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Loughborough Baptist Church 
Easter Sunday 4th April 2021 at 10.45am 

Revd. John Hall 
Order of Service 

 
Opening clip – When Jesus rose 
 
Welcome 
 
Responsive Reading 
 
 Leader: This is the Good News – 
   the grave is empty 
   Christ is risen. 
   Hallelujah! 
 ALL:  Christ is risen 
   HALLELUJAH!  
 
 Leader: This is the Good News – 
   the light shines in the darkness,  
   and the darkness can never put it out. 
 ALL:  Christ is risen 
   HALLELUJAH!  
 
 Leader: This is the Good News – 
   Once we were not a people,  
   now we are God’s people. 
 ALL:  Christ is risen 
   HALLELUJAH!  
 
 ALL:  Christ is our peace, 
   the indestructible peace we now share with each other. 
   HALLELUJAH!  
 
 
Hymn  Jesus Christ is risen today 
   
  Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
  our triumphant holy day; alleluia, 
  who did once upon the cross; alleluia, 
  suffer to redeem our loss; alleluia! 
 
  Hymns of praise then let us sing; Alleluia, 
  unto Christ our heavenly king; alleluia, 
  who endured the cross and grave; alleluia, 
  sinners to redeem and save: alleluia! 
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  But the pains which he endured; Alleluia, 
  our salvation have procured; alleluia, 
  now above the sky he's King; alleluia, 
  where the angels ever sing: alleluia! 
 
Prayers Living God, 
  we worship you today with joy in our hearts 
  and thanksgiving on our lips. 
  When the powers of evil had done their worst, 
  crucifying your son, and burying him in death, 
  you raised him to life again: 
  an act of power giving hope to the world. 
 
  Lord Jesus, 
  we rejoice that death could not keep you in its grip; 
  that you were raised to life, alive for evermore. 
  You greeted your friends 
  and now you stand amongst us in your risen power. 
 
  Spirit of God, 
  you are always giving life to the people of God, 
  giving birth to children of God. 
  Remodel us in the image of Jesus, 
  fill us with his love 
  and enable us with his risen power, 
  that we might be faithful to his way, 
  used by you in the redeeming of your world.                                                       

  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Three Churches Choir : This Joyful Eastertide  Arranged by David Gabe 
 
Resurrection Eggs 
 An egg hunt where children find symbols in each egg that tells the Easter story 
 from the last supper to the resurrection. 
 
Poem 

 You might think that Easter is all about eggs. 
 I like looking for eggs. You like looking for eggs. 
 But Easter is less about looking for eggs, 
 than looking for something else! 
 
 It starts with some women, bound for a tomb. 
 Jesus was dead, and armed with perfume, 
 they went, before dawn, in the deep morning gloom 
 to anoint their friend's body with spices. 
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 But when they arrived, the body was gone. 
 The tomb had been opened, somehow, by someone , 
 but opened by whom? And why was it done? 
 And where was his body now? 
 
 You might think that Easter is all about bunnies. 
 Bunnies are quick. I really like bunnies. 
 But Easter is less about quick little bunnies. 
 than something much quicker, by far! 
 
 For, quicker than bunnies, two angels appeared, 
 and dazzled the women, then said "Do not fear. 
 Jesus is back! He's alive! He's not here. 
 Now go tell his friends what you've seen." 
 
 So, quicker than bunnies, the women ran off. 
 They told Jesus's friends. But some of them laughed, 
 so Peter ran back to see for himself 
 and believed what the women said. 
 
 You might think that Easter is all about Spring. 
 Things springing to life, once again, in the Spring. 
 But Easter is less about new life in Spring, 
 than springing to life forever! 
 For when Jesus rose, he had a new body. 
 A living-forever, whatever, new body. 
 A not-dying-ever and clever new body, 
 that surprised every one of his friends. 
 
 He walked in the room, though the door had been locked. 
 "It's a ghost," His friends whispered, frightened and shocked. 
 "Touch my hands, then," said Jesus. "Feel the nail marks. 
 It's me, and I'm really here!" 
 
 But Thomas was missing, and thought that his friends 
 were wrong when they said that Jesus had been. 
 So Jesus came back to see Thomas, and then, 
 Even Thomas believed it was true. 
 
