
 1 

Loughborough Baptist Church 

Sunday 21st March 2021 at 10.45am 

Margaret Thirlwell 

Order of Service 

 

Welcome to our service today, wherever you are and whether you are 

watching on screen or reading this script 

Words from the Psalms: 

         How clearly the sky reveals Gods glory 

 How plainly it shows what he has done. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

It gives new strength. 

May our words and our thoughts be acceptable to you, 

O Lord my refuge and my redeemer. 

(Psalm 19) 

Hymn:   Morning has broken  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0TInLOJuUM&list=RDMMe0TInLOJ

uUM&start_radio=1 

 

Morning has broken like the first morning,         
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.      
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!        
Praise for them springing fresh from the word        
 
Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dew fall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness where his feet pass. 
 
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning! 
Born of the one light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation of the new day. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0TInLOJuUM&list=RDMMe0TInLOJuUM&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0TInLOJuUM&list=RDMMe0TInLOJuUM&start_radio=1
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Let us pray  

Loving God 

We thank you for this morning. 

For a new day and all the possibilities this brings: 

For the beauty of the world which is ours to see and enjoy. 

For the friends we see around us and those who are often in our minds. 

And for the knowledge of your love and care for us, whatever joys or 

difficulties we experience. 

Be with us in this time of worship together, may we be strengthened and 

enabled for the days ahead. 

Amen. 

  

Our family moved to Loughborough when I was fourteen. We lived in the 

church manse on Herrick Road – there was a large oak panelled lounge 

and dining room. 

In the garden was a greenhouse and in the greenhouse was a large vine  

-the vine belonged to the church and the minister and his family were in 

charge of looking after it! It took quite a bit of looking after – making sure 

it had enough warmth, light and water and snipping out the smaller 

grapes so that the ones remaining were fat and juicy. 

When the harvest services were held at church we picked the bunches 

of grapes. On the Friday we took them down to church and hung them 

across the front of the choir seats as part of the harvest display -they 

were then distributed to various members of the congregation. 

I don’t think I became an expert on tending vines but it was an 

interesting experience and when I walk past Herrick Road, I sometimes 

wonder if the vine is still there. 

I am sure that during the last twelve months or so we’ve all done a little 

more reading than usual – or perhaps a lot! I don’t know whether you’ve 

read any of the books about Provence by Peter Mayle. If you have you 

will be well educated in the growing of grapes. If you haven’t they’re a 
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delightful read especially during these rather restricting times. I’ve got a 

few of the books if anyone would like to borrow one. 

Vines would be grown in Palestine in the time of Jesus. He would be 

familiar with vineyards and it is possible that as Jesus left the house 

where he and his disciples had shared the Last Supper they would 

probably walk past some of the vineyards and this may have prompted 

Jesus’ analogy which he shares with his disciples. 

John chapter 15 verses 1-6, 11-17 

I am the real vine and my father is the gardener. Every barren branch of 

mine he cuts away; and every fruiting branch he cleans, to make it more 

fruitful still. You have already been cleansed by the word that I spoke to 

you. Dwell in me, as I in you. No branch can bear fruit of itself, but only if 

it remans united with the vine; no more can you bear fruit, unless you 

remain united with me. 

I am the vine, and you the branches. He who dwells in me, as I dwell in 

him, bears much fruit; for apart from me you can do nothing. He who 

does not dwell in me is thrown away like a withered branch. The 

withered branches are heaped together, thrown on the fire and burnt. 

I have spoken thus to you, so that my joy may be in you, and your joy 

complete. This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved 

you. There is no greater love than this, that a man should lay down his 

life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I 

call you servants no longer; a servant does not know what his master is 

about.  I have called you friends, because I have disclosed to you 

everything that I heard from my father. You did not choose me: I chose 

you. I appointed you to go on and bear fruit, fruit that shall last; so that 

the father may give you all that you ask in my name. This is my 

commandment to you: love one another.  

Hymn: Lord you sometimes speak in wonders 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWj_6zB248Q 

Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders   

unmistakable and clear;          

mighty signs to prove your presence    

overcoming doubt and fear.          

O Lord, you sometimes speak in wonders   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KWj_6zB248Q
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Lord, you sometimes speak in silence 

through our loud and noisy day 

we can know and trust you better 

when we quietly wait and pray. 

O Lord, you sometimes speak in silence. 

