpredictable times? We may feel we have a long way to go to fully grasp who we really are; 
we get so side-tracked by the recurring anxieties, insecurities and feelings of failure; but all 
that can change… Jesus came so God could adopt you as His own daughter and son and the 
Spirit of adoption has come… He is in you and cries, ‘Abba, Father…’ 
 
Song: “Abba Father” No 326 BP&W 

 

https://youtu.be/7BvUkx-qT6w 
 

Abba Father, Let Me Be 
Yours And Yours Alone. 
May My Will For Ever Be 
Evermore Your Own. 
Never Let My Heart Grow Cold, 
Never Let Me Go. 
 

Abba Father, Let Me Be 
Yours and Yours Alone. [2] 

 
Closing Prayers 
 

Father, we bow our heads in adoration, amazed that You chose us before the beginning of 
time to be Your children and to receive Your grace in the Lord Jesus. Thank You for the 
reminder today of all You have been willing to do for our freedom and gto give us a secure 
future. 
 

Lord, we remember all those who are experiencing modern day slavery in our nation today; 
we lift before you those who have been trafficked from overseas and who are held in fear 
by those who control them; give success to the government agencies who work to free 
them and give strength, courage and supernatural compassion to the Christian charities 
who reach out to these folk in Jesus’ Name. 
 

https://youtu.be/7BvUkx-qT6w


Thank You, Lord, today for the special Christian ministry of “Home for Good” promoting 
adoption and fostering of children in care. We pray that you would continue to prompt 
Christian parents to consider offering a home to vulnerable children and we pray especially 
for parents we know who are for adopted or foster children. Bless them with your 
extraordinary grace and help us to support them in any way we can. 
 

And now: 
 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all, evermore. Amen. 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 
For Further Reading: 
 
Luke 15 v 11-32 – Why did both men struggle to believe they were really sons? 
 

                                Which one do we most relate to? Why? 
 
Further Music: 
 
“Good, good Father” https://youtu.be/qlsQrycKKsY 
 

“The Father’s Song” https://youtu.be/q-t8F5MUW0w 
 

https://youtu.be/qlsQrycKKsY
https://youtu.be/q-t8F5MUW0w

