
THE JOURNEY TO DEATH HAD BEGUN 
Please read John11: 1-44 

 
FRIENDS WHO EXPECT MUCH 
We don't know how well Jesus knew Martha and Mary and Lazarus 
We know he had resided with them perhaps once or twice, the gospels have few 
References Luke 10 vs 36-42 
Whatever their relationship they expected Jesus to respond to their request instantly 
 
SOMETIMES ITS EXPEDIENT TO STAY PUT 
Jesus was in Jerusalem knowing that the authorities wanted to seize him and charge 
him with blasphemy 
While ever his popularity was high amongst the population it was not possible to 
arrest him 
He was for the moment safe 
 
SOMETIMES ITS RIGHT TO MOVE ON 
Jesus makes a sudden decision to return to Judea, away from the capital 
He is now exposed to secretive arrest and subsequent justice 
He is however, not prepared to listen to his disciples protests.  vs7-10 
 
JESUS HAS FOREKNOWLEDGE OF LAZARUS 
 Jesus says that Lazarus is(asleep) dead 
Jesus then speaks of resurrection for Lazarus....his disciples do not understand 
vs14 Jesus explains simply what he has said 
( how often do we misjudge situations, people ,times and problems and speak 
nonsense into serious situations because we want to prove our worth 
 
LAZARUS DIES AND IS BURIED 
It was 4 days before Jesus arrived in Bethany 
What took so long? Was Jesus purposely delaying his arrival ? 
Jewish law demanded swift burial after death 
Lazarus had been buried for 4 days 
The family and friends had already begun the period of mourning 
 Resentment about Jesus absence had already set in 
(How often do we too have resentment that others have not done what we 
expected. Or they have failed to offer their support. Or had failed to even show their 
face in our deepest need. What sort of friends are these?   
 
JESUS ARRIVES 
Better late than never! "but Lord if you had been, here, my brother would not have 
died" vs21 
What a rebuke! An uncalled for rebuke 
Yet turned aside with a great statement "your brother will rise again "vs23 
 
 
 



RELIGIOUS BELIEF IN JESUS DAY 
Jewish thought was divided between those who believed in resurrection,(Pharisees 
 And the majority of the population ) and those that didn't (Sadducees and a small 
minority) 
Martha and Mary both believed for resurrection at the last day 
This was not what they were looking for 
They wanted restoration right  now or at least healing before death vs21-24 and32 
 
JESUS FEELS FOR HIS FRIENDS 
Vs35Jesus clearly shows his own emotion 
However, he had not come to Bethany to show his feelings 
He had come to teach about true resurrection and life everlasting for those who put 
their faith and hope in Messiah Jesus 
He clearly states this to Martha with the words of hope and faith for every 
Christian believer 
"I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 
dies and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this? 
( Jesus asks you too the question he asked Martha.......do you believe and if you do 
have you confirmed it in the waters of Baptism? ......and if you do believe and have 
not been baptised why not. 
Now is the time to talk to someone and begin that life changing process 
 
JESUS CALLS LAZARUS BACK TO LIFE 
No one wanted Jesus to open the grave vs39 
No one is believing for Jesus to perform the ultimate miracle 
No one believed that even the Messiah could breath life into a 4 day dead body 
But Jesus overrides their fears and objections 
He needs to demonstrate what in a very short time will happen to him 
No human will be involved in his resurrection it will all be at the command and will 
of the Father for the Salvation of the Universe 
Lazarus comes up from the grave in his grave clothes "take off the grave clothes and 
let him go "vs44 
And the day will come for each believer when the wrappings and trappings of death 
will be removed and we will be " let go " to live with Jesus for ever 
 
A SONS THANKS TO HIS FATHER 
Note how in vs41 Jesus thanks his Father for hearing his prayer and fulfilling it 
This is one of Jesus final acts of love and grace before his arrest ,trial  
crucifixion but let us see in it a physical demonstration of all he had come to do 
for us..........a promise of life everlasting in glory with him 
As he said himself. "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory 
of God "vs40 
  Come and believe and see the glory of God 
 