 

Lord, you often speak in Scripture –     

words that summon from the page     

shown and taught us by your spirit    

with fresh light for every age.     

O Lord, you often speak in scripture.    

 

Lord, you always speak in Jesus, 

always new yet still the same: 

teach us now more of our Saviour, 

make our lives display his name. 

O Lord, you always speak in Jesus. 

 

Thinking together 

It struck me first of all, as I read this passage, how Jesus used what he 

saw around him, what was part of the people’s lives, to draw out spiritual 

truths. People would see vines regularly, they would know about them 

and this is where Jesus starts to speak to his disciples about his death. 

Jesus started where people were. I haven’t been able to get this out of 

my mind, and, as we think about the future of the church perhaps we 

should ask ourselves the question ‘Do we start where people outside the 

church are and do we know what they are really concerned about?’ Is 

this how we show our love for them? Of course we want to share the 

gospel, to speak to people about the love of Jesus and we want them to 

respond to this love, but we need to start where people are -just like 

Jesus did -perhaps this is something we could think about and pray 

about as we are thinking about things getting back to near normality and 

what our mission as a church will be like. 

Although John doesn’t give us details about the last meal Jesus shared 

with his disciples we assume that the group had just shared the 
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Passover Meal and, as they walk, Jesus is teaching the disciples and 

preparing them for the time when he will not be with them physically. His 

words then, are particularly relevant to us, as twenty first century 

disciples. 

We are first reminded of the importance of close relationships. Much has 

been written about the relationship between Jesus and God -Father and 

Son together with the Holy Spirit.  Here Jesus refers to God as the 

gardener, caring and nurturing the vine who is Jesus himself and we are 

invited to be part of this union – to be united with Jesus, to make him 

part of our lives, the centre and foundation of our living because, only as 

we do this can we grow in faith and understanding and be able to share 

this faith with others.   

How do we keep close to Jesus? People find many ways helpful -we 

may spend time in prayer or in quiet meditation, reading the Bible, 

reading what others have written that may help us grow, sharing in 

worship together, being involved in work that brings us closer to God – 

being concerned for others who are in need, and we all have needs, 

sharing our lives and our time with others. 

Just as Jesus is one with God these things help us to become closer to 

Jesus and to share his work and, as we grow, so we learn more about 

Jesus and what he wants us to do. 

And what does Jesus require of us  -to dwell in his love and  to love one 

another. As followers of Jesus we love one another  but we only have to 

look at the synoptic Gospels to see that this love encompasses all -

Jesus ministry was a ministry of love -the teaching of the crowds, even 

when the must have been tired, the healing, the time spent with others 

and the caring  even for those who were shunned by the people of the 

day, even for those who found it too hard to respond to his call -the love 

of Jesus extended to all and, as his followers, so must ours. A love that 

knows no boundaries, a love that gives and gives again, a love that goes 

to the cross. 

How long will it be before we can meet together with something like 

normality, what will our church be like? What will we do? How will we 

change? 
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There must be much thinking, praying and talking together but one thing 

is sure. If we are to follow the example of Jesus, love must be at the 

centre of everything. 

I was speaking on the phone to someone the other day. We were talking 

in general about how we spent our time and how we were waiting for the 

time when we could go out when we wanted and do what we wanted. In 

the course of our chatting she told me of comparisons about how we 

spent our time. She said to me that she got up early in the morning to 

read the Bible and pray for people she knew and perhaps other people 

that she didn’t know. In conversation she said ‘ I pray for you and John 

and your family in the mornings. And I thought ‘How amazing and 

comforting it is that this lady is praying for me and my family.’ 

 

Our prayers together: 

 

And so we pray for ourselves and others: 

Prayers 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

The power and the glory,  

For ever and ever. Amen 
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Hymn: Father, hear the prayer we offer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFoactKMJHQ 

Father, hear the prayer we offer:   

Not for ease that prayer shall be,   

but for strength, that we may ever   

Live our lives courageously.     

 

Not for ever in green pastures   

Do we ask our way to be;     

But by steep and rugged pathways   

Would we seek you fearlessly.    

 

Not for ever by still waters  

would we idly quiet stay, 

but would smite the living fountains 

from the rocks along our way.  

 

Be our strength in hours of weakness, 

In our wanderings be our guide. 

Through endeavour, failure, danger, 

Father, be there at our side. 

 

The Grace 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The love of God, 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

Be with us all. Amen 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CFoactKMJHQ

