
 
A Communion Service 
Prior to this act of worship you are asked to make available the elements of communion; bread, 
biscuit or the like and wine, fruit juice or squash to drink. 
 

Call to Worship - Luke 24 v 28 
 

As they came near the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther;  

but they held him back, saying, "Stay with us; the day is almost over and it is getting dark." So he 
went in to stay with them. He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the blessing; 
then he broke the bread and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized 
him. 

 

Hymn BPW 444 v 1,2 ,4 

 
1. Lord Jesus Christ 
You have come to us 
You are one with us, 
Mary's Son. 
Cleansing our souls from all their sin. 
Pouring Your love and goodness in. 
Jesus our love for you we sing, 
Living Lord.  

2. Lord Jesus Christ 
Now and every day 
Teach us how to pray, 
Son of God. 
You have commanded us to do 
This in remembrance Lord of you 
Into our lives your power breaks through, 
Living Lord.  

 
4. Lord Jesus Christ 
I would come to you 
Live my life for you, 
Son of God. 
All your commands I know are true, 
Your many gifts will make me new, 
Into my life your power breaks through, 
Living Lord.  
 

Music at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekVLG-p8Xsc 
Or at   http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx 

 

Readings: 
 

Together with our call to worship these two readings are about communion, also known as the 
Lord’s Supper, Eucharist or Mass, depending upon one’s tradition. 
Read through them, with regard to the words used by each. Note which words are common to 
both accounts. (see the version at the bottom of this script) 
 
Chronologically, the words of Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians are the earliest reference to 
the tradition of communion. Here he says “the tradition I received from the Lord” – which is 
generally accepted to not be literally true, but from an oral tradition going back to Jesus himself. 
 
1 Corinthians 11 v 23 – 27 
 
The words in the Biblical version of Luke are later, but were quite possibly known verbally some 
years earlier. 
 
Luke 22 v 14 - 20 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekVLG-p8Xsc
http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx


 

Preparing for Communion  
 
Perhaps you remember a carol by Sydney Carter starting “Every star shall sing a carol”. Verse 3 
goes:  
 
Who can tell what other cradle,  
high above the Milky Way,  
Still may rock the king of heaven,  
on another Christmas Day… 
 
These words prompted me to ponder continuing the story of that “other cradle” through to the 
same self-sacrificial ending as the earthly version and the possibility, however remote, of that 
other race visiting earth. Should those same visitors come into our church, what activity they saw 
would persuade them that they were witnessing a “Christian” event. If I was to hazard a guess in 
answer to my fanciful question, it would be - communion. 
 
I have witnessed many acts of communion such as a Maundy Thursday service at a Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral in Athens, where thousands participated in a “Spiritual Communion” presided 
over by the Bishop, followed by an eerily silent march to the beat of a drum, each footstep in time, 
to  the local “Garden of Gethsemane”. In stark contrast, one in a Free Church of Scotland chapel, 
where we arrived on the only Sunday of the year that communion was celebrated and were 
corralled into a roped off area, unable to participate because we were not members.  
 
Then there was the Eastern Orthodox practice, where there are no seats and everyone mingles 
together and where infants-in-arms are provided with a small piece of bread dipped in wine. Not 
so in the Church of England nor the Roman Catholic Church where a “First Communion” is a special 
event and the Bishop presides and delivers the bread and wine.. And of course the celebrations we 
are used to, with bread and wine passed round and shared between all those participating. 
However there are two significant groups that do not observe or celebrate communion, The 
Salvation Army and Quakers, both with well thought-out reasons for not doing so. 
 
But, that being said, there is a common factor which may well be recognised by my inter-galactic 
visitors. That is, the presence of food and drink, used in a “sacramental” way.  
 
During the covid19 restrictions many churches (Catholic, C of E, Methodist) have been unable to 
celebrate communion in their traditional way because the congregation and the clergy are not in 
the same place at the same time where the ordained priest consecrates the bread and wine. The 
alternative in some cases has been to offer a “Spiritual Communion” in which merely watching the 
priest on-line take communion from him or her self constitutes “taking” communion. 
 
Read the anguish in this account of a vicar wrestling with not being allowed, by the Bishop, to have 
the congregation use their own bread and wine for an online communion. 
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/17-april/comment/opinion/how-we-shared-the-
bread-and-wine-on-zoom 
 
Our Baptist forebears donated the concept of the “Priesthood of all believers” which means that, 
as Baptists, we are not restricted to having to have an ordained priest to consecrate and 
administer the bread and wine. Indeed we don’t even need to be in the same place or at the same 
time to be gathered together.  We can and have joined together in our individual living rooms with 
bread and wine in front of us, much more intimate surroundings, reminiscent of gatherings of 
friends and family. Indeed much more like the accounts of that meal in the Upper Room and in the 
house at Emmaus. 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/17-april/comment/opinion/how-we-shared-the-bread-and-wine-on-zoom
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2020/17-april/comment/opinion/how-we-shared-the-bread-and-wine-on-zoom


 
Hymn BPW 443 

 
1. Let us break bread together on our knees,  
Let us break bread together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me.  
 
