
      ORDER OF SERVICE SUNDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 

VISIT OF Rt Revd Dr Guli Francis Dehqaui 

Bishop of Loughborough 
 

Good morning everyone, this morning we were to have a visit from the Bishop 
of Loughborough. Unfortunately due to the lockdown, we have had to 
postpone her visit. I am pleased to say that, God willing, she will be with us on 
March 10th next year, which happens to be Mothering Sunday, when we hope 
to celebrate the role of women in our church and in the world. This service is 
based on what we had prepared for today, using the reading suggested by 
Bishop Guli. 
Welcome 

Call to Worship.  God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will 
not fear, though the earth be moved: and although the mountains are shaken in the midst of the 
sea; though the waters rage and foam; and though the mountains quake at the rising of the sea, The 
Lord of hosts is with us; and the God of Jacob is our stronghold 

Prayer       Worship is the doorstep of heaven where the children speak to their Father, and the poor 
sit at table with their Saviour and the weak are empowered by God’s Spirit. This is where love and 
mercy meet, love and mercy hold hands and where love bids us welcome; for this is the doorstep of 
heaven. Loving God let it be this and more for us today, for Jesus’ sake AMEN 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn No 73 BPW      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0slnlNveJu4  

When morning gilds the skies, my heart awakening cries, 
“May Jesus Christ be praised !” 
Alike at work and prayer I know my Lord is there: 
“ May Jesus Christ be praised ! “ 
 
When sadness fills my mind my strength in him I find:  
“May Jesus Christ be praised !” 
When earthly hopes grow dim my comfort is in him 
“May Jesus Christ be praised !” 
 
The night becomes as day when from the heart we say 
“May Jesus Christ be praised !”  
The powers of darkness fear when this glad song they hear: 
“May Jesus Christ be praised !” 
 
May this while life is mine, my canticle divine:  
“May Jesus Christ be praised!”  
Be this the eternal song through all the ages long: 
“May Jesus Christ be praised !” 

 
I hope that everyone received a copy of the greeting which Bishop Guli sent to us last week 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0slnlNveJu4


 A collection will be not taken due to the pandemic. We are very grateful for your continued 
generosity during recent months. The finance team have asked me to enquire if more friends could 
change to a Standing Order system of contributing, it makes life much easier for them, I will get in 
touch with everyone over the next few weeks. Thank you  

 

Children leave as we listen to the organ 

Please use your bible to read the rather long reading, the reading is taken from the lectionary and 
will be used by many churches throughout the land. 

Bible Reading    Matthew 25  V  31 to end  

Hymn 209  BPW                                                                                                                                             
Search for the infant born in a stable, search where its humble, search where its poor. 
Man’s search for God finds rest in a stable, there in the smell and warmth of the straw. 
See the infant, what a wonder! See the mother’s tender care. 
Cow and ass stand close together, while their bodies warm the air. 
 
Search for the man who travels the country, feeding the hungry, healing the blind. 
Man’s search for God finds rest in the needy, there with the outcasts of every kind. 
There the word of love is spoken, there the truth of God made clear,  
In the country, up on the hillside, people in thousands jostle to hear. 
 
Search for the man who hangs on the gallows, nailed there by hatred, nailed there by fearl 
Man’s search for God finds rest at the gallows, there at the cross the answer is near. 
Hear the mocking, hear the scorning, see the blood and feel the pain, 
On the hill top, nailed to the gallows, love meets rejection, all seems in vain. 
 
Search for the man who’s risen for ever, out on the highway down by the shore.  
Man’s search for God finds truth in his spirit, still with the needy still with the poor. 
Where there’s hunger, where there’s hatred, where injustice, where there’s pain, 
Out of the stable, out of the country, down from the gallows, Jesus does reign. 
 
The following are my thoughts on today’s reading, not Bishop Guli’s  
Address   

Many of you will remember my late Father-in-law, Aubrey Bowley. Aubrey was a Gentle, quiet man, 
characteristically; self effacing, loving, slow to anger quick to bless.  However should you behave in a 
way that he found inappropriate, or which offended his sensitivities, watch out, his wrath shocked 
even the most thoughtless person. Nobody pays much attention to a normally bad tempered person 
but when someone like Aubrey gets angry people listen. 

It has become unfashionable to speak of Jesus “meek and mild “ some would say that expression 
gives a wrong idea of what Jesus is really like. I disagree, my Jesus is meek and lowly, gentle and 
loving. When his friend Lazarus died, Jesus was deeply moved and wept. When surrounded by a vast 
crowd, almost crushing him, a woman with a long standing gynaecological problem touched his 
cloak and he was sensitive to her touch and healed her.  

Throughout his ministry Jesus reached out to those in need, to the hungry, the homeless, the sick, 
the prisoner, the thirsty, and on and on caring, loving, saving. 

I suppose that as a youngster I was influenced by Charles Wesley’s hymn Gentle Jesus meek and 
mild. Number 218 in the Sunday School Hymnary  ( When did we last use that book? )  

                              



That is why the anger of Jesus is so awe- inspiring a sight. In the chapters leading up to today’s 
reading the wrath of Jesus is unsparing and sustained. (Do read from Chapter 23 and feel the anger 
of Jesus). 

Jesus is scathing in his criticism of the Pharisees, he calls them hypocrites, blind fools, snakes. For all 
their fancy clothes , religious observances, and study of the law, they neglect the important matters, 
such as justice, mercy and faithfulness. He goes on to tell us to be watchful for his coming and to 
make good use of our God given talents. 

And so we come to today’s reading. Jesus reminds us of his coming again in glory, and a stark lesson- 
that, on that day God will judge us, not on the fame we have acquired, or the fortune we have 
amassed, or the knowledge we have gained, but on our reaction to human need. 

Palestinian flocks were mixed up together, it being very difficult to distinguish the goats from the 
sheep. Jesus tells us that there is judgement, and that people will be separated one from another, 
and the criterion of this judgement, the way in which we have served our brothers and sisters.  

Jesus gives some examples of those in need whom we should serve. Give a hungry person a meal  or 
a thirsty person a drink, welcome a stranger, cheer the sick, visit the prisoner. Jesus calls the people 
on the list his brothers and tells us that such help given to them is given to him.  

Jesus concludes his discussion with his disciples, with some very serious words! 

“Whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” 

As we seek to find and follow Jesus, we carry with us the concluding words of Hymn No 209 

Where there’s hunger, where there’s pain, where injustice, out of the country, down from the 
gallows, Jesus does reign.   

We sing our closing hymn   

Hymn  318   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2VboZhk6rE  

 Sing we the King who is coming to reign, glory to Jesus the lamb that was slain 
Life and salvation his empire shall bring, joy to the nations when Jesus is King 
Come let us sing; praise to our King Jesus our King, Jesus our King: 
This is our  song who to Jesus belong glory to Jesus, to Jesus our King. 
 
All then shall dwell in his marvellous light, races long severed his love shall unite, 
Justice and truth from his sceptre shall spring, wrong shall be ended when Jesus is King. 
Come let us sing.............. 
All shall be well in his kingdom of peace, freedom shall flourish and wisdom increase, 
Foe shall be friend when his triumph we sing, sword shall be sickle when Jesus is King 
Come let us sing.................. 
 
 Kingdom of Christ,  for your coming we pray, hasten O Father the dawn of the day 
When this new song your creation shall sing, Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King 
Come let us sing .................. 
 
     

The Grace said together 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2VboZhk6rE