 You might think that Easter is all about chocolate 
 I like to eat chocolate. You like to eat chocolate. 
 But Easter is so much sweeter than chocolate. 
 So much sweeter than chocolate, by far. 
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 For when he'd appeared to five hundred more friends 
 Jesus' time here on earth came at last to an end, 
 and up through the clouds, in the sky, he ascended 
 to sit at the right hand of God. 
 
 Tell the whole world about me, he said, as he went, 
 tell them all I'm alive and that shortly I'll send 
 my own Holy Spirit to fill every friend 
 that believes and receives my love. 
 
 A new life for now, changed and forgiven. 
 A new life forever, that just keeps on living, 
 Even after you die. It's the gift I'll be giving. 
 Sweeter than chocolate. 
 Fresher than spring. 
 Quicker than bunnies, 
 and better than hunting for eggs! 

Video – Empty promises 
 
Reflections on the video 
It hurts when someone makes a promise that is subsequently broken; 
Disappointed to feel emptiness inside when we should be full of life and hope; 
What do you do for food when your purse is empty? 
What good is a cake stand when all the cakes are gone? 
And a church with no people!  We all know about that. 
Empty home are a waste when so many live homeless. 
Lives tossed aside, considered as worthless, like so many empty bottles. 
Streets that should be full of life and laughter, stand empty, deserted and cold. 
Sometimes we feel invisible leaving us feeling empty inside. 
A pier that leads to emptiness beyond makes us wonder where our lives are going. 
Like a car that is empty of fuel we lose the strength to go on. 
 
But one thing stands empty that is full of promise; 
A tomb that once held the ‘God man’ from Heaven, 
is empty once more, for Jesus is risen. 
 
1. Billy Graham once said that within every single person born, there is a God 
 shaped vacuum. 
 In other words an empty space crying out to be filled. 
 We try and fill that space with all kinds of things; 
 money, fame, careers, relationships, drink, houses, and more beside. 
 All to no avail. 
 As soon as we fill that space it empties again. 
 All that we try leaves us feeling betrayed and empty inside. 
 
2. But at Easter we can remember one promise that offered to fill the empty space 
 in our lives and didn’t fail to deliver. 
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 - the promise of the empty tomb. 
 Jesus promised that in dying he would defeat death,  
 And in rising to life again three days later he would give us the gift of eternal life 
 and a new relationship with God the Father; 
 - and that is exactly what he did. 
 
3. The empty tomb on Easter morning powerfully brings home the message of a 
 promise fulfilled. 
 Jesus fills that empty space in our lives that nothing else can satisfy. 
 
Let’s hear from God’s word 
 
Romans 8:31-39 
What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, 
along with him, graciously give us all things?  
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  
Who then is the one who condemns?  
No one.  
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of 
God and is also interceding for us.  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Prayers 
 Father God, 
 Thank you that you are for us and not against us. 
 Thank you that in raising Jesus from the grave you have given us everything we 
 need to live the lives to which you have called us. 
 Thank you that because Jesus was raised by your Almighty power He is able to 
 bless us through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 We pray Lord, that when we feel empty inside, when we feel weak, when we feel 
 we cannot go on, when we are fearful and doubt threatens to overwhelm our 
 faith, fill us afresh with the Holy Spirit and remind us once again that nothing, 
 absolutely nothing, can separate us from your amazing love Father, because of 
 Jesus, and all he was prepared to endure to make us your children on that first 
 Easter. 
 
 We bring you our thanks and praise, and the love of our hearts, in the name of 
 Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Saviour.  Amen. 
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Song   See what a morning 
 
  See, what a morning, gloriously bright 
  With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem 
  Folded the grave-clothes, tomb filled with lights  
  As the angels announce, "Christ is risen!" 
 
  See God's salvation plan 
  Wrought in love, borne in pain, paid in sacrifice 
  Fulfilled in Christ, the Man 
  For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
 
  See Mary weeping, "Where is He laid?" 
  As in sorrow, she turns from the empty tomb 
  Hears a voice speaking, calling her name 
  It's the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 
 
  This voice that spans the years 
  Speaking life, stirring hope, bringing peace to us 
  Will sound 'til He appears 
  For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
   
  One with the Father, Ancient of Days 
  Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty 
  Honour and blessing, glory and praise 
  To the King crowned with pow'r and authority! 
 
  And we are raised with Him 
  Death is dead, love has won, Christ has conquered 
  And we shall reign with Him 
  For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
Blessing 
 The Lord bless you and keep you, 
 The Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
 and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you 
 and give you peace.  Amen. 
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