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Loughborough Baptist Church 

Palm Sunday 28th March 2021 at 10.45am 

Rev. Howard Ketton 

Order of Service 

 
Welcome to our Palm Sunday praise and worship  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Lord with joy we greet your coming today, we lay before you our love and faith 
rejoicing that you came in peace to be our king.  
Come, Lord, and teach us the way of peace that we may know the strength of love 
and the power of forgiveness. 
Come, Lord, and teach us humble ways that we may be free of arrogance and 
without pretence. 
Let our songs fill this place with hosannas for now the day of redemption draws near. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord to whose kingdom there is no end. 
 
CHILDREN ENTER WAVING PALM BRANCHES as we sing: 
  
Make way, Make way 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78iCdVc5LVM&list=RDGMEMMib4QpREwENw3
_jAc0YgNwVM78iCdVc5LVM&start_radio=1 
 
Make way make way for Christ the King in splendour arrives 
Fling wide the gates and welcome him into your lives 
 
Chorus.      Make way (make way). Make way (make way ) 
For the King of kings (for the King of kings) 
Make way (make way) make way (make way) 
And let his kingdom in. 
 
He comes the broken hearts to heal the prisoners to free, 
The death shall hear the lame shall dance the blind shall see. 
 
Chorus 
 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts who weep and sigh, 
With laughter joy and a royal crown he'll beautify. 
 
Chorus 
 
We call you now to worship him as Lord of all, 
To have no gods before him their thrones must fall. 
 
Chorus 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78iCdVc5LVM&list=RDGMEMMib4QpREwENw3_jAc0YgNwVM78iCdVc5LVM&start_radio=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78iCdVc5LVM&list=RDGMEMMib4QpREwENw3_jAc0YgNwVM78iCdVc5LVM&start_radio=1
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CHILDRENS TALK 
 
When I was about seven we were suddenly taken by our teacher onto the road 
outside our school and told that very soon Prince Phillip, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
would be coming by on his way to the River Trent at Colwick to open our new river 
control unit sluice gates to help prevent the River Trent flooding nearby houses and 
factories.  
 
Suddenly, there was this very large black car coming down the road and we were 
told to raise our little flags we had made and wave them in the air and to shout 
hooray. We had hardly done that and he and his car were gone. I don't actually 
remember seeing him at all, it was so disappointing. 
 
However there is a story told, which I'm sure you will hear more about later in 
Sunday club. In this story there is no big black car and no one had prepared any 
flags to wave because it happened so unexpectedly, but in that time if a royal person 
came to town people knew exactly what to do, pull palm branches off of the trees 
that grow everywhere then you waved them at the royal personage. The other thing 
that was different on this day was that the Royal person was not riding a horse, a big 
white horse as he should have been, instead he was riding a donkey – yes, a 
donkey, not even a big strong one either. However, every one still joined in shouting 
at the tops of their voices and waving branches (just like you have). But who was he, 
no one could remember having a royal prince who looked like him...............so who 
was he? Perhaps we'll find out later in our times together. 
 
PRAYER 
 
Lord it is easy to wave palm branches, it is easy to shout hosanna. Save us now on 
this day of rejoicing when the stones would shout out if we were silent. Accept our 
acclamation! 
Heroes have come and gone but you remain, keep on coming into our lives into our 
worship. Fill us with such joy and love and gratitude for your coming to save, to set 
free, to give hope, to open heaven for us. We can do no other than worship you, our 
Lord and our God. Amen. 
 
SING 
 
Jesus is King 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5ew1NG8QwA 
 
Jesus is king and I will extol him, give him the glory, and honour his name. 
He reigns on high, enthroned in the heavens, word of the father exulted for us. 
 
We have a hope that is steadfast and certain, gone through the curtain and touching 
the throne 
We have a priest who is there interceding, pouring his grace on our lives day by day. 
 
We come to him our priest and apostle, clothed in his glory and bearing his name. 
Laying our lives with gladness before him, filled with his spirit we worship the King. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5ew1NG8QwA
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Oh, holy one, our hearts do adore you ,thrilled with your goodness we give you our 
praise. 
Angels in light with worship surround him, Jesus our saviour, forever the same. 
 
 
READING.      LUKE19: 28-40 
 
After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent 
two of his disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter 
it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. If anyone asks you why are you untying it, tell him the Lord needs it. 
 
Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. As they 
were untying the colt, the owner asked them, "why are you untying the colt ?" They 
replied, "the Lord needs it". 
 
They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. As he 
went along, people spread their cloaks on the road 
 
When he came to the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the 
miracles they had seen.  
  
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 
”Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
 
 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus "Teacher rebuke your disciples" 
 
"I tell you”, he replied, "If they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
 
SING 
 
Ride on, Ride on in Majesty! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUYCxw0quuQ 
 
Ride on, ride on in Majesty! while all the tribes hosanna cry: 
They cast their garments at your feet and wave the palms their king to greet. 
 
Ride on, ride on, in Majesty! in lowly pomp ride on to die, 
O Christ, your triumphs now begin to capture death and conquer sin. 
 
 
Ride on, ride on in Majesty! your last and fiercest strife is nigh, 
The Father on his sapphire throne awaits his own anointed son. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUYCxw0quuQ
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Ride on, ride on in Majesty! in lowly pomp ride on to die! 
Bow down your head to mortal pain, then take, O God, thy power and reign. 
 
