
 1 

             Loughborough Baptist Church 
                                    Sunday 11th April 2021(Low Sunday) at 10.45am 

                         Michael Tebbatt 
                         Order of Service 

 
Welcome and Notices   Edward Atkin 
 
Call to Worship    It is fitting that the heavens should rejoice; and that the earth should be 
glad, and that the whole world, both visible and invisible, should keep the feast. 
For Christ is risen, the everlasting joy. Now all things are filled with light, heaven, and earth, 
and all places, under the earth. All creation celebrates the resurrection of Christ. 
 
Prayer   Living God, we worship you today with joy in our hearts and thanksgiving on our 
lips. When the power of evil had done their worse, crucifying your son, and burying him in 
death, you raise him to life again : an act of power giving hope to the world.  
                 Lord Jesus we rejoice that death could not keep you in its grip; that you were 
raised to life, alive for evermore. You greeted your friends and now you stand amongst us in 
you risen power. 
                 Spirit of God you are always giving life to the people of God, giving birth to the 
children of God. Remodel us in the image of Jesus, fill us with his love and enable us with his 
risen power, that we might be faithful to his way, and through your Spirit use us in the 
redeeming of your world. Amen 
 
Hymn No 4 BPW   At your feet we fall, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFYVtl3Kmb0 
 

At your feet we fall, mighty risen Lord,  
as we come before your throne to worship you. 
By your Spirit’s power you now draw our hearts, 
and we hear your voice in triumph ringing clear. 

I am he that liveth, that liveth and was dead, 
Behold I am alive for evermore 

 
There we see you stand, mighty risen Lord, 

Clothed in garments pure and holy shining bright, 
Eyes of flashing fire, feet like burnished bronze, 

And the sound of many waters is your voice. 
I am he that liveth etc 

 
Like the shining sun in its noonday strength, 

We now see the glory of your wondrous face. 
Once that face was marred, but now you’re glorified, 

And your words like a two-edged sword have mighty power. 
I am he that liveth etc 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oFYVtl3Kmb0
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Thank you      Many thanks to all those who make Easter so special for us this year. 
 
Offertory     We give thanks to God for the weekly contributions being made for the work of       
                       the Church. We ask for blessing upon these gifts and upon the givers. 
 
Bible Reading   John 20  v   10 to 16  Lilian Limb 
 

Then the disciples went back to their homes, but Mary stood outside the tomb crying. 
As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white seated  

where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
They asked her, ”Woman why are you crying? 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “ and I don’t know where they have put him” 
At this she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realise that it was 

Jesus 
“Woman” he said, “why are you crying ? Who is it that you are looking for? 

Thinking that he was the gardener, she said “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have put him, and I will get him” 

Jesus said to her, “ Mary” 
She turned towards him and cried out in Aramaic, “Raboni” (which means teacher) 

 
Hymn No 356    One more step along the world I go 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXV3dwaeNU 
 

One more step along the world I go, one more step along the world I go, 
From the old things to the new keep me travelling along with you 

And it’ from the old I travel to the new: keep me travelling along with you. 
 

Round the corners of the world I turn, more and more about the world I learn, 
          All the new things that I see you’ll be looking at along with me. 

 
 As I travel through the bad and good, keep me travelling the way I should: 

Where I see no way to go you’ll be telling me the way, I know: 
 

Give me courage when the world is rough; keep me loving though the world is tough: 
Leap and sing in all I do, keep me travelling along with you; 

 
You are older than the world can be, you are younger than the life in me: 

Ever old and ever new, keep me travelling along with you. 
 
