
Welcome 

Opening Song Faithful One 
 Faithful one, so unchanging 
 Ageless one, you’re my rock of peace 
 Lord of all I depend on you 
 I call out to you, again and again 
 I call out to you, again and again 

 You are my rock in times of trouble 
 You lift me up when I fall down 
 All through the storm 
 Your love is, the anchor 
 My hope is in You alone 
   
Words from Psalm 145 
I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever.  
Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever.  
Great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.  
The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  
The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.  
The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.  
The LORD upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.  
The LORD is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does.  
The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  
My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for 
ever and ever. 
 
Prayer 
Lord, we praise you. 
We thank you, Lord, that you are faithful and unchanging. 
Thank you that you are gracious and compassionate. 
Thank you that you are so good to us lifting us up when we are bowed down under all 
the pressures of life. 
Thank you that you are fair and just and kind. 
Thank you that you are near to us when we call upon you, and that you hear us when we 
call out to you. 
 
Lord we have gathered together to meet with you. 
We come as we are, for there is no other way in which to come. 
We confess that we are not all that we would wish to be, but we come in the confidence 
of children coming into the presence of their heavenly Father. 
As we come we admit that we need your care, your healing, your encouragement, your 
love. 
 
Thank you most of all for Jesus who showed us so beautifully, so perfectly, who you are. 
And it is in his name that we meet together today. 
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today, and sing the love amazing that songs 
cannot repay. 
We honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.  Amen. 



Song  O God beyond all praising 
 O God beyond all praising, 
 we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing 
 that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder 
 at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number 
 and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you 
 and wait upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, 
 our great and mighty Lord. 
 
 Then hear, O gracious Saviour, 
 accept the love we bring, 
 that we who know your favour 
 may serve you as our king; 
 and whether our tomorrows 
 be filled with good or ill, 
 we'll triumph through our sorrows 
 and rise to bless you still: 
 to marvel at your beauty 
 and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty 
 our sacrifice of praise. 
 
Reading  Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 
Ecclesiastes 5:8-20 (NIV2011)  
8  If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do not be surprised 

at such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher 

still. 9  The increase from the land is taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields.  
 10  Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied 

 with their income. This too is meaningless.  
 11  As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to 

 the owners except to feast their eyes on them?  
 12  The sleep of a labourer is sweet, whether they eat little or much, but as for the rich, 

 their abundance permits them no sleep.  
 13  I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners,  
 14  or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when they have children there is 

 nothing left for them to inherit.  
 15  Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, and as everyone comes, so they 

 depart. They take nothing from their toil that they can carry in their hands.  
 16  This too is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart, and what do they 

 gain, since they toil for the wind?  
 17  All their days they eat in darkness, with great frustration, affliction and anger.  
18  This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person to eat, to drink 

and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labour under the sun during the few days of life God 

has given them—for this is their lot.  



 
19  Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, 

to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of God.  
20  They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them occupied with 

gladness of heart.  

 

Song  O for a closer walk with God 
O for a closer walk with God, 
a calm and heav'nly frame, 
a light to shine upon the road 
that leads me to the Lamb! 
 
Where is the blessedness I knew 
when first I sought the Lord? 
Where is the soul refreshing view 
of Jesus and His Word? 
 
What peaceful hours I then enjoyed! 
How sweet their mem'ry still! 
But they have left an aching void 
the world can never fill. 
 
Return, O holy Dove, return, 
sweet messenger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn, 
and drove Thee from my breast. 
 
The dearest idol I have known, 
whate'er that idol be, 
help me to tear it from Thy throne 
and worship only Thee. 
 
So shall my walk be close with God, 
calm and serene my frame; 
so purer light shall mark the road 
that leads me to the Lamb. 
 
Sermon 
Money is always a difficult subject to talk about especially in church. 
But the bible has a lot to say about money  (more ref than about heaven) 
The teacher in Ecclesiastes 5 outlines three drawbacks to wealth 
It never satisfies 
V 10 Whoever loves money never has money enough; 
It always attracts more hangers-on 
V 11 As goods increase so do those who consume them 
It disturbs our peace 
V 12 As for the rich, their abundance permits them no sleep 
 
 



The Teacher’s sentiments are supported by Paul writing to Timothy 
1 Timothy 6:9-10    Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.   For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  
Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs. 
And Jesus in Matt 6:24 No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both 
God and Money.  
 
Some people see money as their security / their God. 
The Lord tells us that He alone is God - and He alone is our security. 
Money may be able to buy people many things in life, but, 
Money can't buy forgiveness; 
Money cannot purge away our guilt; 
Money cannot buy favours from God; 
Money cannot buy our way into heaven. 
 
It's a difficult lesson to learn but money, like our bodies, is temporal. 
You've probably all had coupons which have read something like this: 
Good for one free meal.  
Maybe our bank notes should come with a warning on them which says 
Good only for this life. 
 
It would be relatively easy to prepare an argument that says money is evil 
The truth is money is neither good NOR evil! 
Money is neutral, it is our attitude to money that is either good or evil! 
As Selwyn Hughes put it. 
You can’t serve God and money, but you can serve God with money. 
 
The challenge of giving 
Let me take you to the story of a poor widow (Mark 12:41-44) 
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  

But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents.  

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into 

the treasury than all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, 

put in everything—all she had to live on.”  

 
Remember when you’ve sat down and just watched the world go by? 
That’s what Jesus is doing here.  He’s just days away from his death, yet here he is 
people watching. He’s watching the crowds as they put their money in the temple 
treasury.  No envelopes to hide your gift.  No cheques. No bank notes.  All the money is 
made up of coins. 
 
The rich people literally throw their money in. 
Its show time!  The bigger the noise the greater the gift. 



