
 
Sunday 20 December  
 
Good morning and welcome to this special Christmas service.  This service has been prepared by 
John Hall, Victoria Edwards, Julia Perry and the children from Sunday Club.  This year we are 
unable to have our normal carols by Candlelight but we hope the service we have put together will 
help you enjoy the wonder and excitement of the first Christmas.  
 
The nativity scenes you will see or read are one side of a conversation between various 
characters in the Christmas story. You may want to imagine the other side of the conversation!  
 
Take a few moments to conjure up the atmosphere of a carol service, the soft candlelight, the 
organ playing, the excitement of the children as they get dressed in their costumes and the joy of 
being together. Remember wherever you are and however you are worshipping, we are together 
in Christ.  
 
The service will continue without introductions. 
 
Video: Christmas must be something more (Taylor Swift) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlgZXyCu6rk&feature=youtu.be 
 
What if ribbons and bows didn't mean a thing 
Would the song still survive without five golden rings 
Would you still wanna kiss without mistletoe 
What would happen if God never let it snow 
What would happen if Christmas carols told a lie 
Tell me what would you find 
You'd see that today holds something special 
Something holy, not superficial 
So here's to the birthday boy who saved our lives 
It's something we all try to ignore 
And put a wreath up on your door 
So here's something you should know that is for sure 
Christmas must be something more 
What if angels did not pay attention to 
All the things that we wished they would always do 
What if happiness came in a cardboard box 
Then I think there is something we all forgot 
What would happen if presents all went away 
Tell me what would you find 
You'd see that today holds something special 
Something holy, not superficial 
So here's to the birthday boy who saved our lives 
It's something we all try to ignore 
And put a wreath up on your door 
So here's something you should know that is for sure 
Christmas must be something more 
We get so caught up in all of it 
Business and relationships 
Hundred mile an hour lives 
And it's this time of year 
And everybody's here 
It seems the last thing on your mind 
Is that the day holds something special 
Something holy, not superficial 
So here's to Jesus Christ who saved our lives 
It's something we all try to ignore 
And put a wreath up on your door 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tlgZXyCu6rk&feature=youtu.be


But here's something you should know that is for sure 
Christmas must be something 
Christmas must be something 
Christmas must be something more 
There's gotta be more 
There's gotta be more 
 
Advent candle lighting and meditation Yen, You Van, Ke Fang and Le Fang 
 
We light this candle 
to recall Mary and Joseph 
who saw their visions and dreamed their dreams, 
who heard angelic announcements 
and were obedient to your word and their calling, 
giving a home and care to the child. 
May the light overcome the darkness. 
 
Song: Come and join the celebration 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkUVJ3lOjxw 
 
Come and join the celebration  
It's a very special day  
Come and share our jubilation;  
There's a new King born today!  
  
Verse 1 
See, the shepherds  
Hurry down to Bethlehem,  
Gaze in wonder  
At the Son of God who lay before them  
  
Chorus 
  
Verse 2 
Wise men journey,  
Led to worship by a star  
Kneel in homage  
Bringing precious gifts from lands afar, so  
  
Chorus 
  
Verse 3 
"God is with us"  
Round the world the message bring  
He is with us  
"Welcome", all the bells on earth are pealing  
  
Chorus 
 
Prayer  Led by ?? 
 
Loving God, 
we come to hear again the familiar story 
and to sing the familiar songs. 
Break through our cosy celebration, 
that we might recognize your voice 
and heed your call. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vkUVJ3lOjxw


God of light and hope, 
of stars and surprises: 
open our eyes to your glory 
and our hearts to your presence, 
that we may respond with joy to the angel song; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Reading: Isaiah 9:2 and 6,7 Reader: Helen  
 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.   Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He 
will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.  
 
Nativity scenes 1 – 3 
 
Scene 1 

 
Angel Gabriel phones Mary (Michelle) 
 
 Hi is that Mary ? 
 
It’s angel Gabriel here. I have got a message from God for you . 
 
You may need to sit down, the thing is …..You are going to have a baby,  
 
Don’t sound so shocked Mary, it’s good news, The baby will be god’s son and you are to call him 
Jesus 
 
Don’t worry I’ll sort Joseph,  
Take care of yourself, speak soon. Bye, 
 
Scene 2 

 

Angel Gabriel phones Jospeh (May) 
 
Hi can I speak to Joseph please  
 
Oh hello Joseph, I hope you are keeping well this is Angel Gabriel  
 
Sorry I didn’t realise you’d be in bed, anyway, there is no need to be afraid I just wanted to say 
that you need to marry Mary, raise the child as your own, name him Jesus as he will be a saviour 
to all people, that's all, I’ll let you get back to sleep. 
 
I understand Joseph but you must realise that you have been chosen to be the Messiah’s earthly 
Father by God because you are the best person for the job.  
 
That’s grand  
See you soon  
 



Scene 3  

 
 
Joseph phones Mary (Victor) 
 
Mary, it’s lovely to hear your voice. 
 
