
Easter Sunday - 12th April 2020 

Good Morning on this Easter Day! 

Take a few moments to think about the building in which you last celebrated an Easter morning 

service. It may have been at Loughborough; you may have been visiting your family or friends and 

celebrating with them. 

In Loughborough the window sills may have been decorated with Spring flowers. There may have 

been a Bible text underneath the window sills – can you remember any of them? The cross may 

have been decorated with a garland of flowers and the empty tomb would have been on the 

platform at the front of the church surrounded by flowers. 

Sit quietly for a few moments, think about the people you would meet in the church and pray for 

them and for yourself on this Easter Day. 

 

The service begins with the following words and response as we all stand: 

Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed  

Alleluia! 

 

Christ is risen 

He is risen indeed 

Alleluia! 

If you are able, send this message to a friend either by phone or in any other way you can 

 

Let us sing together the Easter Hymn no 252 

Jesus Christ is risen today 

Alleluia! 

Our triumphant holy day 

Alleluia! 

Who did once upon the cross 

Alleluia! 

Suffer to redeem our loss 

Alleluia 

A prayer together 

Loving and Almighty God,  



We come to you this morning with our thanks 

 For the Springtime and the signs of new life all around us 

 For friends and family  who care about us  

For imagination to think of people we know and places we have been 

And for all the good things in life 

But most of all today we thank you for Jesus 

 For the life he lived – teaching, caring and loving all, whoever they were 

For his death at the hands of those who failed to understand the message he preached of 

love and forgiveness 

But especially today for his rising from the dead and his promise to be with us always 

wherever we are and whatever we may be doing 

Help us this morning to feel his presence with us and rejoice in the new life he promises us.  

 

Why Easter? 

Why does the date of Easter change? This year we celebrate Easter today, the 12th April, last year 

it was 21st April  and in 2021 it will be on April 4th. Why? My birthday and I’m sure yours are always 

on the same date. One of the answers to this question is that Easter is always celebrated on the 

first Sunday after the first full moon following the Spring Equinox!! 

 So there we are, now we know!! 

But there is a better reason for Christians to look to the origins of Easter. This was the Spring 

festival – a festival that was met with excitement after the long, dark days of winter. 

At this time plants, flowers and trees that had been dormant for the winter sprang back to life , 

there was new life in the animal world with lambs and chickens being born. The man who lived 

next door to us in Yorkshire used to hatch out chickens in an incubator; I remember going to his 

house and he would let me hold one wrapped in one of his big hankies! 

This Spring Festival was called Eostre, the name of a pre Christian goddess, but Bede, wrote that as 

people had been using this name for the Spring Festival what better name for the festival which 

celebrates the resurrection of Jesus and so new life for all. The words of Bede prevailed and so we 

celebrate Easter today 

 

Hymn no 245 

Christ is risen, alleluia 

Risen our victorious head 

Sing his praises; alleluia! 

Christ is risen from the dead.  



Gratefully our hearts adore him,  

as his light once more appears, 

bowing down in joy before him, 

rising up from grief and tears 

 

 

Prayer for the offering 

Loving God, 

We offer to you the money which we have given during this week 

We offer to you the money we have set aside at home for your work through this church 

We offer to you our skills and abilities which we seek to use for your purposes. 

Take and use them all we pray.  Amen  

 

 

Bible Reading – John chapter 20 verses 1-18 

The words below are verses 10-18 of chapter 20. The disciples have been to the tomb and found it 

empty and John tells us that they understood that Jesus had risen from the dead. The next verses 

are one of my favourite passages in the Bible and are from the NEB: 

So the disciples went home again; but Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she 

peered into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white sitting there one at the head and one at 

the feet where the body of Jesus had lain. They said to her ‘Why are you weeping?’ She answered 

‘They have taken my Lord away and I do not know where they have laid him.’ With these words 

she turned round and saw Jesus standing there but did not recognise him. Jesus said to her, ‘Why 

are you weeping? Who is it you are looking for?’ Thinking it was the gardener, she said, ‘If it is you, 

sir, who removed him, tell me where you have Laid him and I will take him away.’ Jesus said 

‘Mary!’ She turned to him and said, ‘Rabuni!’ my master. Jesus said ,’Do not cling to me, for I have 

not yet ascended to my father. But go to my brothers, and tell them that I am now ascending to 

my father and your father, my God and your God.’ Mary of Magdala went to the disciples with her 

news; ‘I have seen the Lord!’ she said, and gave them his message. 

