
Sunday Service at Loughborough, January 24th  
 
Call to Worship 
 Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory 
 among the nations, his marvellous deeds among all peoples. For great is the LORD 
 and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.  
 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.  
 Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.  
 Then all the people said “Amen” and “Praise the LORD.”  
 
Song – Come people of the risen King 

 Come, people of the risen King, who delight to bring Him praise. 
 Come, all and tune your hearts to sing to the Morning Star of grace. 
 From the shifting shadows of the earth we will lift our eyes to Him, 
 Where steady arms of mercy reach to gather children in. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Let every tongue rejoice! 
 One heart, one voice, O Church of Christ, rejoice! 

 Come, those whose joy is morning sun and those weeping through the night. 
 Come, those who tell of battles won, and those struggling in the fight. 
 For His perfect love will never change, and His mercies never cease, 
 But follow us through all our days with the certain hope of peace. 

 Come, young and old from every land, men and women of the faith. 
 Come, those with full or empty hands, find the riches of His grace. 
 Over all the world, His people sing, shore to shore we hear them call 
 The Truth that cries through every age; ‘Our God is all in all’. 

Prayer 
 Use the words of scripture and the song to give thanks to God for his saving grace 
 and mercy, and to express your love and adoration to the risen King. 
 
Song – I will offer up my life 
 I will offer up my life in spirit and truth 
 Pouring out the oil of love, as my worship to you 
 In surrender I must give my every part 
 Lord, receive this sacrifice of a broken heart 
 
 Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 
 To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King? 
 Savior, what can be said, what can be sung 
 As a praise of Your name for the things You have done? 
 Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 
 Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart 



 You deserve my every breath, for You've paid the great cost 
 Giving up your life to death, even death on the cross 
 You took all my shame away, there defeated my sin 
 Open up the gates of heaven and have beckoned me in 
 
 Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 
 To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King? 
 Savior, what can be said, what can be sung 
 As a praise of Your name for the things You have done? 
 Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 
 Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart 
 This thankful heart 
 This thankful heart 
 
A travellers tale 
The traveller had been on his journey for many days and was becoming anxious to know if 
he was on the right path. 
Just as his anxiety began to deepen he came upon a farmer in an adjoining field. 
He stopped and called out to ask if he was on the right path. 
The farmer did not give the traveller a direct answer, but assured him that in a little while 
he would come to a crossroads, and if he was careful he would find a signpost there which 
would show him the way. 
 
Whilst seeking these directions another traveller passed by without a word of greeting, nor 
even a pause in his step. 
The first traveller was apt to have rather jealous thoughts that someone could journey so 
quickly, and so certainly that they had no need to seek directions. 
 
The first traveller resumed his journey with his silent companion striding confidently ahead. 
Very soon he was able to see in the distance the crossroads that he had been told about - 
and the signpost that marked the way. 
 
As his hopes rose so his step grew ever more confident. 
Now he was keeping pace with the other traveller and was able to see that his stride never 
wavered as he turned to the right at the crossroads.   
One glance at the signpost and the other traveller was on his way. 
The signpost must be very clear thought the traveller - much relieved. 
And as he approached the junction he could see the signpost was a large and brightly 
coloured affair with a hand pointing very clearly to a broad and pleasant looking path which 
went off to the right. 
 
For some reason our traveller paused below the signpost - reluctant to rush on. 
It was not what he had expected 
- the workers voice came back to him; 
 if you are careful you will find a signpost which will show you the way. 



Yet this signpost had no need to be searched for 
- it was an obvious landmark for all to see. 
 
As he was looking intently at the signpost a gust of wind sprang up 
- and, as it did so, the signpost began to move! 
This was no signpost 
- it was a weather vane. 
 
In despair the traveller sank to his knees 
- and as he did so his eyes alighted on a large stone on which he found an arrow pointing to 
a somewhat narrow and overgrown path to his left and the words inscribed in large letters; 
THIS IS THE WAY; WALK IN IT. 
 
