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Morning Worship Sunday 29th November 2020 
 
Whether you are watching or listening to this service, welcome in the precious name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Today marks the first Sunday in Advent, and Victor is going to light our first Advent candle. 
 We light this first candle 
 to recall prophetic voices 
 which announced the Prince of Peace, 
 which foretold the age of gold, 
 which called for justice 
 and announced the song of happiness. 
 May the light overcome the darkness. 

 
Song Light of the world   
 Light of the world 
 You stepped down into darkness 
 Opened my eyes, Let me see 
 Beauty that made this heart adore you 
 Hope of a life spent with you 
 
 Here I am to worship 
 Here I am to bow down 
 Here I am to say that you're my God 
 You're altogether lovely 
 Altogether worthy 
 Altogether wonderful to me 
 
 King of all days 
 So highly exalted 
 Glorious in heaven above 
 Humbly you came to the earth you created 
 All for love's sake became poor 
 
 Here I am to worship …….. 
 
Let us pray 
 Advent God, we worship you: the God who comes. 
 You are not remote from the world you have made, 
 but each day you come to us, 
 blessing us with your presence. 
 
 You came in creation itself, as your Spirit moved over the waters of chaos. 
 You came in Jesus Christ, made flesh in our world of weakness and need. 
 You came in power to raise him from death, a mighty promise for all creation. 
 Each day you come, by your Spirit,  
 gently and powerfully working in the lives of men and women. 



 At the end of time you will come, in power and righteousness, 
 in mercy and redeeming love. 
 
 Grant us the grace to welcome your coming. 
 Inflame our love to yearn for your presence. 
 Enlarge our vision to recognize your coming day by day. 
 We greet you, Advent God.  Amen 
 
Please join with me in this responsive reading 
Leader: Holy God, this is the earth’s quiet season, the season of waiting. 
All:  We rest in the shelter of your love. 
Leader: This is the season of darkness, when we seek stars to guide us. 
All:  We trust in the light of your promise. 
Leader: This is the season of solitude, when we listen for our own heart’s rhythm. 
All:  We find warmth in the signs of your presence. 
Leader: This is our season to make room, a time to make ready. 
All:  For we shall join in the angels’ chorus. 
Leader: Peace on earth, goodwill to all. 
All:  Peace on earth, goodwill to all. 
 
Song There is a higher throne than all this world has known 
 There is a higher throne 
 Than all this world has known, 
 Where faithful ones from ev'ry tongue 
 Will one day come. 
 Before the Son we'll stand, 
 Made faultless through the Lamb; 
 Believing hearts find promised grace— 
 Salvation comes. 
 
 Hear heaven's voices sing; 
 Their thund'rous anthem rings 
 Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies. 
 Their praises rise. 
 All glory, wisdom, pow'r, 
 Strength, thanks, and honor are 
 To God our King, who reigns on high 
 Forevermore. 
 
 And there we'll find our home, 
 Our life before the throne; 
 We'll honor Him in perfect song 
 Where we belong. 
 He'll wipe each tear-stained eye 
 As thirst and hunger die. 
 The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King; 
 We'll reign with Him. 



Our reading today is from Jeremiah chapter 33 and verses 10-16 
 

10  “This is what the LORD says: ‘You say about this place, “It is a desolate waste, 
 without people or animals.” Yet in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem 
 that are deserted, inhabited by neither people nor animals, there will be heard once 
 more 11  the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, and the 
 voices of those who bring thank offerings to the house of the LORD, saying,  
  “Give thanks to the LORD Almighty,  
  for the LORD is good;  
  his love endures forever.”  
 For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were before,’ says the LORD.  
 12  “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In this place, desolate and without people  
 or animals—in all its towns there will again be pastures for shepherds to rest their 
 flocks. 13  In the towns of the hill country, of the western foothills and of the Negev, 
 in the territory of Benjamin, in the villages around Jerusalem and in the towns of 
 Judah, flocks will again pass under the hand of the one who counts them,’ says the 
 LORD. 14  “ ‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will fulfill the good 
 promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 15  “ ‘In those days and at that time 
 I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and 
 right in the land. 16  In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
 safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.’  
 
Sermon  
Promises, promises! 
They are words usually spoken rather sarcastically, when someone has made a promise 
which we don’t believe can or will be kept.  Sometimes such promises are made in good 
faith, only for circumstances to change in such a way as to make it impossible to fulfil the 
promise made. Or,  it may simply be more pie-in-the-sky than real.  Promises are only worth 
something when we have implicit trust and faith in the one who is making them. 
 
Here in Jeremiah we find a promise that CANNOT be broken.  It’s a promise made by God. 
God who can be trusted to keep his word. God who is able to deliver on his promises, and 
this is a promise that keeps on being kept from generation to generation. 
  
 And the promise is this in Jeremiah 23:5-6 
 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD,  
 “when I will raise up for David’s line a righteous Branch,  
 a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land.  
 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  
 This is the name by which he will be called:  
 The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.  
 