Address 
The story of the Hebrew nation, and of the Exodus from Egypt, is well known to many of us.  
It is the story of Joseph, and his coat, his brothers and his father Jacob ( also known as 
Israel.) They did very well in Egypt having a privileged status, after about 400 years this 
came to an end and they had to leave. A very low point. About two million left to return to 
the promised land, more than the population of Leicestershire, Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7PXV3dwaeNU
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Eventually the  children of Israel, set off for the promised land.  In the book of numbers it 
says “ they set out towards the sunrise,” We are travelling this morning towards the sunrise! 
You can spell sun rise however you wish.                              
At the end of their travels lasting 40 years, Moses sees the land he has longed to enter, but 
it was not to be. Moses climbs to the top of a mountain and God shows him the Promised 
Land and having seen it he dies. The children of Israel, under the leadership of Joshua 
prepare to enter the Promised Land.  
In the opening chapter of the book of Joshua, God tells him, Joshua, and the Israelites   “Be 
strong and courageous, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go”. Moses is 
dead, things will change, but God’s purpose for the nation is to continue. Four times in this 
short chapter God tells the people “ Be strong and courageous for the Lord your God is with 
you”  
The nation was divided into 12 autonomous states, holding these 12 together was never 
going to be easy.  
Over the years Joshua’s own readiness to commit himself wholly to God remains 
unwavering until the end of his long life. 
Unfortunately Joshua did not appoint a single successor, so that after his death things did 
not always go smoothly. In the book of Judges, the scene is a depressing one the nation had 
low points and highs . A roller coaster. The nation’s fortunes follow a monotonous and 
repetitive cycle. For a time, the nations obeyed God and prospered, and then a period 
where the nation deserts God and things go horribly wrong.                                                                                               
The closing words of the book of Judges Sums up the situation. 
“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fit”. 
The scene was a depressing one; the morale of the people was at a low ebb.  “Gideon, who 
was one of the Judges of Israel, remembering the words of Joshua asked “If the Lord is with 
us why are all these things happening to us” 
 
To remind us of the words God spoke to Joshua we have a musical interlude, if you are at 
a low ebb, it may cheer you up bit, and you may sing along if you wish. 
 
If we carry on looking at the story of the Children of Israel, over the next 1000 years or so, 
the situation remains pretty much the same, good times bad times. 
Great people came along and tried to keep the nation on an even keel. Kings, Queens, 
Priests, Prophets, all had a special role to play in the great plan of God. Samuel, King David, 
Elijah, Isaiah, and many others, sought to lead the people nearer to God. But very little 
changed, and then :- 
From the book of Psalms to the end of the Old Testament in the book of Malachi prophecies 
were made that God would send someone to change the world. 
 
Psalm 72  “He will defend the afflicted among the people, and save the children of the 
needy.” 
Isaiah  9 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light” 
Malachi 3  “ Suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple” 
 
Today is known as Low Sunday, the world is at a Low ebb. Our nation is at a low ebb, 
individuals are feeling low. But we have Jesus. 
 



 4 

John the Baptist was in prison and heard of what Jesus was doing, and sent his disciples to 
ask him “ Are you the one who was to come,  or should we expect another ?” 
And Jesus replied “ The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are 
healed, the deaf hear, and the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the 
poor.”The essence of the teaching of Jesus.” 
The disciples followed Jesus and believed. Immediately after the events of Good Friday they 
were devastated. Another low point 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, went to the tomb, broken hearted, Marks gospel says 
they were trembling and bewildered, Cleopas and his friend on the road to Emmaus, their 
faces downcast, the disciples fearful and locked together in a room. 
But within days the risen Jesus appears to them all in one way or another, and their faith 
was renewed. 
Mary  Stood at the tomb crying. Someone asked her why she was crying, Mary told him 
“they have taken him away. The person said to her” Mary,”  She turned to look at him and 
replied Teacher  Mary ran back to the disciples and said  “ I have seen the Lord” Here is the 
very centre  of our faith, for the Christian is one who can say “I have seen the Lord” 
If this is a low Sunday for you, or even if it is not, turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his 
wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and 
grace.  
We continue on our journey as we face the risen Son and we sing:- 
 
Hymn No 527  Forward be our watchword 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_AtOahqWS4 
 

Forward ! be our watchword, steps and voices joined; 
Seek the things before us, not a look behind; 

Burns the fiery pillar at our army’s head; 
Who shall dream of shrinking by our captain led? 

Forward through the desert, through the toil and fight;  
Jordon flows before us, Zion beams with light. 

Forward flock of Jesus, salt of all the earth, 
Till each yearning purpose spring to glorious birth. 
Sick they ask for healing, blind they group for day; 

Pour upon the nations wisdoms loving ray. 
Forward out of error, leave behind the night;  

Forward through the darkness, forward into light. 

Glories upon glories has our God prepared, 
By the souls that love him one day to be shared  
Eye has not beheld them, ear has never heard; 

Nor of these has uttered thought or speech, a word 
Forward, marching forward, where the heaven is bright, 

Till the veil is lifted, till our faith be sight 
 

May the road rise up to meet you may the wind be always at your back, 
May the sun shine warm upon your face and the rains fall soft upon your fields 

Until we meet again may God hold you in the palm of his hand Amen  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_AtOahqWS4