 
SERMON 
 

At the beginning of Jesus's ministry he faced what we choose to call the 
Temptations. Having fasted and spent time in prayer, Jesus was faced with the 
choice of how he would conduct his ministry of salvation and Redemption. He could, 
of course, choose the sensational, the way Satan prompted him to do, turn the 
stones into bread. Worship me, says Satan, and I will give you the whole world, or 
jump from the highest pinnacle of the temple and let the angels stop you from falling 
to your death. Do any or all of these things and you’ll have the people eating out of 
your hands, your ministry will be done and dusted, easy, but Jesus refused. 

 
So began Jesus's ministry of healing where he always told those healed to keep 
quiet about it and who had healed them. When he fed the 5000, how could anyone 
keep that quiet? They couldn't, so Jesus hid himself and his disciples away and that 
was the pattern of his ministry, wonders and miracles performed, but the man who 
does them keeping himself hidden as though doing it in secret. And then comes this 
day that we are celebrating today, suddenly, Jesus moves from the hidden ministry 
to full blown display and he chooses to fulfil one of the most precious prophecies in 
all of Judean history. Zechariah 9:9 "Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion. Shout, 
Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your King comes to you righteous and having 
Salvation, gentle, and riding on a donkey, on a Colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 
This was the picture of the ultimate king for Israel a man of peace not war. A man of 
divine moral and ethical standards and riding on a donkey as David, Gods chosen 
king, had ridden on a mule. 

 
If we had been present in the crowd in Jerusalem or indeed one of Jesus's disciples 
it would've been make your mind up time either we had to stand with Jesus and join 
in the shouts of declaration "blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord" 
or we had to declare with the Pharisees "teacher rebuke your disciples". 
Now of course, making quick decisions is all part of modern life - which TV shall I 
watch, is it safe to cross the road, this branded tin of soup or the supermarkets own? 
And those quickly made can, in some cases, have long lasting effects upon our lives. 
Especially in our governmental votes or our agreement to have or not have the covid 
immunisation vaccine. 

 
In today's life you cannot sit on the fence forever, for one thing it's very 
uncomfortable and two, you can easily fall off. 

 
Bryan Gilbert, Baptist Minister and singer, used to sing " Which way are you 
choosing the narrow or broad, you'll have to make up your mind" And it is entirely 
appropriate here in the context of this story 

 
For three years Jesus had travelled the length and breadth of Israel, teaching 
healing performing miracles sharing the open and clear truth about his father God 



 5 

rather than the cloudy misinterpreted teachings of the teachers of the law and 
Pharisees. So now it was time for folks to make up their minds - is this man of God 
riding on his donkey into Jerusalem the fulfilment of scripture or was he a charlatan? 
Of course when he went into the temple after the celebratory ride into Jerusalem, 
and threw out the buyers and sellers, the merchants and the moneychangers, there 
was immediately a division of thought, after all we don't like our normal way of life 
disrupting especially if it interferes with our income and wealth. 
The religious leaders of the day got the message straight away, he had to be 
removed permanently for the sake of their pockets, their own status and the 
equilibrium of life under Roman law. 

 
On that celebration day the people were all for him and they made it obvious. In 
Isaiah 49 verse eight we read these words which are also echoed in Psalm 69. ‘In 
the time of my favour I will answer you and in the day of salvation I will help you, I 
will keep you, and will make you to be a covenant for the People, to restore the land 
and to re-assign its desolate inheritance, to say to the captives "come out "and those 
in darkness "be free". 

 
Here was Israel standing on the cusp of knowing Gods plan for his covenant people, 
but could they see it? Certainly the elders, Sanhedrin, Pharisees and teachers could 
not all would not the people almost site but under pressure days later missed the 
truth 

 
So now is the moment for us - decision time - is Jesus the lonely king riding on a 
donkey our king? Are we truly committed to Him or will the push and pull of the world 
cause us to miss the moment - the truth about Him!! 

 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
Father you have a purpose for all your creation. Jesus said" it is finished" and we 
believe that in Him you have accomplished it. 

In Him you have shown us that the way of life is through humble crucified love. 
We pray for those who find this way hard and have fallen by the wayside.  

May the love of Jesus warm hearts that once loved you, but have now grown cold. 
We pray for those whose lives are cold and empty because they are too ambitious 
for themselves, for those who see life and success simply in terms of the things of 
earth and material possessions. 

For those who long to see your goodness truth and love flow into every corner of life, 
and for those who are finding the path of Christ, as he calls them to follow, too 
painful to bear. 

We pray for any we know who are facing times of great testing, for those whose faith 
and love are too weak and vulnerable to take much more of the strain. 

We pray for your church all across the world and our fellow Christians in our local 
community. 
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For this fellowship and all its faithful people. We pray for ourselves, that our songs 
and service and our glad hosannas may ring in endless praise of him alone who is 
worthy. 

Lord in your mercy hear our prayers, in the name of the Prince of peace, amen 

 
SING 
 
You are the King of Glory you are the Prince of Peace 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6C0-dkK8cnQ 
 
You are the king of glory you are the Prince of peace you are the Lord of heaven and 
earth you're the son of righteousness. 
Angels bow down before you worship and adore you, for you have the words of 
eternal life, you are Jesus Christ the Lord, 
Hosanna to the son of David, hosanna to the King of kings, glory in the highest 
heaven for Jesus the messiah reigns, 
(repeat) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Living God, your light has risen over us in the person of Jesus Christ who was 
greeted as king, and crucified as slaves because he came in your name help us, 
who continue to greet his coming, to welcome him into our lives with humility so that 
we may not desert Him, betray Him or turn against Him, but may follow Him faithfully 
to the end, serving each other and all our neighbours. 
So give us, we pray, your spirit to enable us to be your true followers and servants, 
both today and tomorrow, amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6C0-dkK8cnQ

