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Welcome in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to our offering of worship this morning. 
Who can tell me what day this is? 
It’s All Saints Day. 
It is a day when we remember all the saints of the church, both known and unknown, who 
have gone to be with the Lord in Heaven. 
 
Listen to these words from Hebrews 12: 
Therefore, with all this host of witnesses encircling us, we must strip off every handicap, 
strip off sin with its clinging folds, to run our appointed course with steadfastness, our eyes 
fixed upon Jesus as the pioneer and perfection of faith – upon Jesus who, in order to reach 
his own appointed joy, steadily endured the cross, thinking nothing of its shame, and is 
now seated at the right hand of the throne of God….we have come to the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to myriads of angels, to the joyful gathering of God’s first-
born whose names are written in heaven, to the spirits of good people made perfect. 
 
Let us spend a moment in silence remembering with thankfulness those we have 
known, who have encouraged us on our journey, and are now with the Lord in Heaven. 
(silence) 
The shielding of God be with us; 
The love of God enfold us; 
The peace of God to still us;  
The Spirit of God to fill us; 
The saints of God to inspire us, 
This hour, this day and forever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn  For all the saints who from their labour rest. 
 
For all the saints who from their labours rest, 
who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
O blest communion, fellowship divine, 
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day; 
the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
the King of glory passes on his way. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Prayer 
O Lord our God, 
Gracious Heavenly Father, 
King over all that is. 
We gratefully accept Your invitation to worship you today, and we praise you. 
You, Lord, are the source of all life and hope. 
You, Lord, have revealed to us your majesty through the beauty of your creation. 
The stars in the heavens shine brightly to you. 
The waves of the sea pound their praises, 
And the trees of the field lift their gaze to heaven. 
 
Thank you that you have also revealed yourself in Jesus, 
Your Son, our Saviour. 
Thank you that in love He gave up His own life on the cross that we might be forgiven. 
Thank you that through Your power He rose from the grave that we might become Your 
children and know the blessing of eternal life. 
Thank you for sending the Holy Spirit to reveal these things to us, 
And to empower us to live as Your people on earth. 
 
Today we fix our eyes on You, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. 
We lift up the name of Jesus, that name that is above every name, 
And we glory in You alone. 
Eternal God, we worship and adore you.  Amen. 
 
Children’s Talk 
And now, for children of whatever age you are, we have a short animated film about 
God’s forgiveness. 
(film) 
Keeping on the straight and narrow isn’t easy. 
We all make mistakes. 
Some people take great delight in reminding us about our mistakes – sometimes months 
or years after we make them. 
But when God forgives us our mistakes are rubbed our and forgotten about.  Forever. 
 
Song  Our God is a great big God 
 
Our God is a great big God, 
Our God is a great big God, 
Our God is a great big God 
And He holds us in His hands.(repeat) 
 
He’s higher than a skyscraper 
And deeper than a submarine. 
He’s wider than the universe 
And beyond my wildest dreams. 
He’s known me and He’s loved me 
Before the world began. 
How wonderful to be a part 
Of God’s amazing plan. 



Our God is a great big God, 
Our God is a great big God, 
Our God is a great big God 
And He holds us in His hands.(repeat) 
 
Reading  1 Peter 2:4-10 
4  As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and 
precious to him— 5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to 
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
6  For in Scripture it says: “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  
7  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The 
stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8  and, “A stone that causes 
people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey 
the message—which is also what they were destined for. 9  But you are a chosen people, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10  Once you were 
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy.  
 
Message - A chosen people  
Can you remember lining up while two team captains picked sides?  I can’t ever 
remember being a first pick, but I can remember being the last one chosen. 
It didn’t feel good.  There was a real sense of rejection. You were left with this feeling 
that you weren’t good enough. And that’s what many feel like when challenged about 
accepting Jesus into their lives.  Not good enough. 
 
When Tevye in ‘Fiddler on the Roof' is warned by the constable of the coming pogrom 
that will usher in a new wave of trouble for the Jewish community, he  turns to heaven 
and says: Dear God, did you have to send me news like that? It’s true, we are the chosen 
people.  But once in a while can’t you choose someone else? 
 