Reading Jeremiah 6:10-19 
 10  To whom can I speak and give warning? Who will listen to me? Their ears are 
closed  so they cannot hear. The word of the LORD is offensive to them; they find no 
pleasure in  it. 11  But I am full of the wrath of the LORD, and I cannot hold it in. “Pour it out 
on the  children in the street and on the young men gathered together; both husband 
and wife  will be caught in it, and the old, those weighed down with years. 12  Their 
houses will be  turned over to others, together with their fields and their wives, when I 
stretch out my  hand against those who live in the land,” declares the LORD.  
 13  “From the least to the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, 
all  practice deceit. 14  They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. 
 ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, when there is no peace. 15  Are they ashamed of their 
detestable  conduct? No, they have no shame at all; they do not even know how to blush. 
So they  will fall among the fallen; they will be brought down when I punish them,” says 
the  LORD. 16  This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the 
 ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for 
your  souls. But you said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 17  I appointed watchmen over you and 
said,  ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ But you said, ‘We will not listen.’ 18  Therefore 
hear,  you nations; you who are witnesses, observe what will happen to them. 19  Hear, you 
 earth: I am bringing disaster on this people, the fruit of their schemes, because they 
 have not listened to my words and have rejected my law.  
 
Song – May the mind of Christ my Saviour 
 May the mind of Christ, my Saviour, 
 Live in me from day to day, 
 By His love and power controlling 
 All I do and say. 
 
 May the Word of God dwell richly 
 In my heart from hour to hour, 
 So that all may see I triumph 
 Only through His power. 
 



 May the peace of God my Father 
 Rule my life in everything, 
 That I may be calm to comfort 
 Sick and sorrowing. 
 
 May the love of Jesus fill me, 
 As the waters fill the sea; 
 Him exalting, self abasing, 
 This is victory. 
 
 May I run the race before me, 
 Strong and brave to face the foe, 
 Looking only unto Jesus 
 As I onward go. 
 
 May His beauty rest upon me 
 As I seek the lost to win, 
 And may they forget the channel, 
 Seeing only Him. 
 
At the crossroads     
The nation is in crisis.  Judgement is about to fall upon them. Jeremiah can see it coming. 
It will come in the form of the mighty Babylonian army, and a nation led into exile. 
 
They are at a crossroads in their history.  Jeremiah is urging the people and its leaders to 
follow the ancient paths.  To walk in God’s ways. But they refuse. Their response:  
We will NOT walk in them. We will NOT listen. 
They deliberately choose to ignore God and go their own way.  Consequently judgement is 
about to fall upon them.   There are always consequences when people choose to go 
their own way rather than God’s way. 
 
As God’s people, what are these verses saying to us today? I think the answer comes at two 
levels.  First, as a church in Loughborough you too are at a crossroads, as you seek a new 
minister and the decisions you take as a church will have consequences for the future. 
But this is also intensely personal. All of us are faced with crossroad moments in our lives. 
For many it will have been about choosing to follow Jesus.  But there are other crossroad 
moments. Important decisions, which can affect the rest of our lives. Moments of personal 
crisis. 
 
Jeremiah’s words to his people at the crossroads of decision should speak loudly to us  
whether corporately as a church, or individually in our own crossroad moments. 
The reading provided four words of command. 
 
 
 



Stand, Look, Ask, Walk 
  
We are to STAND at the crossroads. 
Stop.  Stand still. Reflect.  Most accidents that happen at road junctions occur because 
someone is speeding or fails to stop at a red light.  When we find ourselves at a crossroads 
of life, we are at a place of decision.  A moment when our future, and the future of people 
we love, will be shaped by the direction in which we go.  When you find yourselves at a 
crossroads in the future, whether personal or as a church the thing to do is stop, and 
reflect, and not rush forward. 
 
If the traveller in our story had rushed on without stopping he would have taken the wrong  
path.  We are to stand at the crossroads. Maybe you are at a crossroads in life right now. 
Loughborough Baptist Church is without doubt at a crossroads. Don’t rush your decision-
making. STAND STILL 
 
We are to LOOK 
God says that when we are at a crossroad moment we are to look. Look back along the way 
we have come to see if there are any lessons we can learn.  Maybe mistakes or bad choices 
we have made.  
Then see how God has acted in your lives, or in the church, in the past. How God has 
surprised you, or given you strength to get through a seemingly impossible situation. 
Then look at the circumstances that surround you.  Look for signs which might give you a 
clue about the direction you should go, the  decisions you should make. 
 