The first thing to recognise is that this is a gracious promise 
It is gracious because despite the failures and sins and rebellion which had led Israel and 
Judah into exile God continues to love them and care for them. After all it was not any merit 
of their own that caused God to choose them as his own special people. It was love, 
unconditional love.  And enclosed within that love was this promise of restoration and 
renewal. 



  
Unconditional love is a message that is at the heart of Advent.  
As the carol Christians Awake says; 
 Rise to adore the MYSTERY of love. 
And the love of God is surely a mystery. 
Why would God love me? 
Why would God love you? 
Yet the truth is God does love us. 
 
God proves that love by sending his one and only Son to live amongst us.  Born in a stable, 
crucified on a cross, raised to life, ascended into Heaven. So what was a gracious promise to 
Israel and Judah continues to be a gracious promise to us. The advent message is that God 
loves us with an unconditional love. 
 God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that whoever believes in 
 him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
Despite our failures and sin God’s love for us has not and will not be extinguished. For us 
too, there is the promise of restoration and renewal and forgiveness through the grace and 
mercy and love of God. Whoever you are, whatever you have done. 
 
It is a promise that speaks of a King in the image of God 
A King who embodies God’s purposes in creation.   
A King who will rule with justice and righteousness. 
To the exiled people of Israel and Judah the language of branch and sprout spoke of a future  
hope.  (spring up, or raise up, is a more literal translation of the word sprout)  A branch 
would be raised up by God to lead them out of the darkness of exile. 
 
So for Israel and Judah this is a picture of God doing a new thing.  God restoring his people 
to their own land.  Joy and gladness would return to Jerusalem.  And in the towns and 
villages shepherds would once again care for their flocks. 
So a promise fulfilled?  Well. Yes and no. 
The promise did not end with the historic return from exile. 
The promise still awaited fulfilment. 
 
There is a scene in the Lion the witch and the wardrobe when the dwarf suddenly stops and  
says;   This is no thaw; this is spring; this is Aslan’s doing. In other words since Aslan has 
come, spring is already at work. 
Advent, in the darkness of the year, when the season is at its bleakest,  
- and this has certainly been a dark and bleak season of the soul. 
Advent reminds us that a corner has been turned and we can, with the eyes of faith, catch a  
glimpse of the Kingdom where Jesus already reigns.  A sign that God’s Kingdom is already at 
work in the world. 
 
The promise of God found continuity when Jesus was born in obscurity 2000 years ago and 
the Kingdom of God began to be revealed. 
So a promise fulfilled?  Well. Yes and no. 
The promise to Jeremiah is still awaiting fulfilment. 



So whilst at Advent we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus; It is also a reminder 
that we should be looking forward too, and preparing for, that time when King Jesus will 
return in splendour, when in the words of Wesley; 
 He comes with clouds descending, and 
 Every eye shall behold him, robed in dreadful majesty. 
When every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the Glory of  
God the Father. 
 
At that time the fullness of the Kingdom will be consummated, and the promise will finally 
and completely be fulfilled.  Right now we are living in the gap between the first and second 
coming of the Lord Jesus.  The one who is the ‘righteous branch’. 
The Lord our righteous Saviour, promised to Jeremiah. 
 
Just as we prepare for Christmas – a celebration of the first coming - the baby in a manger,  
so we must be prepared for the second coming, be that in the near or distant future. 
- that moment when King Jesus comes in glory and every eye will see him, and every knee 
will bow before him.  Then the promise to Jeremiah will be completely fulfilled. 
 
So how do we look forward and prepare for the promise to be fulfilled? 
How do we, servants of God and ambassadors of Christ, live out that promise and handle it 
with integrity? 
Listen to this reading by Heather Pencavel      
 God says,  
 we’re opening a new Branch, 
 a new partnership with people. 
 Israel and Judah will benefit  
 (it’s in the terms of the contract). 
 Safe cities, peaceful communities,  
 the new Branch will see to it. 
 Its mission will be based on just dealing 
 (just like the Parent company but with a local focus) 
 and in time everyone will know that this new Branch  
 expresses and shares the Name of God 
 ‘the Lord our Righteousness’. 
This is a very different take on the word ‘branch’.  In a sense the first new branch to be 
opened was in the coming of Jesus 2000 years ago. Giving the world a glimpse of God.  God 
and His Kingdom revealed in Jesus 
 
Since his resurrection Jesus, through his disciples, has been opening up new branches  
throughout the world and throughout history. 
Like this one in Loughborough. 
Branches where God’s Kingdom and His rule are to be displayed for all to see. 
 
As a branch office of the Kingdom of God we are to have on display all the values and 
benefits of being members of the Kingdom.  We are to be known as God’s people.   
His ambassadors. 
This is what we are to do: 



We are to display the benefits of Kingdom living. 
Truth and justice and righteousness. 
Honesty and integrity in our dealings. 
We are to display the characteristics of the King. 
Kindness, gentleness, humility, grace and mercy. 
We are to practise what we preach in our ordinary everyday lives. 
 