1 Peter 2 verse 9 begins with the words, you are a chosen people.  But it leaves a 
question hanging in the air:  Chosen for what?  Let’s try and answer that question with 
the help of the words that follow in verses nine and ten. 
 
Chosen to lead people in the paths of righteousness 
You are a chosen people, a Holy nation. 
But this is not a nation defined by boundaries.  It is a nation that not only crosses 
national boundaries, but social and ideological boundaries. The only criteria to being 
part of this nation is a willingness to follow the King who has called us and chosen us, 
Jesus Christ the Lord. 
  
We don’t have to follow.  We have a choice.  We can choose to turn our backs and go our 
own way.  To stumble along on our own. Hence Peter says in verse eight, they stumble 
because they disobey the message.  Because they don’t believe.  And the message is this: 
Christ has died – Christ has risen – Christ will come again. 
 
 



To accept God’s call is to give our allegiance to this Holy Nation and to its King - Jesus. 
It is a call to separation. It is a call to holiness. 
  
Proverbs has quite a lot to say about righteous living; 
The righteousness of the blameless makes their paths straight. 
The righteousness of the upright delivers them. 
The righteous person is rescued from trouble.,  
In the way of righteousness there is life; along that path is immortality. 
 
This is a call to righteous living.  It is about setting an example in the world.   It is about 
speaking the truth.  It is about honesty.  It is about having integrity in all our dealings 
with everyone. 
We might not consider ourselves to be Holy or righteous; But amazingly God does.  God 
looks at us in the light of Calvary, where Jesus died to take away our sins. 
  
Listen to Paul’s words in Romans 1 verse seventeen; For in the gospel the righteousness 
of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 
“The righteous will live by faith.” 
It is that faith that enables us to live lives that are righteous.  That enables God to look 
upon us as His Holy people.  That enables us to be examples amongst the people we live 
with; work with; and socialise with. 
 
Chosen to be ministers of God’s grace 
You are a chosen people, a Royal Priesthood 
The Old Testament priesthood played a vital role in the spiritual well being of the 
people.  We too have a priestly role to fulfil by ministering God’s grace amongst the 
people with whom we live and work and spend our time. We are to demonstrate to 
these people the grace of God in real and tangible ways.  Meeting their needs Spiritually, 
emotionally and physically.  We do so as God’s representatives on earth.  We do so as 
ambassadors for Christ 
  
In Philip Yancey’s book; What’s so amazing about grace? He says; The world can do 
almost anything as well or better than the church.  You need not be a Christian to build 
houses, feed the hungry or heal the sick. There is only one thing the world cannot do.  It 
cannot offer grace! 
 
Maybe the past few months – more than any other period in recent history –  has shown 
how the church of God can make a difference among people of all ages both inside and 
outside the church.  In many communities the church has been front and centre of the 
action, providing support and relief, and giving its time with a good dose of God’s grace. 
Whatever the future holds we shouldn’t forget the lessons we have learnt over the past 
months. 
 
One of the most important role the priests played in the Old Testament was that of 
interceding before God on behalf of the people.  We have a similar calling.  Not by 
offering blood sacrifices; but interceding for others in prayer.  Praying for those we love. 
Praying for those who cannot pray for themselves. Praying for our nation in times of 
crisis. Praying for brothers and sisters on the other side of the world. 
 



Not only did the priests make sacrifices for the people, they sacrificed their own lives in 
devoted service to God. And so must we. Romans 12 verse one and two; Therefore, I 
urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.  
We are to be living sacrifices, serving God and administering His grace.  
 
Chosen to be witnesses 
You are a chosen people.  
We are chosen to bear witness to our friend, whose name is God. Chosen to declare the 
praises of Him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light. A better, and 
certainly stronger rendition of that verse is given in the NRSV. To proclaim the mighty 
acts of Him who called us out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
 
That mighty act of God is the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is our 
Christian witness to the gospel.  However we tell our salvation story it comes down to 
this one defining moment in history.  That moment when Christ died for the ungodly – 
for me and you on the cross – that we might be forgiven. 
 
