
Service for Sunday 24th May 2020 

Good Morning 

I thought I would start the Service like it used to be. 

Psalm 46 verse 10 

Be still, and know that I am God; 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth. 

Let us join in singing together BPW 5 

Be still for the presence of the Lord.    Be still for the power of the Lord 

The holy one is near; come bow before him now   is moving in this place: he comes to  

With reverence and fear: in him no sin is found –  cleanse and heal, to minister his  

We stand on holy ground. Be still for the presence  grace – no work too hard for him 

Of the Lord, the holy one is near.     In faith receive from him. Be still for  

        Power of the Lord is moving in this  

        Place. 

Let us pray 

Lord as we come into your presence, we ask that you still our hearts and minds to reflect on you. Our lives 

have changed so much in the last few weeks, being in our homes by ourselves, we have had time to be still. 

We may miss being busy, but it has given us time to see life in a different perspective. We give thanks for all 

the people who are working, Doctors, Nurses, Shop Workers, Postman and Women, Refuse Collectors, and 

many others. This Corvid 19 has changed us all, but we can look at your world in a special way now, birds 

singing, blue sky, clean air.  You are their guiding us through this pandemic, give us your peace we pray. 

Amen 

Let us sing again MP 619 

Such Love, pure as the whitest snow;   Such love, stilling my restlessness;  

Such love weeps for the shame I know;   Such love, filling my emptiness; 

Such love, paying the debt I owe;   Such love, showing me holiness; 

O Jesus, such love     O Jesus, such love. 

   Such love, springs from eternity; 

   Such love, streaming through history; 

   Such love, fountain of life in me; O Jesus, such love. 

 

Offering and Prayer: 

Lord as we give thanks for all monies given through this Corona Virus especially through standing orders 

and cheques. We give thanks that we can use this money to help in the World, our Country, our Town and 

within our Church. As we say: All good gifts around us are sent from Heaven above then thank the Lord, O 

thank the Lord, for all his love. Amen. 



 

Reading Philippians 2 verse 1 – 11 I have type verse 5 – 11 

5. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6. Who, being in very nature God did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

7. But made himself nothing taking the very nature in human likeness. 

8. And be found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even   death 

on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name above every name, 

10. that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth. 

11. and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Thoughts! 

 

These seven verses are regarded as the ‘Hymn to Christ’ and I expect that this is why it means so much to 

me. As most of you know, music has been a great part of my life, especially singing!  

This reading in Philippians has always been very distinctive to me, when I was going to Baptismal Classes 

(many years ago) I was given a book to read by Dr Brewer on Philippians. I think it was the first time that I 

had really thought about who Jesus was. The verse 5 -11 sum up for me all that Jesus means to me.  

When you have gone the Church from the cradle up, you learn all the stories and read the letters. The 

meanings behind them are sometimes missing, it is not until a light goes on in your mind, you know you 

need to feel them for yourself and understand.  

When I look on verses 7/8 it makes me realise that by becoming human, help us know that he (Jesus) felt 

the same as we do. Had fears, joys, not sure how to go on, wonder how things would work out. 

 The most important thing Jesus did was to pray, he went off on his own to a quiet place to pray. He taught 

his disciples how the pray. 

 Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive is our debts(trespasses) as we also have forgiven our 

debtors (trespass against us). And leads not into temptation but deliver us from evil. (Mark 6 v 9 -13) 

Most importantly he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before the crucifixion asking for the cup to be 

taken away from him, but then saying not my will, but yours be done. 

 

It is not always easy to pray particularly at the moment, in these different times. Is it only 9 weeks ago that 

we all together at a Vision day and Services! Sometimes it is easier to pray when we are altogether with 

someone leading, than when we are on our own. We do have quiet moments now as we shield in our own 

homes but the quiet can be deafening.  

So, as we bend our knee to Jesus and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father may 

we feel the Holy Spirit blow through our lives and the Church in these difficult of times. I would like to close 

with a reflection from Frank Topping called: “Time for Laughter” 



Thank God for Laughter, how dull the day that passes without a smile; how long the hours without a spark 

of humour. How subtle of God to create beings who could laugh at themselves even when things go wrong. 

And if we are made in the image of God, Is he a laughing God? When God is not weeping does he laugh at 

the antics of man? 

Blessed are the laughter- makers for they bring heaven to earth. Blessed are those whose laughter lives in 

our memories. Blessed are those whose chuckles and laughing eyes tug the corners of our mouths. Blessed 

are those who see the funny side of things for they redeem mistakes and failure. Blessed are those who 

make us smile for they reveal the face of love. Blessed are those who make us laugh for they reveal the joy 

of heaven. 

Lord, help me not to take myself too seriously. If I am being pompous prick the balloon with laughter. If I 

am being intense about little things, remind me, with a nudge, how ridiculous I am. When I am alone let me 

see the sky and smile. Let me see trees and flowers and laugh for sheer joy. Let me know that to be alone 

with God is to be in the presence of the father who comforts us with love and heals us, with a smile. 

I think our closing hymn should be. At the name of Jesus, but on refection I like us to sing Christ be Our 

Light. 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness  Chorus:     Christ be our light! Shine in our heart  

Longing for truth, we turn to You,        Shine through the darkness 

Make us Your own, Your holy people        Christ, be our light! 

Light for the world to see         Shine in your Church, gathered today. 

Chorus                                                      

Longing for peace, our world in troubled      Many the gift, many the people  

Longing for hope, many despair.       Many the hearts that yearn to belong 

Your word alone gives power to save us      Let us be servants to one another 

Make us your living voice       Making your Kingdom come. 

Chorus          Chorus 

Prayer 

Lord let us be your light, help us to shine where ever we may be. Be with us all until we meet again when 

we can laughter and hug and know you have carried us through. 

Let us say the grace: 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 

all now for ever Amen 

 