We are to look forward to a time when all these characteristics will be the norm. 
What a new norm that will be. 
We are to prepare ourselves and others to be citizens of the Holy City, the new Jerusalem. 
Those who enter this church and meet its people should catch a glimpse of God’s Kingdom. 
Find a different way of being 
A place of Heavenly standards 
Our ethos should reflect the ethos of Heaven, Thy Kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
We are to look forward and live in the expectation of that moment when King Jesus returns 
and finally and completely fulfils the promise made by God to Jeremiah. 
Maybe today. 
Maybe this Christmas. 
  
Let us Pray 
 God of all creative enterprise, 
 wherever churches, organisations and communities are planning new ventures in 
 partnership, let the longing for justice drive their negotiations,  
 and peace and safety be their prime concerns. 
 Help us and them to see 
 in their meetings and papers 
 their setbacks and achievements 
 the coming of God our Righteousness 
 whose love and justice 
 have always been 
 will always be 
 written into your covenant agreement 
 with humankind. 
 Amen. 
 
 
Song Come thou long expected Jesus 
 Come, thou long expected Jesus 
 Born to set thy people free 
 From our fears and sins release us 
 Let us find our rest in thee 
 
 Israel's strength and consolation 
 Hope of all the earth thou art 
 Dear desire of every nation 
 Joy of every longing heart 



 Born thy people to deliver 
 Born a child and yet a king 
 Born to reign in us forever 
 Now thy gracious kingdom bring 
 
 By thine own eternal spirit 
 Rule in all our hearts alone 
 By thine own sufficient merit 
 Raise us to thy glorious throne 
 
Let us pray 
 We bless you, O Lord our God. 
 You are mighty and powerful,  
 yet gentle and caring for your children who you have not forgotten. 
 We bless you, O Lord our God, 
 for your great gifts to us: 
 creation – so fragile and so fascinating 
 scripture – revealing your truth to us. 
 
 And you bless us with your forgiving love, 
 with the vision of your Kingdom, 
 shedding light in our darkness. 
 
 Bless us and disturb us Lord with that vision of your Kingdom . 
 And as we voice our hopes to you now, 
 may they strengthen us, reassure us, and move us. 
 
 We pray for those caught up in wars and conflicts around the world; 
 soldiers, refugees and those who hold fast to the reasons for fighting. 
 (silence) 
 
 We pray for those who are homeless 
 -  excluded from what the rest of us are doing, 
 Cold, hungry and struggling to keep a hold of who they are. 
 (silence) 
 
 We pray for those who are ill, from covid, but not only from covid, 
 coping with pain and fearing the worst, 
 and for all those in the NHS struggling in this pandemic and fearing for the future. 
 (silence) 
 
 We pray for those struggling in relationships, 
 not only during this lockdown, but especially at this time of year with its emphasis on 
 family being together, and the cracks are just below the surface. 
 (silence) 
 
 



 And for the deepest hopes of our hearts, we pray now in the silence. 
 (silence) 
 
 Into the mess of this world a fragile child will come – 
 yelling in the night for his mother, needing milk and clean linen ..  
 
 We pin our hopes on you, little baby, 
 our God  
 - pushed out into the world, through pain and into poverty. 
 
 Our God is with us, and our hope is re-born.  Amen. 
Our closing song is in some ways a cry of lament as the refrain asks the haunting question; 
How Long?  
We have sung our songs of victory 
 We have Sung Our Songs Of Victory, 
 We Have Prayed To You For Rain; 
 We Have Cried For Your Compassion 
 To Renew The Land Again. 
 Now We’re Standing In Your Presence, 
 More Hungry Than Before; 
 Now We’re On Your Steps Of Mercy, 
 And We’re Knocking At Your Door. 
 
 How Long Before You Drench The Barren Land? 
 How Long Before We See Your Righteous Hand? 
 How Long Before Your Name Is Lifted High? 
 How Long Before The Weeping Turns To Songs Of Joy? 
  
 Lord, We Know Your Heart Is Broken 
 By The Evil That You See, 
 And You’ve Stayed Your Hand Of Judgement 
 For You Plan To Set Men Free. 
 But The Land Is Still In Darkness, 
 And We’ve Fled From What Is Right; 
 We Have Failed The Silent Children 
 Who Will Never See The Light. 
 
 How Long Before You Drench The Barren Land? 
 How Long Before We See Your Righteous Hand? 
 How Long Before Your Name Is Lifted High? 
 How Long Before The Weeping Turns To Songs Of Joy? 
 
 But I Know A Day Is Coming 
 When The Deaf Will Hear His Voice, 
 When The Blind Will See Their Saviour, 
 And The Lame Will Leap For Joy. 
 When The Widow Finds A Husband 
 Who Will Always Love His Bride, 
 And The Orphan Finds A Father 
 Who Will Never Leave Her Side. 



 How Long Before Your Glory Lights The Skies? 
 How Long Before Your Radiance Lifts Our Eyes? 
 How Long Before Your Fragrance Fills The Air? 
 How Long Before The Earth Resounds With Songs Of Joy? 

 
 
Blessing  
 O Lord our God, 
 make us watchful and keep us faithful 
 as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
 that, when he shall appear, 
 he may not find us sleeping in sin 
 but active in his service and joyful in his praise; 
 and may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
 Be with you all, this day, and until Jesus comes again.  Amen 
 