Listen to the words of Paul in Romans 5 and verses 6-8.  You see, at just the right time, 
when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
This is the mighty act which brings us from the darkness of ignorance and sin and 
disobedience into the light that enables us to see the truth and reality of who God is, and 
of His good plans for us. This is the mighty act we are to proclaim. To declare.  To tell 
others in word and deed, as we share our story. 
  
In Acts 1 verse 8 Jesus says, you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. The command of Jesus has not changed. 
 
Chosen to be in a special relationship with God 
Chosen to be God’s special people. 
Let’s remind ourselves of this one great truth from the lips of Jesus; You did not choose 
me, but I chose you. 
 
Without the intervention of God in my life I would have continued to live in ignorance of 
this special relationship. I didn’t choose God – God chose me! That is amazing. For 
someone who often stood in the playground at school, or in the street,  waiting, waiting, 
waiting to be someone’s pick, and often thinking I wasn’t wanted, and being filled with a 
sense of rejection this is truly amazing.  God wants ME on his team.  And God treats 
everyone as if they were the first pick. 
 
Maybe there is someone here today, or listening or reading this sermon who needs to 
hear that God loves them and God chooses them to be on His team. First pick.  God 
chooses us, not out of duress, nor because of our ability (or lack of) but out of love. 



He wants us by his side for eternity. God, the creator of heaven and earth loved us and 
gave himself for us.  Once we had not received mercy, but now we have received mercy. 
We are not only forgiven, we are accepted by the true and living God. 
 
Much more than that God has accepted us into his family. Listen to these words of Paul 
from Romans 8 verses 14-17; For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children 
of God.  The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 
rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption as children.  And by him we 
cry, “Abba, Father.”  The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ. 
 
I am a child of God.  Yes I am. 
God is my Father. 
Jesus is my brother. 
And the Spirit continues to affirm these truths in my life. 
Let these truths rest in our hearts as we share together in communion, knowing that we 
are God’s chosen people.  
 
Communion 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may, 
not because you are strong, but because you are weak. 
Come, not because any goodness of your own gives you a right to come,  
but because you need mercy and help. 
Come, because you love the Lord a little and would like to love him more. 
Come, because He loves you and gave Himself for you. 
Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his body. 
 
Prayer 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden, 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love You, 
and worthily magnify Your Holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
 
Words of Institution 
The apostle Paul tells of the institution of the Lord’s supper: 
For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you:  
The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,  and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance 
of me.”  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes. 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Loving God, 
We praise and thank you for your love shown to us in Jesus Christ. 
We thank you for His life and ministry, 
for His sacrificial death on the cross, 
and for Your raising Him to life again. 
 
We give You thanks for this bread and wine, 
symbols of our world and signs of Your transforming love. 
Send Your Holy Spirit, we pray,  
that we may be renewed into the likeness of Christ and formed into His body. 
This we pray in His name and for His sake.  Amen 
 
The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread 
 
The Lifting and Sharing of the Wine  
 
Prayers 
Your death, O Lord, we commemorate. 
Your resurrection we confess. 
Your final coming we await. 
Glory be to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Lord God, 
In this moment around your table we pray for your church here. 
That with all the challenges this present pandemic causes, we pray that your church 
might bring a sense of your presence into every part of life in this community.  That she 
might bring hope in place of despair, love in place of fear and be a shining light to those 
around. 
 
We pray for those who are ill, or who are anxious, or who are facing uncertain times. 
In a moment of quietness we remember those known to us personally. 
Silence 
In their darkness may they catch a glimpse of your eternal light. 
In their weakness may they know your eternal arms supporting them. 
And we bring our prayers together as we say the prayer that Jesus taught us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy Name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Hymn  Amazing Grace 
 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me, 
I once was lost but now I'm found, 
Was blind, but now I see 
 
Through many dangers toils and snares 
We have already come; 
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home 
 
When we've been there a thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We've  no less days to sing God's praise 
Than when we first begun. 
 
 
Blessing 
Now may the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
Be with you, and all those you love, 
This day, and then for evermore. 
Amen 
  
 