I had a bit of a strange night, I had a visit from an angel in a dream  
 
Well the thing is…...,let’s just get married now? 
 
That's very good Mary I will arrange it  
Bye  
 
Reading: Luke 2:1-5 Reader: Sheena 
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world.   (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  
And everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child.  
 
Carol  O little town of Bethlehem 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqt66rXDKJE 
 
O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary 
And gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love 
O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God the King 
And Peace to men on earth. 
 
How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven 
No ear may hear His coming 
But in this world of sin 
Where meek souls will receive him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem 
Descend to us, we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iqt66rXDKJE


Be born to us today 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell 
O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel 
O come to us, abide with us 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 
 
 
Nativity scene 4 

 
 
The Innkeeper takes a call from Joseph (Hughie) 
 
Hello Bethlehem Star inn, how can I help you? 
 
A room on the 24th December, You do know that’s the census date don’t you? We’re fully 
booked.   
 
Whether your wife is pregnant or not there are still no rooms available. 
 
The baby is due any day you say 
 
I tell you what, I have a stable round the back I can put you up there, It's the only space I’ve got 
left and seeing as you have a baby on the way  I will only charge you half price. 
 
Alright then I will see you then  
Good bye  
 
 
Carol Away in a manger sung by the children 
 
Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the bright sky look down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus look down from the sky 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray 
Bless all the dear children In Your tender care 
And fit us to Heaven to live with You there. 
 
Nativity scenes 5 – 7 

 
 
Scene 5  
The shepherds receive a call from Angel Gabriel (Kimyah) 
 
Hello  
 
Don’t be afraid you say, well that's not so easy, I’ve never spoken to an angel before. 



 
Good news you say, well we could all do with some good news. 
 
Great joy, I see  
 
Wow, so you’re telling me the saviour has been born in the town of David well that's just fabulous 
news 
 
(Shepherd shouts to another shepherd)  Hey John come and listen to this there is a whole 
heavenly host singing praises to God down the phone... 
 

Scene 6 

 
 
Shepherd phones a friend (Christelle) 
 
You’ll never guess where we’ve been?  
 
We’ve been to Bethlehem to see a baby, angels came to tell us that he was the saviour born for all 
of us, we went, we saw, he was magnificent but we’ve got to get back to those sheep now so 
speak soon 
 
Bye  
 

Scene 7  
 
Shepherd phones a friend (Michelle) 
 

 
 
Hi  
   
You are going to be so astonished by what I’ve got to tell you 
 
I’ve only gone and just seen the newborn King, the saviour of all the world! 
 
I can hardly believe it myself, but it was just the best thing ever.  
 
I’ll be dining out on this story for years!  
 
Yes, of course tell everyone you know!  
 
See you soon  
Bye  
 
Reading:  Titus 3:1-7 Reader:Samuel 
 
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 
whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle 
toward everyone.  At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all 
kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one 
another. But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because 
of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ 



our Saviour, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of 
eternal life.  
 
Nativity scenes 8 – 9 
 
Scene 8  

 
 
King phones King Herod (Grace) 
 
Good day your majesty  
We are in need of some guidance, myself and two of my peers from the east have been following 
a great star that we believe to signify the birth of the king of the jews. We thought you may know 
something of this? 
 
Bethlehem, is that in Judea. We will continue our way there immediately  
 
Yes of course we will come back and tell you of what we found.  
 
Thank you  
Goodbye 
 

Scene 9   

 
 
Wife receives phone call from a king (Margaret) 
 
Well hello dear it's been a long time since I heard from you, where are you? 
 
Bethlehem is that in Judea? 
 
That’s great news, fancy a star leading you westward to the newborn king, did you give him a gift 
dear? 
 
How clever dear, gold to crown him again, what about Casper and Balthazar, what did they take  
 
Frankincense, well that has a deity neigh and Myrrh has a bitter perfume  
 
Yes they do sound like lines from a Christmas carol don’t they? 
Well safe journey home dear  
Good bye  
 
Carol  We three kings 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0BJonwPCds 
 
We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain 
Following yonder star. 
 
O, star of wonder, star of night 
Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading, still proceeding 
Guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E0BJonwPCds


Born a king on Bethlehem's plain 
Gold I bring to crown Him again 
King forever, ceasing never 
Over us all to reign. 
 
O, star of wonder, star of night … 
 
Frankincense for Jesus have I 
God on earth, yet priest on high 
Prayer and praising everyone raising 
Worship is earth’s reply 
 
O, star of wonder, star of night … 
 
Myrrh is mine, it's bitter perfume 
Breaths a life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding dying 
Sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 
 
O, star of wonder, star of night … 
 
Glorious now behold Him arise 
King and God and sacrifice 
Heaven sings ‘Alleluia’ 
‘Alleluia’ the earth replies. 
 