 

Address 

This passage from John’s Gospel is and always has been my favourite account of the resurrection. 

The disciples and Mary have come to the tomb where Jesus was laid while it was still dark. Mary is 

distraught to find the tomb empty and runs to find the other disciples to tell them. When the 

disciples see the empty tomb they remember the words of scripture which told them that Jesus 

would rise from the dead. They believe that he has risen  and go home. 



But Mary is not satisfied, she does not know what happened, she does not know where Jesus is 

and she has difficulty sharing the disciples belief that he has risen from the dead. These are the 

feelings she expresses to the angels she sees in the tomb – someone has taken Jesus away – 

where have they taken him? 

Mary wants to know where Jesus is – she is looking for Jesus. 

While she is still at the entrance to the tomb  she hears the sound of a voice ‘ Why are you 

weeping? Who is it you are looking for?’  

She turns but through her tears she does not recognise Jesus  

Mary’s mind is on her own sorrow, she does not recognise the one she is looking for 

She asks the man she thinks to be the gardener where he has taken Jesus and it is then, when 

Jesus speaks her name ‘Mary’ that she finally recognises him. And when she does she recognises 

him for who he is ‘Rabbuni’ -my Master. 

When Jesus reminds Mary of their friendship and speaks her name – that is when she responds  

And Jesus gives her a task – to tell the others that Jesus is risen and that she has seen him. 

Mary has a job to do 

Are we like Mary – perhaps -how I wonder? 

You know Mary was looking in the wrong place for Jesus. She was looking in the grave – and he 

wasn’t there! Of course we need to know about the Jesus who lived in Palestine 2,000 years ago – 

we need to know what he did, how he taught, how he healed, how he died. But more than that we 

need to know the Jesus who is alive and with us today, over 2000 years later, who speaks to us 

and travels with us through our daily lives.   

Mary was looking for Jesus, but it was Jesus who found her, Jesus who spoke to her. Make no 

mistake, the risen Jesus looks for us. The Lost Son’s father looked out every day down the road to 

the city to see if he could see his son, the shepherd went out in the dark to find the sheep that was 

lost and the woman searched her whole house to look for the coin that had rolled away. Jesus 

searches for us – and when he finds us he rejoices and draws us to him. 

And finally, There is a job for Mary to do. She cannot stay with Jesus in the garden, she is told to go 

and tell others that she had seen him, that he is risen, that he is alive and ready to share their lives 

with them. 

And that is what we are called to do. To share with others the faith that we share amongst 

ourselves and that has shown itself so amazingly during these past few weeks. Through our words, 

our actions and our love and concern for others we share the love of the risen Jesus. During the 

next few weeks we will each find our own way of sharing our faith and of living lives worthy of that 

faith in these difficult times.  

The story is told of a man named Dale who lived in Birmingham. One day, as he was writing his 

Easter sermon the thought of the risen Jesus broke through to him as it had never done before: 

‘Christ is alive! Christ is living!’ He repeated these words walking round the room. 



‘Could it be true?’ he asked himself ‘Living as I am living?’ I thought that all along I had believed, 

but never like this. 

Dale was determined that everyone should experience Jesus as he had and from then on an Easter 

hymn was sung every Sunday morning in Carr’s Lane Birmingham. Who knows how many lives 

were touched by this throughout the years, how many people found the risen Jesus. 

Today is Easter Day, ‘Jesus is risen’ and it is this risen Jesus who will travel with us for the rest of 

our lives and beyond. 

 

Hymn no 260 

Thine be the glory! Risen conquering son; 

Endless is the victory over death you won; 

Angels robed in splendour rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave clothes, where your body lay 

 

See Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb, 

Lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

For her Lord is living, death has lost its sting. 

 

No more we doubt you, glorious prince of life: 

What is life without you? Aid us in our strife;  

make us more than conquerors through your deathless love, 

Bring us safe through Jordan to your home above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


