
Morning Worship Sunday 5th April 2020:      Palm Sunday 
 
Call to worship 
 
This reading from Zechariah 9 is the prophecy that is fulfilled on this day that we call Palm Sunday 
vs 9  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  See, your King comes to 
you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a Colt the foal of a donkey.” 
 
Hymn No 220 
All you that pass by, to Jesus draw nigh 
to you is it nothing that Jesus should die? 
Your ransom and peace, your surety he is 
come, see if ever there was sorrow like his 
 
Prayer    ( Nick Fawcett "No ordinary man" ) 
Lord Jesus Christ, you entered Jerusalem on a wave of enthusiasm, 
greeted by your joyful people shouts of praise and protestations of loyalty on every side. 
Yet you knew that the bubble would soon burst, that the welcome was only skin deep. 
Lord Jesus, we come to you today to worship you with equal gladness, but conscious that our 
commitment too may not be as strong as it should be, our faith fickle if put to the test. 
Help us to learn from the first Palm Sunday so that our hosannas may ring out as loudly tomorrow 
as they do today. 
 
You may now want to quietly offer your own thanksgivings 
 
Offering:- 
Father in this time of great need, we give you thanks for all your provision for us ,in nature in 
fellowship, in family and friends. 
So we bring our gifts, our tithes and our offerings with grateful, thankful hearts.    Amen   
 
Reading:   Matthew21: 1-11.       (Luke 19: 28-44 ) 
 
Sermon:   The journey to death continues 
 
*Jesus and his disciples were on the Jericho-Jerusalem road 

*Bethphage and Bethany were the last villages on that road being about two miles from Jerusalem 

*Jesus instructs his disciples (2of them) to go ahead to the village and collect a donkey and her Colt 

which would be waiting for them 

*When did he plan this ,and with whom, and why? 

*Jesus knew the scriptures and would have known what we read as a call to worship 

*He knew that his disciples had to see the fulfilment of that scripture in him, although they 

would not perhaps see it clearly that day 



[Do you see clearly the Messiahship of Jesus........King  Jesus come among us......or are you only 

seeing him as a good man with gifts of healing, teaching and helping ,as are many today] 

 

**THE JOURNEY BEGINS 

*The disciples did as Jesus had bid them and went to find the donkey 

*When they found them ,the moment they uttered the words "the Lord needs them".....the 

animals were theirs 

*As soon as they bring them to Jesus, the disciples put their cloaks on the Colt and Jesus mounts 

him...(the scripture says " and Jesus  sat on them" perhaps giving us a picture of some circus 

act...but the them refers to the cloaks and not the donkeys ) Mother donkeys will always closely 

follow their young. 

 

**THE CHEERING CROWDS 

*Matthews gospel seems to indicate that the crowds began their cheering in Bethphage, but it was 

more likely it was as they descended the Mount of Olives, through its narrow walkways into the 

city. 

*It’s now that the crowds seem to see what they think is unfolding before them....the Messiah has 

come. 

*They spread their cloaks on the road.......a show of Royal homage to a king 

*Matthew has no mention of palms being waved. Mark 11:8 has branches of Palm spread on the 

road 

*As the crowds shouted Hosanna, which in Hebrew means save, it becomes the cry of exhortation 

and praise from an enslaved people. 

[Hosanna, should be our cry too, for are not some of us an enslaved people.......under the rule of 

the prince of darkness........only those who confess Jesus as our personal saviour and lord are truly 

saved ] 

**You might like to sing.... 

I am S. A. V. E. D.   

I am S. A. V. E. D.  

I know I am  

I'm sure I am  

I m S. A. V. E. D...... 



 

**WHO IS THIS MAN 

*A donkey riding peasant from Galilee claiming kingship? 

*Was he even daring to suggest he was the long awaited Messiah? 

*Some of the crowd recognised that he was a prophet vs11 this is Jesus the prophet from Nazareth 

in Galilee 

*Some expected him to claim his crown and lead them to victory over Rome and its empire 

*But for how long would they hold this view? 

[indeed how long do we stay loyal to Jesus as our saviour when the going gets tough,.......when our 

loyalty and faith is challenged.....when his Sonship is disputed.........or indeed as we endure 

lockdown?] 

*Yes ,there were those who that day of celebration were uncertain about his authenticity, his 

authority and his worth. Which side would have had your support that day? Where does your 

support lie today ? 

 
Hymn no 225. Vs 3-4 
 
Ride on ride on in majesty! 
your last and fiercest strife is nigh! 
The Father on his sapphire throne  
awaits his own anointed son 
 
Ride on ride on in majesty!  
In lowly pomp ride on to die! 
Bow down thy head to mortal pain,  
then take, O God, thy power and reign. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus Christ we are reminded of how you entered Jerusalem to shouts of joy and celebration. 
But we remember too, how quickly that welcome evaporated, how soon the mood of the crowd 
changed. 
Lord Jesus, we know all too well that we are not so different........our commitment to you so often 
short lived, superficial and self-centred. 
Help us to welcome you into our lives with true gladness and to go on serving you come what may, 
now and always. May you know Gods richest blessing today and tomorrow……… 
Amen  
 
 