O, star of wonder, star of night … 
 
Nativity scene 10 

 
 
King phones his wife (May) 
 
Arrhhh, She’s never in, I suppose I’ll just have to leave a message. 
Lydia its me, we are starting our return journey today, but we have got to come home a different 
way, a strange thing but we were warned in a dream by God not to return to Herod so it may take 
us a little longer. I don’t know when I will be back. I do hope you are not out shopping again!  
I will trying ringing again tomorrow 
Bye  
 
Reading: Luke 2:19-21 Reader: Roshni 
 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had 
been told.  On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the 
name the angel had given him before he was conceived.  
 
Nativity scene 11 

 
 
Mary phones a friend (Grace) 
 
Hi Elizabeth  
I’m just ringing to tell you I have had the baby. 
 



Thank you, his name is Jesus, I’m looking at him now, his sweet head lying on a bed of straw in a 
manger.  
 
I know it didn’t seem ideal but it was the only accommodation Joseph could find, but it's perfect, 
the dark sky above is filled with bright stars and even the lowing cattle doesn’t make Jesus cry, I 
have been blessed with a special child. 
 
I will keep in touch. 
 
Thank you  
Bye  
 
Video:  Line drawing manger to cross 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B7IvtELiZs&feature=youtu.be 
 
Prayer  Led by John Hall  
 
Immanuel, God with us, 
show us where you may be found today: 
in each human birth, 
in family joy, 
in relentless tragedy, 
in treasured babes 
and homeless families. 
 
Immanuel, 
we rejoice that you are with us 
in everything, 
through everything. 
Lord Christ, be born in us today. 
Word of God become flesh in us 
that we might live your gospel. 
Light of the world, shine 
in us and through us 
for the sake of your world. 
 
Loving God, 
help us to see your grace, 
hear your voice, 
and follow in your way; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
Talk - John Hall 
 
Christmas can become a place of spiritual escapism.  A refuge, a holiday if you like from the 
challenging realities of life. Christmas, however, is a time to remember that moment in history; 
When the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared. 
Or – in the words of C.S. Lewis;  Once in our world there was a stable which had something in it 
which was larger than the whole world. 
 
This was a momentous event.  Yet at this cross roads in human history God did not act 
unilaterally.  Rather the creator chose to bring about the salvation of humankind in co-operation 
with his creation.  Through the Angel Gabriel God approaches a young woman and enquiries if 
she is willing to co-operate with Him in enabling a Saviour, a rescuer, to enter our world.  Her 
response is one of faith, and a willingness to trust God about the inevitable consequences. I am 
the Lord’s servant, Mary answers, may it be to me as you have said. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B7IvtELiZs&feature=youtu.be


Mary’s willing response took her on a journey to Bethlehem.  
How far is it to Bethlehem, not very far goes the song. The truth is rather different.  It  
was a journey of some 90 miles over difficult terrain.  But it was also a journey of  
faith in which she literally carried the Word that was to become flesh. 
 
And so the grace of God appears in the child in the manger.  That grace, of course,  
is veiled in the weakness and vulnerability of the baby Jesus.  Yet through his life we  
catch a glimpse of who he is and the reason why he came.  From the humble  
starting point of Mary’s willingness to be God’s servant he was able to bring the  
means of our salvation into being. 
 
Advent Provides our Hope 
As we listen to Paul’s words to Titus we might conclude that the world hasn’t  
changed much in 2000 years. 
Titus 3:3:   At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by  
All  kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and  
hating one another. 
  
Our hope, and the hope of the world, rests in that child born in a stable 2000 years  
ago. A hope of transformation that has nothing to do with our ability to be good  
enough. But is all to do with God’s grace and mercy 
Titus 3:4,5:  But when the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the 
washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
 
The child in the manger grew to be the man of the cross, where he took upon himself  
the sins of the world.  My sins.  Your sins.  Born to die.   
Christmas is the great prelude to Easter. 
 
This is the Advent hope; That the world might know and believe.  It should be our hope too.  The 
hope of eternal life.  The hope of the glory to come 
 
Advent presents a Challenge 
The challenge to follow Jesus.  A call to face unknown challenges.  A call that will  
prove costly.  A call, as it was for Mary, to courage and risk taking. 
The Advent challenge is to remind us that, like Mary, God calls us to carry the Word  
in our lives and out into the world.  As Christians the Spirit of Jesus lives within us,  
though veiled in our weakness and vulnerability.  Yet in our moments of self-giving  
we pray that the  grace of God will shine in our lives like stars in the universe. 
 
The real challenge is whether we, with our comfortable lives, will allow the perceived  
consequences of what God asks of us to affect our response.  Or, like Mary, are we  
willing to trust God for our future and say; 
I am the Lord’s servant, may it be to me as you have said. 
 
Carol Hark the herald angels sing 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCt1s44cfMM 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim: 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lCt1s44cfMM


Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Christ by highest heav'n adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris'n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

Benediction Led by John Hall  
May the joy of the angels, 
the eagerness of the shepherds, 
the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ-child 
be yours this Christmas; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father Son and Holy Spirit, 
Be with you and remain with you this day and forevermore.  Amen. 
 
 
 