2. Let us drink wine together on our knees,  
 
3. Let us praise God together on our knees,  
 
Music at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE2sM6A6QlU 
Or at  http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx 
 

The Bidding Welcome 

Welcome to the feast of the Lord. All who love the Lord Jesus Christ and desire to be his true 
disciples are invited to this meal. 

Welcome to the table not just as individuals but as a community. By sharing the loaf and the cup, 
Christ makes us one with him and with each other. 

As we come to the table God wants to assure us of his forgiveness. As we come with our struggles, 
Christ wants to assure us of his living presence. As we come with our doubts, Christ wants to touch 
us with the flesh and blood reality of his life. 

Come, when you are fearful, to be made new in love. 
Come, when you are doubtful, to be made strong in faith. 
Come, when you are regretful, and be made whole. 
Come as you are, without pretence or facade 
Come in acceptance, believing that you belong 
Come in hope, that these present sufferings will be a distant memory 
Come, old and young, 
there is room for all. 
 

Thanksgiving for Bread and Wine 
 
At table with his disciples, their last meal together before he died, 
Jesus took some bread and tore it in pieces. 
Then he lifted the cup and held it up: 
'Take this bread,' he said, 
'drink this wine. 
My body, 
my blood, 
my life broken for you and poured out for all...' 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE2sM6A6QlU
http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx


 
So we will do as Jesus did. We use this bread and this wine the produce of the earth and the work 
of human hands through which Jesus has promised to make himself known. And as he said a 
prayer before sharing, let us follow his example. 
 
Like the disciples at Emmaus,  
we offer what we have. 
They offered their company,  
their table, their bread. 
We invite you to be with us  
as we offer you our love, our devotion. 
May our eyes be opened to your presence,  
now and always. 
Amen. 
 

Taking the Bread and Wine 
 
A Personal Prayer as the bread and wine are eaten and drunk 
 
Lord, unite me to yourself in this communion:   
as you have given yourself to me,   
may I give myself to you.   
Use me, as you have used this bread and wine,   
to share your life with the world.   
For your name’s sake.  
Amen.           

 
Hymn BPW 202 

 
1. Jesus the Lord said I am the Bread 
The Bread of Life for the world am I 
The Bread of Life for the world am I 
The Bread of Life for the world am I 
Jesus the Lord said I am the Bread 
The Bread of Life for the world am I 
 
3. Jesus the Lord said I am the Light 
The one true Light of the world am I 
The one true Light of the world am I 
The one true Light of the world am I 
Jesus the Lord said I am the Light 
The one true Light of the world am I 

2. Jesus the Lord said I am the vine 
the vine that feeds every branch am I 
the vine that feeds every branch am I 
the vine that feeds every branch am I 
Jesus the Lord said I am the vine 
the vine that feeds every branch am I 
 
4. Jesus the Lord said, I am the way 
the way of truth and the life am I 
the way of truth and the life am I 
the way of truth and the life am I 
Jesus the Lord said, I am the way 
the way of truth and the life am I 
 

 
 

Music at  http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx 

http://www.lbcweb.org.uk/media.aspx


Benediction  
 
We join together in our hearts as we say this benediction. 
 
May the beauty of God 
be reflected in our eyes, 
the love of Christ 
be reflected in our hands, 
the wisdom of the Spirit 
be reflected in our words. 
 
AMEN 
 

 

 
1 Corinthians 11 v 23 – 26 
23  For I received from the Lord the teaching that I passed on to you: that the Lord Jesus, on the 
night he was betrayed, took a piece of bread, 24  gave thanks to God, broke it, and said, "This is 
my body, which is for you. Do this in memory of me."  
25  In the same way, after the supper he took the cup and said, "This cup is God's new covenant, 
sealed with my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in memory of me." 26  This means that every 
time you eat this bread and drink from this cup you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

 
Luke 22 v 14 – 20   

14  When the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table with the apostles.  

15  He said to them, "I have wanted so much to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer!  

16  For I tell you, I will never eat it until it is given its full meaning in the Kingdom of God."  

17  Then Jesus took a cup, gave thanks to God, and said, "Take this and share it among yourselves.  

18  I tell you that from now on I will not drink this wine until the Kingdom of God comes."  

19  Then he took a piece of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This 
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in memory of me."  

20  In the same way, he gave them the cup after the supper, saying, "This cup is God's new 
covenant sealed with my blood, which is poured out for you.  

 
And also Matthew 26 v 26 - 29 