Above all you should look to God to lead you into the future. Whatever you do, don’t leave 
your heavenly Father out of your discussions or your decision making, either as individuals 
or as a church fellowship 
 
In the story, it wasn’t until our traveller sank to his knees that he discovered the direction 
he was to take. In our moments of decision, or in moments of crisis, may we be found on  
our knees in prayer. Looking to God and his rule.   
We are to stand at the crossroads and look. 
 
We are to ASK 
Ask for the ancient paths.  The ancient paths are for us the bible.  The word of God. 
There should be a yearning in our hearts for God’s word.  The psalmist says; as the deer 
pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, my God. My soul thirst for God, for the 
living God.  We should have the same hunger and a thirst to know more and more about 
God’s ways as revealed in scripture;  not some fresh new teaching or an exciting new 
emphasis. 
 
That would be like the traveller watching his signpost blowing in every direction. Paul in  
Ephesians 4 says; we are not to be blown here and there by every wind of teaching. 
Seeking God’s at the crossroads can be a challenge. You will hear many voices trying to 
attract your attention. All sounding attractive.   



We need to hear the still small voice that 
says; this is the way, walk in it. 
 
We are to ask for the good way.  I’m not always very good at admitting when I’m lost. 
Nor at asking the way. Sometimes we do get spiritually lost, and at those times we just 
need to turn to God’s word, and to Jesus, who is the Word made flesh.  And when we ask 
the Lord, let’s give him time to answer before our Amens cut the conversation short! 
Jesus is, in his own person, the good way. 
He is the way, the truth, the life. 
The way to a relationship with God. 
The way to eternal life 
The way to navigate through the challenges of this life. 
 
Often that will mean going against the flow.  Being the odd one out. Thomas Merton 

writes 
this in the introduction to his book ‘the wisdom of the desert’. 
Society was regarded by the Desert Fathers as a shipwreck from which each single 
individual man had to swim for his life … These were men who believed that to let oneself 
drift along, passively accepting the tenets and values of what they knew as society, was 
purely and simply a disaster. 
Commenting on this Henri Nouwen writes; Our society is not a community radiant with the  
love of Christ, but a dangerous network of domination and manipulation in which we can  
easily get entangled and lose our soul. 
 
As G.K. Chesterton wrote many years ago;  Christianity has not been tried and found 
wanting; it has been found difficult and left untried. 
But though it may be a difficult way.  A hard way.  A narrow way. We don’t travel it alone. 
I am with you always, says Jesus. 
 
To ask implies that we are going to listen. And in listening, obeying what we are told. 
 
We are to walk 
To walk in God’s ways is, in effect, a sign of obedience.  Putting our faith into practice. John 
Chrysostom, a great preacher of old, declared that; just as a beautiful coat only looks best 
when worn on a body, so the scriptures – though wonderful when proclaimed in public – are 
far more stupendous when they are being lived out by the people who hear them.  
 
That is the acid test for God’s people at the crossroads.  Christ like character and behaviour. 
We are to walk the talk.  We must put into practise in our lives the teaching we have heard.  
We must allow God to shape our decisions and lead us through our times of crisis. 

 
With these four commands comes a promise. 
The result of standing and reflecting; of looking to God; of asking for direction and 
guidance; of listening to the Lord and walking in his ways; is that God’s people then, and 
now, are promised rest for their souls. 



 
Rest doesn’t mean inactivity or laziness, because that ultimately leads to spiritual 
weakness. Rest meant peace and harmony with God, with one another, and with the world 
around.  This is the verse that was probably in Jesus’ mind when he urged them to submit 
to the yoke of obedience to himself; (Matt11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.   
 
Let us not be like the people of Jeremiah’s day who stubbornly refused to listen to God and 
subsequently paid a heavy price. Rather may we be those who listen and respond to God 
and receive the assurance that by faith, and through faith, we are walking in His ways. 
Most of all, may we know that in Jesus we have a friend who is with us always, and whose 
desire is to keep us on the right path. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 Use the news to remember the world at large. 
 Pray for those working in the NHS as they seek to minister healing in the midst of this 

pandemic. 
 Pray that government national and local would be given wisdom. 
 Pray for Christians in position of influence. 
 Pray for the search team and deacons as they seek God’s will for a new minister. 
 And pray for those know to you who are in need of a touch from God. 
 
Song – Will you come and follow me 
  

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 



 
Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
Closing Prayer 
 The Lord bless you and keep you;  
 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;  
 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen 
  
 