But then a poor widow comes along.  Jesus knows she’s a widow by the clothes she 
wears.  And he knows she’s poor because the two coins she places in the treasury are 
the smallest denomination there is.  
She places them in quietly with as little fuss as possible. 
 
Jesus knows what’s going on.  The rich gave out of their wealth. Money they could well 
afford to part with.  The widow on the other hand was making a much greater sacrifice. 
She put in everything. All she had to live on. 
 
Jesus wasn’t denying that the rich gave large sums.  He merely said that in comparison 
the widow gave more….much more. The rich made a contribution.  The widow made a 
great sacrifice.  She had two copper coins and she put them both into the offering bag 
She could have said;  Lord, lets share it fairly - One for you and one for me.  And even that 
would have been amazingly generous.  But she gave both coins.  She gave all that she 
had to live on. 
 
In doing so she portrays what it means to be the people of God.  Confessing by her 
actions that all that she has, all her possessions, all belong to God. And she entrusts 
herself to him.  It is for that poor widow an act of love and worship to God.  It was made 
cheerfully and willingly. It was both generous and sacrificial. 
  
How should we measure our giving? 
Can I suggest that God measures giving, not by what we give,  but by what we keep for 
ourselves! Proverbs 3:9 in the Message reads; 
Honour God with everything you own, give him the first and the best. 
When it comes to money God's people should set aside their gifts & offerings to Him 
FIRST.  An expression of our love and thanksgiving for all that God has done for us. 
This is no more than God deserves; he who did not withhold the life of his own Son to 
rescue us!  
 
God should receive the cream from the top, not the dregs at the bottom!  He is worthy of 
nothing less.  We are to put aside our offering for the Lord as soon as we get our pay. 
To deduct it first, and see what's left for ourselves. 
 
How much should we give to God? 
A question C.S. Lewis seeks to answer in his book ‘Mere Christianity’. 
I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give.  I am afraid the only safe rule is 
to give more than we can spare. 
In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements etc. is up to the 
standard common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving 
away too little.  There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because our 
charitable expenditure excludes them. 
 
Maybe the question ought to be, how much do we keep for yourselves.  God measures 
giving, not by what we give, but by what we keep for ourselves! As a guide the bible 
talks about tithing!  A tenth of our income.  And that's just for starters!! 
Many people cry out;  I can't afford that!  It's too much!  We said that for a long time as a 
Christian couple. What we were actually saying was 'there isn't enough left over to do 
that'.  And that was our mistake 



But the deeper we went with the Lord the more we were challenged about tithing. 
When we decided to be obedient to this command of God we were blessed beyond 
measure!  It was about putting God first in this very difficult and sensitive area of money 
Now we couldn't afford NOT to Tithe 
 
Our giving is a spiritual diagnostic.  It shows us clearly, as clearly as anything can the 
state of our heart and the depth of our love for God.  So it’s a good idea to have an 
annual financial review before God. 
Has my income gone up or down.  Is my tithing, my giving, in line with my income?  
 
Giving as a response to God 
No doubt the memory of that widow’s giving stayed with Jesus as he went from the 
Temple to his death on the cross. She gave everything she had.   And so would he. 
He gave his life so that you and I could be forgiven and receive eternal life. 
Neither a tiny penny… nor a cheque for thousands of pounds buys that for us. 
 
Becoming his son or his daughter, forgiven, made clean and brought into a relationship 
with him - that lasts forever.  All that he offers to us, he has made possible.  No charge. 
Yet it cost him everything.  We owe our whole life to Him, our Saviour and our Lord. 
 
A heart transformed by the gospel will result in changes,  not just to what we believe 
about money, but also what we do with it. 
 Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 
 To so faithful a friend, to so loving a King? 
 Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung 
 As a praise of your name 
 For the things you have done? 
 Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part, 
 Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart. 
 
If our money could speak what would it be saying about our giving, and what and who 
our hearts are seeking after? 
 
Song  I will offer up my life 
I will offer up my life in spirit and truth 
Pouring out the oil of love, as my worship to you 
In surrender I must give my every part 
Lord, receive this sacrifice of a broken heart. 
 
Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 
To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King? 
Savior, what can be said, what can be sung 
As a praise of Your name for the things You have done? 
Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 
Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart 
 
You deserve my every breath, for You've paid the great cost 
Giving up your life to death, even death on the cross 



You took all my shame away, there defeated my sin 
Open up the gates of heaven and have beckoned me in. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 Imagine throwing a pebble into a still pond. 
 See the ripples gently moving from the centre to the very edge. 
 So let your prayers ripple out. 
 
 Loving Heavenly Father; 
 Prayer for yourselves, your family, and for your church. 
 
 Pray for the communities around the church and around your home. 
 
 Pray for our country, still facing an uncertain future as a result of this pandemic; 
 For the NHS 
 For all front line workers 
 For the government 
 
 And as the ripples move to the edge 
 Pray for the world beyond our shores.  
 For those affected by war. 
 For refugees. 
 For missionary and aid agencies seeking to bring peace and hope for the future. 
 
 Lord in your mercy, hear our prayers.  Amen. 
 
Song  Be thou my vision 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
Thou my great Father, and I thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling and I with thee one. 
 
Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might; 
Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower; 
O raise thou me heavenward, great power of my power. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always 
Thou and thou only first in my heart 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
 



High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun, 
O grant me its joys after victory is won, 
Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be thou my vision, O ruler of all. 
 
Closing Prayer 
Eternal God, 
Give to us a vision for our lives that is centred on Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Give us a vision for this fellowship to which we belong that she maybe the church you 
want her to be. 
Give to us a vision for your world in which justice, truth and righteousness abound. 
And may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon you and 
remain with you now and always.  Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


